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Minutes of Dunshaughlin Area Meeting 14th November  2011

Dunshaughlin Area Office 9.45am

Cllr Niamh McGowan presided
Members Present

Cllr Joe Bonner

Cllr Brian Fitzgerald

Cllr Nick Killian
Cllr Noel Leonard

Cllr Maria Murphy

Cllr Gerry O’Connor

Officials in Attendance

Brendan McGrath Director of Services & Area Manager
Emmanuel Mwadiwa Acting Area Engineer 

Áine Bird Area Administrator
Mary Fagan Clerical Officer
Fergal O’Bric Executive Planner

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes
1.1
On the proposal of Cllr. Nick Killian and seconded by Cllr. Maria Murphy the minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2011 were agreed.
2.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes
The members raised the following:

· A request from a group regarding the unauthorised developments along the N2 wishing to attend the next area meeting
· Bus Eireann to give a response to queries on bus stops
· Issue with noise from Broadband fans located in  Council Depot, Dunboyne
·  Confirmation on gritting the Inner Relief Road, Ratoath 
· Update on outdoor staff for Ratoath and surrounding areas.
3.0        Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

Congratulations were expressed to:
· President Mr Michael D. Higgins on his inauguration

· Mr John Lee from Pagestown Kilcloon who designed and crafted the Presidents Chair.

· Ratoath Minor Gaelic football team who won the County Championship

· Dunshaughlin Senior Gaelic football team who won the Féis Cup.
· Áine Ryan, Ratoath on her recent running success
· Rebecca Conlon Trent on her recent success. 

· Dunshaughlin village and Garden City, Ashbourne on their recent success in the Pride of Place competition.

4.0         To consider matters in respect of the Protocol Committee in relation to:

4.1       Planning

The members welcomed Fergal O’Bric Executive Planner back to the area.
Cllr Brian Fitzgerald

DA/110450
For
DA/110959
For

DA/110174
Against

DA/110677
For

Cllr Nick Killian
DA/110450
For

DA/110174
Against

Cllr Noel Leonard:

DA/110677          For

DA/110882         For
DA/110486
For

DA/110798
For

DA/110450
For

DA/110959
For

DA/110887
For

Cllr Maria Murphy

DA/110677
 For

DA/110887
Against

DA/110798
For
DA/110959
For

Cllr Niamh McGowan
DA/110887
Against.

Cllr Gerry O’Connor
DA/110174
Against.

DA/110887
Against
5.0        Other Statutory Business

Update from Clifton Scannell Emerson Consultants on proceeding to Part 8 for the Ashbourne Main Street Refurbishment project.
A report was circulated and a presentation given to the members by the consultants- Clifton Scannell Emerson Associates Ltd.
The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Not ready to proceed to Part 8, a lot of issues need sorting
· Concerns if the National Transport Authority will have funding in 2012

· Chamber of Commerce not happy with some issues

· Businesses/owners taking up parking  spaces

· Against reducing parking spaces unless there’s an alternative

· Need for controlled  parking

· Broadmeadow Bridge to be built in stone 

· If existing trees removed will they be replaced

· Have trees down the centre of street
· Need to address turning left from Bachelors walk

· Need walkway from library to bank

· Pedestrian access required from Killegland street to Frederick street

· No pedestrian access from Hunters Lane to town centre
· Church grounds private, could lead to antisocial behaviour

· Disabled persons parking to be included
· HGV’s a hazard through the village, weigh restriction required
· Opposed to cycle lane between car parking and road, will be a safety concern
· Opposed to cycle lane at church gate as too narrow.

· Footpaths should be laid with tarmac/concrete to prevent trips/falls.
· Who will monitor parking

· Water, sewerage, eircom, electricity cables all to underground first, chamber of commerce should be made aware of this
· Will NTA provide funds for cycle lanes.

Officials and Consultants responded:

· Consultants have consulted with other departments regarding the Part 8
· Chamber of Commerce concerned with 
(a) alternative parking for people parking long term

(b) controlled on street parking  i.e. 2 hour max parking
(c) timing of the project.

· Cyclists have right of way if cycle lane is on the street
· Cycle lanes are 1.8 wide and have a buffer zone between lane and road

· Can consider a 3tonne limit for HGV’s

· Median not possible on main street as various entrances to businesses

· Separate landscape plan for street
· Will retain trees where possible
·  Note concerns re: laying of kerbs

· Parameters of project needed & part 8 agreed then a costing completed for tender.
· There should be access between Frederick Street and Killegland however need consent from property owners.
· Undergrounding of cables, water & sewerage to complete first which could cost a lot of money.

