
Schedule of Conditions of Letting – Allotments
The Letting is subject to the following conditions:
1. Use of the Land
The Licensee shall use the allotment plot as an allotment garden only (that is to say wholly or mainly for the production of garden flowers, vegetables or fruit crops for consumption by the licensee and her/his family) and for no other purposes.

2. Cultivation
The Licensee shall keep the soil clean and free from noxious contaminants, livestock carcasses, and weeds and keep the allotment garden in a good state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition.  The allotment must be kept in a condition suitable for horticultural pursuits.

The Licensee shall keep the paths surrounding the allotment clean and free from weeds, and take reasonable care in accordance with best horticultural practices to ensure that all crop plants are protected against pests and diseases.
The Licensee shall observe and perform any additional conditions which the Council considers necessary from time to time to preserve the allotment garden from deterioration and of which notice in writing shall be given to the Licensee.

3. Use of herbicides and pesticides
      Only herbicides and pesticides approved for use by use by the Department of Agriculture are permitted.  The Licensee is encouraged to minimise of herbicides and pesticides within the allotment garden.  Specifically, the Licensee is not permitted to use any herbicides that are classified as residual in their activity.
      The Licensee must comply with manufacturer’s recommendations in the use of any chemical herbicide or pesticide and take all necessary safety precautions to ensure that the other Licensees and their crops are not exposed to the effects of chemicals used.

4. Nuisance
The Licensee shall not cause nuisance to the Council or to the occupier of any other allotment garden or to occupiers of neighbouring properties or obstruct any path or access route on the land of which the allotment garden forms part

Any Licensee, or any person being a guest of that Licensee, or in their family found removing produce or other items from another Licensee’s plot without the consent of the plot Licensee, or from a vacant plot without the consent of the Council, may have their tenancy terminated immediately and may also face prosecution.  The Licensee will be held responsible for such guests and family member’s behaviour and health and safety.

The Licensee shall comply with Health and Safety laws and exercise a “Duty of Care” towards themselves, other Licensee’s and the general public.
5. Erection of sheds, greenhouse and other structures
The Licensee shall not erect any building on the allotment garden.

6. Structural alterations
The Licensee shall not interfere with or remove any existing or future hedges, fences, walls or boundary marks on the allotment site.

The Licensee shall not use any barbed wire for any purpose on the allotment site.

The Licensee shall not without the previous consent in writing of the Council cut, prune or remove any timber or other trees nor take, sell or carry away any mineral, sand or clay or permit any other person to do so.

The Licensee shall not erect any notice or advertisement, other than the plot number, on the allotment plot.

7. Waste Disposal

Bonfires are not permitted at any time on the allotment site.  Communal composting facilities are not provided at the allotment sites, however the Licensee is encouraged to place a composting bin on their own allotment for their private use.  All other non bio-degradable waste is to be removed from the site by the Licensee.

      The Licensee shall not deposit or allow other persons to deposit any refuse material or litter on the allotment site except manure and compost in such quantities as may be reasonably required for use in cultivation.

8. Water
The Licensee shall comply with any restrictions relating to the use of the on-site water supply as may be deemed necessary by the Council from time to time and during periods of water shortage.  The overnight use of sprinklers and hoses is not permitted at any time.

The Licensee shall ensure that waterbutts and other water receptacles are securely covered when not in use.

9 Prohibition of subletting, trade or business
The Licensee shall not sub-let, assign or part with the possession of the allotment garden or any part thereof.

9. Keeping of Livestock

The Licensee shall not keep on the allotment garden animals of any description, hens, pigeons or bees or take any dog on the allotment garden unless it is held on a leash and kept fastened up whilst there.
10. Planting
The Licensee shall not grow any plants, weeds or otherwise, as specified and prohibited by Irish and European laws.
The Licensee shall not plant trees of any description.  This sub-clause shall not prevent the Licensee from planting domestic fruit bushes.

11. Inspections/Warning Letters
The Council may carry out monthly inspections on each of the allotment sites.  Any plots that are deemed to be underutilized or overgrown will receive a letter outlining the problem with their plot.  This will need to be rectified prior to the following month’s inspection.
Any plot holder who receives two such letters during any one season will not be given the option to renew their agreement for the following year.
12. Allocation of  Phase 1 Plots
· Applications from person living in the Kells Area will be given preference.
· The Kells Area comprises of the “Proposed Town Boundary Extension”.

· Applicants must provide proof of address.
· Where demand exceeds supply Kells Town Council will allocate by way of a draw & a waiting list will then be formed for future allocations.
·  All future applications will be added to the waiting list by date of application.
· Kells Town Council reserves the right to allocate plots to person(s) that are deemed to have contributed to the development of the Allotments.

13. Licence Agreement:
All applicants that are offered a plot must sign an Annual Licence Agreement.

The Annual Licensed period in any given year will be for 11 months ( 1st January to 30th November )

14. Cost of Plots
Plots will be charged for 2010 as follows
· €120  -120 msq 
· €180 - 200 smq

Prices may be subject to change as determined by Kells Town Council.
15. General Conditions
Any duly authorised representative of the Council shall be entitled at any time to enter upon and inspect the Allotment Garden.
The Licensee shall inform the Council of any change of the Licensee’s address.

The Council reserves the right to alter, change or add any further conditions as they see appropriate. 

While the Council will endeavour to ensure fairness and quality for all plot holders within the site the Council’s decision in relation to any of the above clauses is absolute.

