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	SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION


Meath County Council is required to prepare and adopt a new Traveller Accommodation Programme (TAP) under the provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation)Act, 1998.
The 5 Year Programme 2004 – 2008 concluded on the 31st December 2008 and the new Programme will cover the 5 year period from 1st January 2009 to 31st December 2013.
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has issued directions on the preparation, adoption and implementation of the programme which are contained in Circular NO.TAU7/08 and Memorandum attached thereto. 

The Minister has set the latest date for the adoption of the accommodation programme as 30th April 2009 

The primary purpose of the Housing Act, 1998 is to provide a comprehensive legislative framework which requires Housing Authorities to meet the accommodation needs of Travellers normally resident within their administrative areas. The provisions of the Act play an integral part in promoting social inclusion and equality and counteracting discrimination that may be experienced by members of the Traveller Community. The Act further provides for a comprehensive and planned response by Housing Authorities in meeting varying accommodation needs of the traveller community, a process underpinned by a thorough consultative process with all concerned interests.  
A summary of the main provisions of the 1998 Act, the primary legislation under which this Programme is prepared, is as follows:
· Each major Housing Authority must prepare and have adopted a programme of Traveller accommodation in their area;
· Adoption of the TAP is a reserved function of Meath County Council. However, in the event of the members failing to adopt a programme within the specified timeframe, the County Manager is required to adopt the programme by way of Manager’s Order.
· To provide for an extensive public notification and consultation process in respect of the preparation of the Traveller Accommodation Programme.

· To require Housing Authorities to take reasonable steps to secure the implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programmes.

· To provide for the establishment of the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.
· To provide for the establishment of a Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee to facilitate consultation with the Community.
· To amend the Local Government Planning code to ensure that County and Town Development Plans specifically include objectives concerning the provision of Traveller Accommodation.
· To extend to Residential Caravan Parks the powers available to Local Authorities under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1997, relating to anti-social behaviour and estate management.

	SECTION 2
Review of Meath County Councils Traveller Accommodation Programme 2004 -2008


During the life of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2004 -2008 the following targets were achieved.

· 29 families were allocated standard Housing during the 5 year period of the Programme

· 9 Families were facilitated with transfers

· 11 Families were allocated places on bays on the Halting Sites.
· Extensions to 2 houses provided

· Remedial Works on St Patrick’s Park Halting Site Athboy Road completed to the highest standard 

· Remedial works on St Martins Halting Site Trim & St Francis Park Halting Site at an advanced stage of planning.

· No applications received under the Shared Ownership Scheme

· 33 Replacement Caravan Loans were approved
· 23 Families facilitated in private rented accommodation (not provided for in original programme)

A detailed list of targets and results are contained at Appendix 2 
The targets set out in the 2004-2008 Programme have by and large been met and in some areas exceeded and addressing the housing needs of a significant number of traveller families.
	SECTION 3
Legislation & Policy


Meath County Council’s 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009 – 2013 has been prepared in accordance with the guidelines set out by the Dept. of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government (D E H & L G) and in accordance with the provisions of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.
Meath County Council will work closely with all stakeholders of the Meath Inter-Agency Strategy for the Traveller Community to implement this Plan successfully on an integrated multi faceted basis
· Meath County Council will strive to accommodate members of the Traveller Community who are indigenous to County Meath, if the need arises. Indigenous Travellers are those who are resident in the County for over 3 consecutive years, completed the necessary application forms and satisfied statutory criteria.
· Initial assessment is carried out by the Local Authorities Social Worker to determine the type of accommodation sought ,advise, assist and, and to continually work with the applicant, local bodies and authorities to secure same.

· Meath Local Authorities (MLA’s) policy in relation to offers of accommodation provides that where a 1st offer is not feasible then, alternative accommodation will be offered. If this alternative offer is refused, without good reason, the applicants’ priority will diminish. Refusal of 3 offers will result in the applicant being removed from the Housing Waiting List.
· Meath County Council will consult with families, statutory and voluntary bodies, and all stakeholders of the Meath Inter-Agency Strategy for the Traveller Community, along with the Local Traveller Accommodation Committee ( LTACC,) D, E, H & LG and the public to implement this new 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013.
· Roadside families will be deemed to be eligible for consideration for housing accommodation once they can provide evidence that they have exhausted all other avenues and are not included in another Local Authority’s 5 Year Plan.
· Members of the Traveller Community who own /keep horses must abide by the guidelines set out in the Control of Horses Act, 1996 and the Control of Horses Bye-Laws 1998.