· Need to advise chamber of commerce of the different phases and cost for each phase.

· NTA to fund cycle lanes and bus stops.

· The project will now be managed from the transport section with this area still involved due to shortage of staff in area to oversee it.

6.0          Matters raised with the permission of the Cathaoirleach

Cllr Brian Fitzgerald: 
· Red Road Batterstown, has been re-surfaced unfortunately potholes re-appearing.
· Traffic going to/ from site, Batterstown are speeding causing problems for locals
· Rathbeggan Graveyard, access still a problem.
· Public light at Culmullen Church not working, request for 1 additional light at car-park.

· Up-date on Dunshaughlin Graveyard and funding towards Kilcloon Graveyard.
Cllr Maria Murphy: 

· Beechdale Residents Assoc- request for more “Children at Play” signs. Could we        .
supply these with the dog litter signs
· Larchfield Estate – small section of path needs repair as it is a trip hazard. (sending photo separately)

· House in The Bollies, Kilbride – road resurfacing this year has caused flooding in drive way. 
· Section of road from Carton wall to Moyglare Cross (as far as junction of road up to Kilcloon ) in bad repair. Could we repair potholes now and do road repairs next year please?
· Roundabout outside Kilcock on Kilcock / Summerhill Rd, needs repair.

· Road from Ardrums to Nangles Shop needs repair.

· 2 lights out of order on pedestrian path at Dunboyne Train Station, Who is responsible for lights MCC or Irish Rail

· Reports from residents in Kilbreena that gate pillar of No 23 Kilbreena Cres. needs attention as it has moved away from adjoining wall. 

· Kilbreena – Land beside and behind The Crescent – could we consider allotments for the use by residents if there are no other plans for this land in the near future.

· Kilbreena – there was money allocated in the 2010 budget for road names signs. Any update.

· Clonee village-pedestrian lights which were removed during the works in the main street. When will the lights be replaced as this is a very dangerous road to cross.

· Great work on the path on the Rooske road, big improvement in visibility when driving as the overgrown trees and bushes in this section has been removed during the work.

Cllr Niamh McGowan:
· Invite received from Mr Ray Coyle to visit Tayto Park and to give a presentation on his proposals for the park over the coming years.
The members agreed to take a vote on the proposal by Cllr Niamh McGowan and seconded by Cllr Maria Murphy to:
1. To visit Tayto park and receive the presentation there

A counter proposal was put forward by Cllr Joe Bonner and seconded by Cllr Gerry O’Connor to;
2. To receive the presentation in Dunshaughlin Office and then visit the Park

Cllr Joe Bonner and Cllr Gerry O’Connor agreed and other members rejected this amendment.

3. Six members voted and agreed to visit the park and receive the presentation there.

7.0 Items/Correspondence raised by the Area Manager
· Inner Relief Road Ratoath will be included on gritting schedule from Ballybin to Steeplechase

· Drumree Road will be accommodated for gritting aswell
· Commissioning of the New Water Tower, planned in the first quarter of 2012. If there is an urgent need it can be brought into service. Borehole issue which needs to be resolved before council will take over.
· Three estates ready for Taking-in-Charge:- Maelduin, Dunshaughlin, The Old Mill Phase 1, Ratoath and White Ash Park, Ashbourne . Maps can be inspected from 21/11/11 and closing date for submissions is on 16/12/11.

· Works on schedule at Ashbourne Offices and will be available for use by the end of January 2012

· Bus stops at Manorlands and Seachnaill place, Dunshaughlin are not going ahead in 2011.
· Signage on M3 will go ahead
· Moratorium on staff. Cannot replace staff leaving on early retirement. Department has given sanction to employ 19 GO’s on a 2 year contract.

8.0 Notice of Motion:
8.1 Submitted by Cllr Noel Leonard.

In relation to Clonee Village Enhancement Programme, that the Manager provide the following information. (a) How much funding was allocated in total. (b) How much of the allocation has been spent to date.

I wish to propose that any unallocated funds for this project be ring fenced and be fully allocated for spending in 2012, particularly with Aldi project now completed.
A response was circulated to the members.

Members raised the following:
· Request a breakdown of the monies spent on the scheme
· Require funding to complete works in Clonee
· Query on the removal of the Traffic Lights

Meeting concluded at 2.15pm.
November 14th   2011 minutes
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