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Dunshaughlin Area Meeting 19th June 2006

 Ashbourne Civic Offices 9.00 am

Minutes

Councillor Nicholas Killian, Chairman presided.

Members Present

Councillor Charles Bobbett

Councillor Joseph Bonner

Councillor Oliver Brooks

Councillor Brian Fitzgerald

Councillor Noel Leonard

Officials in Attendance

Michael Killeen, Area Manager

Alan Rogers, Area Administrator

Joe McGarvey, Area Engineer

Martin Rogers,  Senior Executive Officer

Gerry Boyle, Senior Engineer

Joe Fahy, Senior Engineer

Mary Plunkett, Administrative Officer

Joanna Kelly, Executive Planner

Clare Carr, Assistant Planner

Niamh Reilly, Staff Officer

Apologies

None

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 22nd May 2006.  Proposed by Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett.  

1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Dunshaughlin Area Meeting held on Monday 12th June.  Proposed by Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Joseph Bonner.  

2.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

2.1 Councillor Noel Leonard expressed his sympathy to the Family of former Taoiseach Charles Haughey  on the death of the former Taoiseach.

3.0 Matters Arising from the minutes

Councillor Charles Bobbett requested an update on the taking in charge of the Old Mill Estate, Ratoath.  J. McGarvey informed the members that no response had been received from the Developer to date.  Councillor Killian felt action may be necessary by Meath County Council to take the estate in charge immediately.  J. McGarvey to report to the members on the cost of taking the estate in charge in its current state.

4.0 Correspondence

4.1 Letter from Donal Curtin, Chief Executive An Post regarding postal service

A. Rogers presented response from Donal Curtin to the members.  Councillor Leonard noted the marked improvement in the Dunboyne Service.  Councillor Fitzgerald stated he is still experiencing delays of 10 –16 days in post coming from Navan.  Councillor Killian felt the issue concerned both Management and Staff, and felt it was unfair for Mr. Curtin to outline staff absence as a major contributor.  Councillor Leonard felt it was not the staff that was responsible, but that the system for staff cover was not sufficient.  Councillor Charles Bobbett expressed the importance that cover be available for staff leave and additional staff retained if necessary.  Councillor Joseph Bonner advised it may be necessary in the meantime for post to be collected by businesses from the depot.

The members requested A. Rogers to respond with their comments to An Post.

4.2 Letter dated 12/03/2006 from Veronica Cooke, Kildare County Council regarding Northern Relief Road, Maynooth are County Council

A. Rogers presented letter from Veronica Cooke, Kildare County Council to the members.  The members felt consultation between the two councils was necessary, however they felt technical staff from each council should meet initially and report to the Members on the issues and inform the members of the best course of action.

A. Rogers to acknowledge the letter on behalf of the members and request staff from Kildare County Council to meet with staff of Meath County Council to discuss the Northern Relief Road, Maynooth. The members agreed the meeting should be held before the end of July to avoid the issue being prolonged.

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

5.1 Planning Applications

Councillor Brian Fitzgerald 

DA 60049 Elaine Makim

DA 60191 Niall Kelly

DA 60043 Sean McGovern

DA 60095 Richie Mulligan

DA 60209 MCP Packaging

DA 60151 Andrew and Janette Mackey

Councillor Charles Bobbett

DA 60149 Ed Tormey

DA 50250 Martin and Lorraine Muarhy

DA 50502 John and Josephine Hourican

DA 60152 Phil Synott

DA 60222 Tagh Farrell

Councillor Noel Leonard

DA 60183 Tina Byrne

DA 60149 Ned Tormey

DA 60202 William Mulliville

DA 60211 Roisin Gogan

DA 60043 Sean McGovern

DA 60216 Stephen Cunningham

DA 60222 Tagh Farrell

DA 60170 Eamon Walsh

DA 60209 MCP Packaging

Councillor Nick Killian

DA 60103 Suzanne King

DA  --- Saltan Properties -- Various applications

DA 60199 St. Paul’s National School

DA 50537 Leopard Homes

DA 60149 Ned Tormey

DA 60222 Tagh Farrell

Councillor Oliver Brooks

 No representations

Councillor Joseph Bonner

No Representations

5.2 Waste Permits

Councillor Killian reported that residents in Curragha are experiencing disturbance from the waste operator, they are finding the company are ripping up the road with the large trucks and showing a lack of courtesy to residents.  Councillor Killian requested a report for the next area meeting from the Environment Department on this matter.  