· Following an offer of standard local authority accommodation, the applicant as is the requirement of all applicants for Social Housing must attend a Pre-Tenancy Course provided by Meath County Council. A specially adopted Pre-Tenancy Course is being prepared for members of the Traveller Community in Meath who secure an offer for Halting Site accommodation. An after-care plan is agreed for all successful families and is provided by support staff on a multi-agency basis including the Councils Social Worker.
· Unfortunately, if tenants fail to comply with the Tenancy Agreement criteria, including anti-social behaviour, they will be required to surrender their interest in the property. Failing that, a Notice to Quit would be served, leading to Legal Proceedings. It is the policy of Meath County Council that all efforts are made to prevent this from happening.

· Homeless Travellers are accommodated by our Social Worker, generally through Privately Rented Accommodation / Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS). Members of the Traveller Community who present as Homeless following a Notice to Quit are excluded from this service, unless deemed exempt by Meath County Council.
	SECTION 4
Mission & Strategy Statement


	                                          Mission Statement


Meath County Council will operate a comprehensive accommodation Programme for Travellers, involving a range of integrated measures to meet their accommodation needs. The Council will include in the plan employment opportunities for young Travellers to break the cycle of long-term unemployment and to improve their life-chances.

1. The accommodation Programme will include the following elements, 
· Direct provision of standard local authority housing, 
· Traveller specific accommodation, such as Group Housing,
· Refurbishment of the permanent Caravan Parks as required.

· Loans for replacement of mobile homes.

· Overnight camping lay-byes where need is established
2. Houses need to be allocated each year at a rate so that the need for another permanent Caravan Park does not arise during the duration of the Programme. However the provision of housing will be related to targets in the Social Housing Investment Programme which are related to Capital funding availability.
3. Up to fifty houses, to mostly include transfers, casual vacancies and through the Private Sector, will be required for allocation to the Traveller families between 2009 and 2013 so that the current success of the accommodation Programme will be maintained. The remaining thirty one families will be considered for a range of accommodation types, including Group Housing and Bays in the existing permanent caravan parks. The delivery of these objectives is directly related to the availability of Capital funding to fund the provision of the underlying targets. 
4. Traveller families who reside permanently in Co. Meath for at least three years will be regarded as indigenous. 
5. Traveller parents who grew up in Co. Meath & who return to the county will be deemed indigenous if they are not included in the Traveller Accommodation Programme of another Local Authority.
6. The Council will work closely with Voluntary Housing Agencies whom it is recognized play a significant role in the provision of Social Housing in providing accommodation for traveller families.

7. The Social Housing Options will be used to assist Travellers to provide accommodation for themselves, where they have the capacity to do so.
8. The Programme will be enhanced by measures to encourage participation of Travellers in the maintenance and management of Traveller specific accommodation.
9. Meath County Council is committed to engaging in wide-ranging consultation with Travellers on a variety of levels including :
· With individual families through the Social Worker, Housing Officers and the Housing Needs assessment process.

· With the extended family groups through the Social Worker and Traveller Support Groups.

· At community level through the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the Housing Strategic Policy Committee.
· With Voluntary and Statutory bodies and state agencies providing services to the Traveller Community including the HSE, Gardai, VEC, the Equality Authority and the County Development Board.
The Council will have regard to the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Guidelines published in 2008 on consultation mechanisms concerning a Traveller specific accommodation project. 
10. Networks with other statutory and voluntary agencies in the area of Health care, Education and Employment will be developed to provide a strategic focus to service provision and specific joint projects will be undertaken with them, in conjunction with the Meath Interagency Strategy for the Traveller Community in Meath.

11. If the need arises, to provide facilities for transient families, the aim of Meath County Council will be to meet their health and safety needs in a number of short-stay facilities around the county, in a way that allows continued mobility.

12. Provision is made in the following legislation to deal with situations where unauthorised encampments may arise:

· Roads Act,1993
· Housing(TravellerAccommodation) Act,1998
· Local Government(Planning and Development) Act, 2000 as amended
· Housing Miscellaneous Provisions Act (Criminal Trespassers Act) 2002

· Local Government( Sanitary Services) Act, 1948.

