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Pride of Place Initiatives, Ashbourne Civic Offices, Meath County Council,

1 – 2 Killegland Square Upper, Killegland Street, Ashbourne, Co Meath

Phone: 01-8358030 - Fax: 01-8358120 - Email: info@meathcoco.ie
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This is a Rural Action initiative developed by Meath CoCo to encourage and reward rurally based community groups in their endeavours to improve a specific part of their local area.

County Meath is rich in rural living.  There is a beautiful blend of lush green fields, quiet country roads, breathtaking river scenery, ancient ruins and enchanting forests.  Unfortunately all too often, the upkeep of roads and features is overlooked and the beautiful image of a walk in the country surrounded by old stone walls, golden corn-fields and windswept copper leaves is just that – only an image.  With co-operation between the Council and Community Groups in the Harvest Mile Competition, this can become a reality.

The Meath Harvest Mile Competition is similar to the Royal Bloom Competition in that it requires local groups, community groups, Tidy Towns Groups, youth clubs, ICA groups, schools or individuals to tackle a specific location and to improve its visual beauty.  This will be achieved through hands-on work including plant and tree management, natural and built feature conservation.  All work must be undertaken with a view to the natural habitat that every stretch of road provides for a myriad of creatures.

· Essentially, groups must pick a mile stretch of tertiary road in their locality as their ‘Harvest Mile’. Please read the Guidelines & Information re: The Harvest Mile, this is to guide you on your choice of walk, judging criteria etc.  This is available on our website www.meath.ie or available on request to the Pride of Place office.  

· Whilst walks should be chosen for their natural beauty, it is important to note that throughout the judging of this competition original features will gain extra points.  Well maintained stone walls, piers, pumps, gates and similar features will be essential if you are to do well at the judging stage – so its important to choose your ‘harvest mile’ carefully at this point. The beginning and the end of the mile must be marked with a sign for clear identification. As a rule of thumb, when the judges visit the Harvest Mile it should be reminiscent of a beautifully kept stretch of road with the traditional look of bygone times – and should look much the same today as it might have 100 years ago.

· There are a number of important factors that must be addressed when undertaking a project like this (See Guidelines & Information for further details). Safety for walkers and drivers – drainage, road verges, corners.  What is the quality and mix of trees and their appropriate management? The quality and condition of structures, walls, bridges, gates. The absence of litter and tidiness of farmyards as seen from the road and the general peaceful rural character suitable for walking and community co-operation.  To this end, on site visits can be arranged in the last week of May offering expert advice with regard to management of hedgerows, road verges, and wildlife.  This expert will also offer advice and assistance to any individual query or concern a group may have.  

A start up grant is available to each group up to the value of €300 for tools and equipment.  The grant is payable on receipt of invoices at the end of the competition. During the summer months the real work begins and will continue until the judging phase is complete.  Judging will take place from Tues 1st to Thurs 4th September inclusive.
· Prizes of 1st €1,000 and 2nd  €500 are to be won.  All judging reports will be available on request afterwards.  

Completed application forms should be forwarded for Attn: Avril Young or Bernadine Carry, Pride of Place Initiatives, Ashbourne Civic Offices, Meath County Council, 1-2 Killegland Square Upper, Killegland Street, Ashbourne, Co Meath.

If you have any queries re above please contact Avril or Bernadine at direct-line 01-8358030.
With your application you must include a rough map of the area you have chosen, with direction from closest local landmark to assist the judges to locate it – a hand drawn map will suffice.
                                  



                                              


Harvest Mile 2009
	Name of Group:  


	Address:  



	Contact  Person: 


	Contact Number:



	Email:


	Website:

	Names of two representatives who would collect any potential prize at awards ceremony in October



	Describe how the group was formed and the actions you intend taking to promote the concept amongst the people who live/own land along the mile stretch of road and other interested parties e.g. Crann, An Taisce, Birdwatch Ireland, ENFO etc: (please use additional paper if required)



	Give a brief description of the mile: (refer to the guidelines & information). Mention the features on the mile e.g. the hedgerows, stone walls, old gates and buildings, condition of entrances into fields, litter/rubbish situation, black spots, etc. Mention any landmarks on the mile e.g. the names of crossroads, names of castles. Please provide a map clearly marking the location of the mile. Mark the starting point of the mile with ‘A’ and the finishing point with ‘B’ (please use additional paper if required)



	List the works that the group intends to undertake to enhance the mile stretch of road entered. (Please refer to enclosed guidelines & information)



	No of people to take part:

	The following must be included as part of your application:

1. Photographs (maximum of eight) depicting elements of your mile and aspects that you wish to enhance

2. A simple sketch depicting the features of the mile e.g. well known landmarks, stonewalls, traditional gates, etc

3. A map indicating where the mile stretch of road is located

Signed: ___________________________________
Date: ___________________________

Closing date for receipt of completed application form -5pm Friday 27TH March 2009
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