Councillor Joe Bonner expressed concerns regarding the lack of Health and Safety and consideration for the public by the builder working on the AIB in Ashbourne.  J. McGarvey to investigate and report to the members at the next meeting.

6.0 Infrastructure

6.1 To receive a report on the Draft Water Services Investment Programme Assessment of Needs 2007 - 2013 

Martin Rogers,  Senior Executive Officer and Gerry Boyle, Senior Engineer presented report to the Members on the Draft Water Services Investment Programme.  The Programme Assessment of Needs for 2007 –2013 must be completed by 31st July.  It has been passed by the SPC concerned and it has been agreed that it will go on public display on 27th June.  A copy of the draft programme to be circulated to each member.  The SPC will comment on any submissions received and the Draft Assessment of Needs 2007 –2013 to go to the Full Council Meeting in July.  The programme addresses the water needs for the County for any water scheme with a cost of over €635,000.  The Members expressed concerns regarding pipe sizes and the dependency on Meath County Council on the other Councils for Water.  M. Killeen to write to the County Manager for details of Meetings with Kildare, Louth and Fingal County Councils in relation to water issues.  M. Killeen to raise the issue at the RPG forum.

7.0 Housing, Social Community & Cultural

7.1 To consider and if though fit to recommend the adoption of the Amenity Grants Scheme for Dunshaughlin Electoral Area
M. Killeen present and circulated report on Amenity Grants Scheme for Dunshaughlin Electoral Area to the Members.  The report stated 71 application had been received county wide, with Dunshaughlin receiving 16 ( 11 new application and 5 repeat applications). Summary of Council Projects - Total County Projects costs €21.4m - Total cost for Dunshaughlin area €12.3m- Amount of Grants sought for Dunshaughlin Area €10.7m

Funding available for 2006 €3,643,00 to be allocated as follows

Scheme 
                                       2006 Funding Requirements
2006 Funding Available



Meath Arts Centre
240,000
240,000

County Museum
48,000
0

Community Parks,Village Imps.
60,000
60,000

Meath Walking & Cycling Routes
32,000
32,000

Primary Schools Paint Scheme(HSE)
1,200
1,200

Scheme Administration
20,000
20,000

Playgrounds/Incentives
125,000
330,000

Town/Village Amenity Works/Incentive 50,000
450,000

Ashbourne Urban Renewal Scheme
0
400,000

Dunshaughlin Town Square
500,000
250,000

Dunboyne Park
0
80,000

Ashbourne Community Facilities 
300,000
300,000

Ashbourne Church Ground Links
200,000                                             0

Dunshaughlin Park
300,000
100,000

Ratoath Riverwalk
50,000
100,000

Ashbourne Riverwalk
50,000
100,000

Dunboyne Cultural,Social& 

Community Facilities
200,000
250,000

Bridge Restoration/Enhancement
50,000
0

Community Groups
943,100
930,700


3,169,300
3,643,900

M. Killeen presented individual report to the members on each of the schemes above.  Copies of the individual scheme available on request.

The members thanked Michael for his report.  2006 Amenity Levies Scheme for Dunshaughlin Electoral Area proposed by Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Joseph Bonner.

7.2 To receive a report in respect of allocations under the Pride of Place Scheme for 2006

Mary Plunkett presented report to the Members on the Pride of Place Scheme 2006.  The report outlined that Pride of Place scheme was not about monetary rewards but focused on Meath County Council supporting the communities.  The Members felt the overall direction of the scheme very positive and thanked Mary for her presentation.  