	                                                 Strategy Statement


1. Implementing Authorities

Meath County Council will be the relevant implementing authority for the five-year accommodation Programme for Travellers. Navan, Trim and Kells Town Councils shall have regard to this Programme in the performance of their statutory function concerning the provision of housing accommodation.

2. Co-operation/Co-ordination between Implementing Authorities
Meath County Council will act as an agent for the relevant Town Councils for the purpose of allocating accommodation to Traveller families.
3. Funding for Traveller Accommodation Programme
Funding for measures identified in the Traveller Accommodation Programme (TAP) is provided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government as part of the overall Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP).

Every effort will be made within the resources available to meet the accommodation needs of the families identified in the Housing Needs Assessment 2008 and the priorities identified within this programme. 
4. County Development Plan 2007 -2013
The Housing Strategy which is contained in the County Development Plan adopted in March 2007 identifies the Traveller Community as people with a shared history, culture and traditions, including historically, a nomadic way of life. The Strategy addresses the accommodation needs of the Traveller community and refers to the comprehensive accommodation programme involving a range of integrated measures to meet the accommodation needs.
5. Building Homes Sustaining Communities
The Government Policy Document Building Homes Sustaining Communities published in 2007 places a particular emphasis on the accommodation needs of the Traveller Community and the requirement to achieve effective co-ordination at local level of all services to Travellers in conjunction with work of the High Level Group on Travellers. The policy identifies the continued need for capital investment in the Traveller Accommodation Programme and new procedures to be developed to improve management and maintenance of Traveller specific Accommodation.

In addition to National Policy reforms significant housing policy developments have also taken place at local level in recent years and resulting in Local Authorities gaining new responsibilities for the implementation of National Policies and including the preparation and implementation of the Traveller Accommodation Programmes.
Strategy for Interagency Co-operation in the Delivery of Services in Supports to the Traveller Community
Responsibility for preparation of this Strategy was devolved to County Development Boards in line with a recommendation of a National High Level Group on Traveller supports in 2006 and to ensure the development of strategic plans with a coordinated interagency approach.

The Strategic Plan for County Meath was adopted in April 2007 following inputs from relevant agencies and with clearly identified actions plans to be completed by such agencies within specific timeframes. One of the action plans focused on the accommodation needs of the Traveller Community and particularly the extent of consultation necessary for traveller specific accommodation. 
1) Strategy to address Adult Homelessness in Ireland 2008 –Launched August 2008

The Strategy sets out the aim of eliminating long term homelessness (i.e. living in emergency accommodation for longer than 6 months). It proposes the moving away from the provision of emergency accommodation towards long term and mainstream housing. The strategy outlines six different strategic aims each involving actions at national & local levels and will include measures to address the needs of Members of the Traveller Community who present as Homeless.

The provision of a Homeless Hostel in Navan has been advanced with the identification of a Service provider and steps are now being taken to find a suitable location for the Hostel.
2) Service Indicators

Progress on achieving targets set out in the Traveller Accommodation Programme is now one of the defined Service Indicators by which improvements in the service to the public can be assessed and tracked over time. In particular the total number of Traveller families accommodated as a percentage of the targets set out in the programme has to be given.
	SECTION 5
Census 2007, Housing Needs Assessment 2008 & Provision of Accommodation under Meath County Council’s 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013


The Annual Count / Census carried out on 30th November 2007 showed there are 221Traveller Families living in Co. Meath. This is an increase of 29 on the 2006 census.
The Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) 2008 reflected a variety of preferences from the Traveller Community in County Meath and showed how the future need of the Traveller Community would best be addressed.

In drafting Meath County Council’s 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013, the following factors have been taken into consideration in the provision of Traveller accommodation over the coming years, subject to the necessary funding being made available.

Currently, there are 81 Traveller applications for standard local authority housing and 4 registered on the waiting lists for halting site accommodation. There is a separate record of those who are currently under age, but will require a bay on a halting site when they marry in future years.

Of the 81 application assessed under the 2008 HNA, 49 of the families showed a preference for standard local authority housing while 32 stated a preference for Traveller specific accommodation.

The 81 families assessed under the HNA are located at the following locations 
Table in respect of our HNA Figures
	                           AREA
	             Number of applications

	Ashbourne
	2

	Athboy
	2

	Ballivor
	1

	Cortown
	3

	Dunshaughlin
	2

	Kells
	1

	Navan
	61

	Trim
	9


TOTAL 81
There are 32 families who showed a preference for Traveller specific accommodation & wish to be accommodated in Group Housing Schemes in close proximity to Navan, Trim or Kells.
Currently there are 34 families in Privately Rented Accommodation in Navan, Ashbourne, Kentstown and Kells under the Rent Supplement Scheme.

