[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.png]comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council




[image: image2.png]

Dunshaughlin Area Meeting 15th January 2007
 Dunshaughlin Civic Offices 9.00 am

Minutes

Councillor Oliver Brooks, Chairman presided.

Members Present

Councillor Joseph Bonner

Councillor Brian Fitzgerald

Councillor Nick Killian
Councillor Noel Leonard
Councillor Charles Bobbett

Officials in Attendance

Michael Killeen, A/Area Manager

Alan Rogers, Area Administrator

Mary Plunkett, Administrative Officer, Pride of Place

Joe McGarvey, Area Engineer
Joanna Kelly, Executive Planner
Siobhan Mooney, A/Staff Officer
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on Monday 12th December 2006 Proposed by Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett.
2.0
Expressions of Congratulations and Sympathy

None

3.0
Matters arising from the minutes.

Concerns were raised regarding the following issues:

· To fast-track commercial planning applications because of the importance to expand business in County Meath

· Playground in Ratoath – requested update

4.0
Correspondence.

4.1
Letter from Curragha Community Group 







Alan Rogers addressed the main issues concerning the Curragha Community Group to the members. The members agreed that a lot of money had already been spent in Curragha and that it was not possible to address all the issues. Of main importance were reducing the speed limit to 30 km outside the school and to provide better traffic calming measures and safety for children were desirable by the area members. 
5.0
Report from Protocol Committee
· Planning Applications
This matter was dealt with “in committee” in accordance with the Planning Protocol Committee.
· Waste Permits                                                                                                            This matter was dealt with “in committee” in accordance with the Planning Protocol Committee.
6.0
To consider proposed Disposal of Land in respect of:  
6.1 To consider the Disposal of Land at Lagore, Dunshaughlin (by way of lease) to Dunshaughlin Childcare Committee in accordance with Section 183 of Local Government Act 2001
Alan Rogers outlined to the Area Members that a 22 year lease on the lands at Lagore to Dunshaughlin Childcare Committee is proposed and will help obtain grant aid of €1 million for childcare. The consideration is €100 per year. The Disposal of Land at Lagore, Dunshaughlin was proposed by Cllr. Nick Killian and seconded by Cllr. Charles Bobbett at area level. The proposal to dispose of this land (by way of lease) at Lagore is to be brought forward to the next full council meeting.
7.0
Other Statutory Business


7.1 Infrastructure

7.1.1. To receive a report on the Area Works Programme for 2006
Joe McGarvey, Area Engineer, distributed a report to the Dunshaughlin Area Cllrs. outlining a significant number of projects completed in the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area by the area office over the past year as part of the 2006 Road Works Programme. The report excluded other projects in the area i.e. major capital schemes, DCS projects or Amenity projects. Improvement works completed were: 
· installation of traffic lights

· footpath improvements

· improvements in vehicle and pedestrian safety 
· macadam overlays
· surface dressing

· drainage works 
· public lighting 
· installation of traffic calming ramps 
· signage

· strengthening of bends 
· repairs of potholes 
· pruning of trees
The total budget for the Dunshaughlin Area, including maintenance, was c. €5.5 million. The Dunshaughlin Area Works Programme was completed in time and within the allocated budgets.  The Area Members thanked Joe and congratulated him, Paul Carroll and all the outdoor staff for their hard work over the past year.
Concerns were raised regarding the following items which are to be investigated:
· The QBC works in Dunshaughlin: delays in project, Health & Safety aspect, concerns re: contractor 
· The completion date of the Arch Bar Junction 
· An update as to the progress of the new roundabout junction at Jamestown 

· Delays on projects due to ESB problems. The Members requested that letters be sent to both the Minister and ESB inviting them to attend an Area Meeting

· Inadequate signage during foggy/bad weather both Milestone and Rathcross Roundabouts

· Maintenance of new roundabouts and provision of sponsorships
· Works not yet carried out at Belper Cross 
· Muck left on road in Dunsany due to overfill of drains and left in awful state by landowners
· Condition of Class III road at Kilbrew down to Riggins
· Overlay at Clownstown - issues with height of verge on N3 & tie-ins to Killeen Road & Smithstown Lane
· Taking In Charge of Clonkeen and Old Mill Estates. Requested update at next meeting

· Requested update with regard to the playground in Ratoath

· Fire in Choill Bheag – Hydrant covered and lack of signs for Fire Engine to locate house

· Ashbourne Cemetry- requested procedures be put in place to deal with maintenance issue – e.g. disposal of wreaths etc.
· Traffic lights at Tesco junction – requested report and timetable for upgrading of  same at this very dangerous junction
· Ashbourne Main Street – requested proposals for major upgrade of same

· Development at Bachelors Walk – car parking – requested yellow lines to prevent parking

· Localised flooding at Archestown Road

· Lack of signage in Brindley Park

· Bottle bank situation in Ashbourne

· Footpath from Clonee Manor - Village - issue with section across private residence frontage
7.2 Planning and Economic Development

7.2.1 To consider a review of the Community Grants Scheme
Michael Killeen, A/Area Manager, distributed a detailed report to the members of the Community Grants Scheme with the main issue being the proposal to cap grants to Community Groups at €500,000. The members requested the cap to be reviewed and also requested the Projected Costs of Capital (Social Infrastructure) Programme for 2007 – 2009 along with the Projected Revenue. 
7.2.2 To consider response to request for meeting with Leixlip Area Committee (and issues to be raised)

This matter was dealt with “in committee” in accordance with the Planning Protocol Committee.

7.3 Housing, Social, Community and Cultural
7.3.1 To receive a presentation on the Pride of Place Urban Tree Planting 

Programme for the Dunshaughlin Area

Mary Plunkett, Administrative Officer, Pride and Place, presented a PowerPoint report to the Area Members informing them of the proposed sites for the trees to be planted in the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area as part of the Meath County Council’s Pride of Place Urban Tree Planting Programme. The planting will be carried out by Coillte Consult, a subsidiary company of Coillte, on behalf of Meath County Council. The members thanked Mary for the update whilst raising concerns regarding the upkeep of the trees and the problems that may arise in the future regarding uprooting of pavements due to mature trees. Mary informed the members that approx. 95 housing estates are involved with maintenance courses for these people that will have trees planted in their estates.

This concluded the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area meeting of the 15th January 2007. The next meeting is to be held on 12th February 2007 at 9.00 am in the Dunshaughlin Civic Offices.
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