7.3 To receive a report on Part 8 for Kilbreena Estate, Dunboyne

J. Fahy, Senior Engineer presented report to the Members on the Part 8 for Kilbreena Estate, Dunboyne.  The scheme would provide 12 3bed dwelling and 4 1bed adaptable to 2bed dwelling for the Dunboyne Area.  The units would be terrace with rear access to the back garden.  The report stated that semi detached housing in this estate would take away from the overall layout of the Estate.  J. Fahy informed the members that the access to the back gardens would be controlled to avoid instances of anti social behaviour.

Part 8 for Kilbreena Estate proposed by Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Joe Bonner subject to a condition of Planning that a Controlled Access be provided for Residents only for an access to rear of houses.

8.0 To receive a report in respect of Dunboyne IAAP

Kevin Stewart presented report to the members in respect of the Dunboyne IAAP.  The report stated the preparation of the IAAP for Dunboyne has been the subject of extensive public consultation including displays on two separate occasions and this consultation elicited large volumes of submissions and observations from local residents, community groups and statutory bodies to whom the draft was referred. The draft has also been the subject of presentation and debate at a number of Dunshaughlin Area Meetings and at full Council meeting level.


Issues raised during the consultation phase and which had to be addressed in the draft plan included:

· The designation of Dunboyne within the Dublin Metropolitan Area and the implications for the town as a result.

· The need for a more thorough appraisal of the traffic implications associated with the development of the lands and in particular traffic links with and movements in and out of Dunboyne. The need to ensure that any new road layouts were developed in such a way as to link cohesively and safely with existing and proposed road networks in the area also required additional consideration.

· The need to wait for formal Government commitments on the delivery of the Clonsilla to Dunboyne (Pace) rail line -as the members are aware such a commitment has since been made in Transport 21 and the detailed design of the scheme has commenced. This issue has implications for the type and density of development that can be allowed in order to support enhanced public transport links as well as the possible location of stations etc.

· The preparation of a Draft Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme under Section 49 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 for the purpose of part financing the rail line as the IAAP lands form part of the catchment area for this Scheme. Members will be aware that a draft of the proposed scheme is currently on public display.

· The need to address water and waste water services constraints.

· The Statutory obligations introduced by EU Directive 201/42 from July 04 to carry out a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the likely significant effects of plans and programmes prior to their adoption. The proposed IAAP lands require further examination and screening in this context.

The next step is to make any final amendments to the draft that might be required by the comments of the environmental agencies. Assuming that no significant changes are required the draft will be ready for display by the end of August and can be considered by the Council at the September meeting. 


In summary the timeframe is as follows:

By w/e 7th July - Screening complete and forwarded to D.O.E.H.L.G., E.P.A. etc.

By w/e 4th August – replies received 

By 4th September – Council approves variation for public display

By 6th November – Managers report on submissions to Council

Council then has a maximum of 6 weeks to consider the report. If Council agrees this could be done by the December meeting which is due to be held on 4th December.

The members thanked Kevin for his report.

9.0 Any Other Business

J. McGarvey informed the members the area was currently preparing a Review of Speed Limits and requests the members to submit any comments / observations to the Dunshaughlin Area Office in writing.

Councillor Brian Fitzgerald expressed concerns regarding speeding at The Hatchet, Dunboyne.  J. McGarvey to request the Garda Siochana to carry out occasional speed checks.

 Councillor Noel Leonard expressed concerns regarding water shortages at Milestown, Dunboyne and the flowing of water from the Statoil Garage on the Navan Road into neighbouring gardens.  Cllr. Leonard also expressed the need for the overgrown hedges at lane in Portmanna to be trimmed as it was causing a traffic hazard and the need for larger local access signs at Loughsallagh Bridge as customers of local businesses were finding access difficult. J. McGarvey to investigate.


Councillor Nick Killian expressed concerns regarding water shortages at Kilbride Road, Ratoath and requested the provision of a booster pump for the area.  J. McGarvey to investigate and revert to the members.


The Members agreed to hold Special Area Meeting to be held on 3rd July 2006 at 12 noon at Navan Council Chambers to discuss the Part 8 for Ratoath.


Next meeting to be held on 10th July at 9.00am in the Dunshaughlin Civic Offices.
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