                                                     Future Need
· In addition to the existing 81 applicants it is expected that the number of dependents currently under 18 years of age but who will have reached 18 by the time the 5 year plan concludes, will increase to approximately 135 
· The age profile of a number of dependants in the Navan Area suggests a significant number of marriages in 2009 
· Remedial Works proposed for St. Francis Park, Navan and St. Martin’s Park, Trim will serve to address the accommodation needs of dependants from these residential caravan parks.
· The issue of providing replacement conventional halting sites due to the changing nature of existing sites as part of Remedial works schemes, will be addressed if the Housing Needs Assessment , annual count etc identify clear needs for such a facility and subject to consultation with all relevant stakeholders.
· The years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 also show that a significant number of families would be of the marrying age. 
· In order to make sufficient progress, 18 families need to be accommodated in Standard Local Authority housing from the waiting list over the period of the programme
· A number of Group Housing Schemes maybe needed to cater for the growing future need. Consultation has begun with numerous Traveller families who expressed an interest in same.
· While there has been little take up in Tenant Purchase or Shared Ownership over the lifetime of Meath County Council’s 2 previous Accommodation Programmes, these will remain in situ. New schemes such as the Home Loan Choice and the Equity Loan are other options which can be considered.
· In recognising the nomadic aspect of Traveller Culture and the part Transient sites can play in this regard, the provision of such sites will be considered where a need arises and identified in the HNA, Annual Count etc. The development of such a facility on a regional basis in conjunction with other Local Authorities can also be considered. Any development of a Transient site is subject to the Part 8 Planning Process and would  have to accord with relevant guidelines from the DEHLG with regard to design, layout and management
· While recognising the limitations on funding due to changes in the funding mechanism for remedial works projects consideration is to be given to remediation works on housing estates where Traveller families reside including Clogherboy, Townparks, Reask & Alexanderaide in Navan and at Church View, Athboy.
· The provision of extensions to Traveller Houses as an alternative to transfers may be considered. 

· Initiatives with Voluntary Housing Bodies will continue to be promoted as a means of addressing the Housing needs of the Traveller community.

· Subject to the availability of funding applications under the Caravan loans Scheme will continue to be considered as such a scheme has proved beneficial to the Traveller Community in the past. 
· Financial assistance in the form of rent deposit or advance payments will be allocated to indigenous Travellers where specified conditions are met.

Meath County Council will actively promote the full range of social housing options for Traveller families which are set out hereunder:
· Standard Local Authority Housing

· House Purchase Programme

· Group Housing 

· Shared Ownership Scheme

· Residential Caravan Sites

· Caravan Loan and Grant Scheme

· Annuity Loans/Traveller Grant for house purchase

· Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme

· Housing Aid for Older People

· Housing Adaption Grant for People with a Disability

· Rural Cottage Programme

· Improvement Works in Lieu of Re-housing

· Affordable Housing Scheme

· Voluntary Housing

· Rental Accommodation Scheme [RAS]
	SECTION 6
Performance, Monitoring & Measurement


The Act places an obligation on the Council to secure implementation of the Programme within 5 years and requires continuing implementation and monitoring of progress.

During the lifetime of the Programme Meath County Council will endeavour to address the accommodation needs of Traveller families deemed to be in need of accommodation and subject to the availability of the necessary funding from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government. 
Targets will be monitored on a regular basis by our Housing Department and will be returned annually as a National Performance Indictor.
Regular Monitoring Returns will be submitted to the Dept. of Environment, Heritage & Local Government.

The successful operation of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee is crucial to the success of Traveller Accommodation Programmes. Meath’s LTACC will meet 4 times per annum.

Progress reports will be made available, upon request, to the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and Meath County Council.
Officials of Meath County Council will endeavour to ensure that applications for funding from the DEHLG will be made and that Traveller Accommodation needs will be included in the Housing Action Plan for County Meath.

Consideration will be given to the accommodation needs of Traveller families when preparing such strategic documents as the Housing Strategy, County Development Plan, Local Area Plans, County Development Board Strategy, Interagency Supports for the Traveller Community etc. 
Needs will be assessed and prioritised on a geographical basis within the county but families will be encouraged to consider areas other than their first preference with a view to creating a balance in the Council’s housing settlement policy and improving the options available to applicants themselves. 

This 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 will be reviewed within 3 years from the date of adoption, or at any other time as directed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

However, a review of the Programme can be carried out at any time the Local Authority sees fit
	SECTION 7
Conclusion


Meath County Council has highlighted, in this 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013, the current and future need for Traveller Accommodation in County Meath.

It presents the Policies regarding Traveller Accommodation, the Strategy for Implementation, its aims and review procedures.

Meath County Council recognises Traveller Culture and is committed to promoting Equality and inclusion for Travellers. It is the policy of the Council to provide a high standard of living accommodation based on the needs and the family circumstances of Traveller families in so far as is possible.
Meath County Council will endeavour to work with the Traveller Community of County Meath, Traveller Representatives, Local agencies both statutory and non-statutory and all stakeholders of the Meath Interagency Strategy for the Traveller Community of County Meath.
Meath County Council has taken into consideration how Consultation is paramount to a successful Programme, and is also sensitive to the views of the local public and also to the statutory requirements set out in legislation. 

All Stakeholders involved are committed to the success of this Programme and will work together to achieve same. 

All aims and targets set out in Meath County Council’s 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013 are subject to the necessary funding being made available.

Appendix 1 - Operation and membership of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee (LTACC)
The following recommendations are based on the NTACCs’ Guidelines published in 2004 following a review of the operation of the LTACC’s.

· Nomination procedures need to be inclusive and transparent, it is important that Traveller representatives are in a position to represent the overall Traveller population in each area. In areas where local Traveller accommodation organisations exist, these groups should nominate their own representatives, where local groups do not exist the national Traveller organisations should be of assistance to local authorities.  
· LTACC’s are to advise the appointing authority in relation to:
a) The provision and management of accommodation for Travellers

b) The preparation and implementation of any accommodation Programme for the functional area of the appointing local authority, and

c) The management of accommodation for Travellers 

· LTACC’s should not be used as a forum to discuss individual cases.

· LTACC’s should meet a minimum of 4 times a year, as laid out in the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998.

· As stated by the NTACC, the appropriate Director of Services or Delegated Officer should report in person to every meeting of the LTACC.
· The position of Chairperson should be reviewed at the end of the second year of appointment; this position should be rotated around the various representatives.
· In accordance with best practice work ethics the position of Chair and Vice Chair should not be held by people in the same category of representative roles i.e.: two officials, elected representatives or Traveller representations. 

· The overall objective of the LTACC’s is to ensure that the Traveller Accommodation Programmes are implemented in full. In order for this to happen the LTACC’s should measure progress annually based on the TAP annual targets and its own work plan. 

· Process as well as delivery should be monitored by the LTACC.

· The LTACC should produce an Annual Report giving a summary of activities for the period in question, Copies of this Report should be given to the appointing authority as well as a copy sent to the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee.

· The LTACC should formally report to the appointing authority Manager & Director of Services twice a year. The Manager and Director of Services should formally be asked to meet with the LTACC once a year, on completion of the LTACC’s Annual Report.

· As was recently highlighted by all key stakeholders at National Seminars organised by the NTACC, the successful operation of LTACC’s is crucial to the success of TAP’s.  In cases where authorities are having difficulties in regard to the establishment or functioning of an LTACC, the national accommodation officers of the Irish Traveller Movement(ITM) are available to assist.
Membership of the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee
Chairperson:
Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher
Traveller Support Group Representatives:
Mr. Michael McDonagh,Vice Chairperson 

Christopher Joyce
Julieanne Joyce
Councillors:
Cllr. James Mangan
Cllr. Noel Leonard
Cllr. Tommy Reilly
Cllr. Jenny D’Arcy
Cllr. Jimmy Peppard (Trim Town Council)
Meath County Council: 
Brendan McGrath, Director of Services
Larry Whelan, Senior Executive Officer
Jim White, Administrative Officer
Louise Clinton, Senior Social Worker,Secretary
Joe Fahy, Senior Engineer
Appendix2: 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme 2004-2008Progress Report
	   Meath County Council’s 5 Year Traveller Accommodation Programme                                              

                                          2004 - 2008                                   


	                         Target
	                      Result

	                          2004
	                       2004

	It is envisaged that 4 families will be allocated housing in the Windtown area before the end of the year.
	One additional allocation to be made in 2005 to meet this aim.

Target met in 2005



	It is envisaged that 2 families will be awarded transfers by the end of the year
	2 families were transferred.

Target achieved

	It is envisaged that 3 families will be allocated bays by the end of the year
	3 families secured bays

Target achieved


	                         Target
	                       Result

	                           2005
	                        2005

	Eight families will be allocated housing in the Meath area where need arises.
	11 families were housed

Target achieved

	Two families will be accommodated through transfers or casual vacancies
	3 families were

transferred

Target achieved

	One house will be purchased in the Meath area where need arises
	House purchased Trim Area 2008


	One family will avail of the Shared Ownership Scheme, if need arises
	No applications received from Members of Traveller Community.

	One family will be allocated a new house in a Voluntary Housing Scheme, subject to need availability
	One family housed
Target achieved

	One house will be extended in lieu of a transfer if the need arises
	Extension completed in 2005
Target achieved

	Approval of Replacement Caravan Loans as the need arises.
	24 Replacement Caravan Loan Applications were approved. (18 in 2004 & 6 in 2005)


	Additional Achievements

	2 families housed

13 families placed in PRA

4 families awarded bays




	                        Target
	                         Result

	                         2006
	                          2006

	Eight families will be allocated housing in the Meath area where need arises
	One family was housed



	Two families will be accommodated through transfers or casual vacancies
	Target not met

	One house will be purchased in the Meath area where need arises
	Target not met

	One family will avail of the Shared Ownership Scheme if need arises
	No applications received

	Approval of Replacement Caravan Loans as the need arises.
	6 applications received



	A number of families will be accommodated under the Group Housing Scheme
	Funding received for 2 GHS’s



	Any identified remedial works on both St. Martin’s Park Trim, and St. Francis Park Navan, will be costed and proposals sent to the Department of the Environment.
	Consultation period began



	Additions to Accommodation Plan for the year 2006
	7 families placed in PRA

5 families awarded bays


	                         Target
	                        Result

	                          2007
	                         2007

	Eight families will be allocated housing in the Meath area where need arises.
	Six families have been housed to date

	Two families will be accommodated through transfers or casual vacancies.
	Target met



	One house will be purchased in the Meath area where need arises
	Target not met to date



	One family will avail of the Shared Ownership Scheme, if need arises.
	No applications received to date



	Approval of Replacement Caravan Loans as the need arises.
	4 applications have been submitted to MCC to date

	One house will be extended in lieu of a transfer, if need arises
	Plans in place to develop an urban house



	One family will be awarded a new house in a Voluntary Housing Scheme, subject to need and availability
	No availability at present

	Any identified remedial works on both St. Martin’s Park Trim, and St. Francis Park Navan, will be costed and proposals sent to the Department of the Environment.

Development of short-stay facilities in Co. Meath, if 

need arises.                                                                                                             
	Consultation period completed on both sites



	Additions to Accommodation Plan for the year 2007;
	11 families placed in PRA

2 awarded bays

	Additional aims for

2007

1. 5 allocations  

2. 2 transfers

3. Minimum of 3 house purchases

4. 1 extension in lieu of transfer
	Additional aims for                           2007

1. by 31/12/07

2. by 31/12/07

3. by 31/12/07

4. by 31/12/07


	                           Target
	                          Result

	                            2008
	                           2008

	8 Families will be allocated housing in the Meath area where need arises
	Target met

	2 families will be accommodated through transfers or casual vacancies
	Target met

	1 house will be purchased in the Meath area where need arises
	Allocation of a new build from stock in lieu of house purchase

	Approval of Replacement Caravan Loans as the need arises.
	3 applications to date

	One house will be extended in lieu of a transfer, if need arises
	No applications

	Development of short-stay facilities in Co. Meath, if need arises.
	No demand


. 
Appendix 3:
Annual Targets for Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013

	Type
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Standard Local Authority Housing
	2
	3
	3
	5
	5

	Traveller Group Housing
	
	
	8
	
	8

	Halting Site Bays
	 
	
	
	1
	

	Transient Bays
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Halting Site Refurbishments
	 
	13
	
	13
	

	Group Housing Refurbishments
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None


The implementation of the above Programme will require co-operation between the Traveller and Settled Communities; Provision of adequate funding both at National and Local Level and participation by other relevant agencies.
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