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May Monthly Meeting Chamber Duleek Civic Offices Wednesday 20thMay 2009 13.50
An Cathaoirleach Cllr. Eoin Holmes presided

Members Present:

Councillors Pat Boshell, Jimmy Cudden, Anne Dillon-Gallagher, Tom Kelly

Officials Present:




Tadhg McDonnell, Area Manager, Jim Colwell, Area Engineer, Paul Monahan, Area Administrator

Paul Monahan advised the Members / Officials of the provisions of Part 15 of the L.G. Act 2001 and the code of conduct for Members, Officials and non-elected Council committee members regarding declarable interests of themselves and of any connected person. Each individual has a responsibility to comply and the Ethics Officer has a duty to ensure compliance with these statutory requirements.  

1.0
Confirmation of Minutes
1.1
The minutes of the Special Meeting on Wednesday 15th April, 2009 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Dillon-Gallagher & seconded by Cllr. Cudden
1.2
The minutes of the April Monthly Meeting on Wednesday 15th April 2009 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Dillon-Gallagher & seconded by Cllr. Boshell.
1.3
The minutes of the Special Meeting on Friday 1st May 2009 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Dillon-Gallagher & seconded by Cllr. Holmes.  
1.4
The minutes of the Special Meeting on Tuesday 5th May, 2009 were confirmed on the proposal of Cllr. Dillon-Gallagher & seconded by Cllr. Boshell

2.0 Matters raised with the permission of the Cathaoirleach
The Members raised the following issues:

· Damage to road network caused by quarry traffic at Starinagh, Collon.
· Poor state of road at Glassallen, Collon.
· Indiscriminate and dangerous parking at the Credit Union, Slane 
· Dangerous tree at St. Patricks Terrace, Slane
· Provision of a footpath from Donore village to the Interpretative Centre. The Area Manager advised that the Council made a submission to Bord Failte for a riverside walkway from the pump house at Donore to Bru na Boinne
· Provision of speed ramps in High Meadows, Duleek. Can be considered under the Private Estate budget.
· Update on Limetree, Duleek.
· Wall at Kilbreck / Glasheen needs to be repaired
· Flooding at Carranstown, Duleek
· Indiscriminate parking on the L - 1620-0 at Gormanston train station
· Faulty flashing light and flooding at Stamullen school. 
· Derelict sites at Mornington and Stamullen.
· Potholes on the Ardcath to Mooretown Road
· Very bad repair of the Stamullen to Lisdornan Road
· Closure of public toilets at Duleek and Bettystown. The Area Manager stated that as part of n overall cost cutting exercise the toilets at Duleek would remain closed while those at Bettystown would have limited opening hours.
· Cessation of grass cutting at open spaces in Julianstown
· Closure of Laytown playground 
· Potholes and poor drainage on the Golf Links Road, Bettystown.
· Entrance to the beach at Bettystown in very poor condition. 
· Provision of a public light at Mountnewtown Church
· The Members welcomed ABP’s decision to refuse Greenstar application to increase amount of waste intake.
· Dumping at Oldbridge. The Area Manager advised that a S.55 notice was due to be issued on the landowner
· Erection of beach signage. 
· Provision of pedestrian crossings in Stamullen and the coastal area
· Provision of a bottle bank in Stamullen. There is no funding at present for these works
· Servicing of dog litter bins in Stamullen
· Commissioning of public lights and cctv system at Slane playground
· Replacement of Trim directional sign at the junction of the Navan / School roads in Duleek. Infrastructure is preparing a schedule of replacement signs for all Regional roads but no timeframe yet for the commencement of the works.
· Provision of public lighting on the Silverstream Road, Stamullen as the ducting is in place.
· Update on the Speed of Light art feature
3.0
Report on the Roadsworks Programme
The Members received, noted a report on the above and raised the following queries:
· Flooding on the R132 at Europa Hotel, Dublin Road, Drogheda. Will be investigated
· Road to Meade Potato Company in very bad repair. Area Engineer will investigate
The Area Engineer advised that the increased gritting costs resulting from the severe winter weather would reduce the maintenance money available to the area. In addition, the very heavy rain spring rainfall exacerbated the problem.
4.0 
Report on matters raised at the March Meeting

The Members received, noted the report on the above and raised the following queries:
· The Members requested that Housing section should source money to repair boarded up houses as every effort should be made to reduce the numbers on the housing list.
· There were problems with the central heating systems installed in some houses.

· Appointment of beach lifeguards.
5.0
Notice of Question
5.1 Cllr. Holmes
Further to my question tabled in January 2009, will the Manager, in the interest of public safety and the quality of life for the residents of Duleek, present to the Local Area Meeting a comprehensive traffic management and pedestrian safety plan for Duleek, including, but not limited to, budget, schedule and details of pedestrian crossings, traffic calming infrastructure and proposed layout?
The Members agreed that traffic calming and improvement works should be carried out in Duleek as soon as possible after the current sewer upgrade works were completed. 

The Area Manager said he would report back to the Members. In all likelihood any works of this nature would require substantial funding and would probably need to go to a Part 8 proposal.
Cllr. Cudden suggested that the Council approach the Parish Priest in Duleek for land for an off street car park and the Parish Priest in Slane for land for a car park beside the national School.
6.0
Notice of Motion
6.1
Cllr. Holmes
That the Councillors of the Slane Electoral Area thank the Area management and Area staff for their hard work, courtesy and professionalism over the past five years.
The Members unanimously agreed with this motion. They also paid tribute to the media for its press coverage over the last 5 years.
The Area Administrator circulated a report showing the achievements in the Slane Area over the 5 year lifetime of the current Area Committee.

The Area Manager, on behalf of the County Manager, staff and himself thanked the Members for their comments.

7.0
Correspondence / Issues raised by the Area Manager
The following items of correspondence were circulated and noted by the Members:
7.1
Letter from NRA stating in essence that it was not possible to provide funding at this stage for the construction of the N2 Slane Bypass.
The Members unanimously expressed extreme disappointment with the contents of this letter. Cllr Cudden suggested that that the five area Members contact the area’s TDs and Senator in an effort to progress the delivery of this vital piece of infrastructure.

The Area Manager advised the Members that they raise this issue at the Full Council meeting to discuss the Slane LAP on the 25th May.  
7.2
Letter from Julianstown Residents Association requesting support for their application for funding to Meath Leader to develop a Community Garden in Julianstown.
The Members unanimously expressed support for this funding application. 

7.3
Email from the Meath East Community Association requesting support for their application for funding to Meath Leader to develop a Community Centre in Bettystown.
The Members unanimously expressed support for this funding application. 

7.4
Letter from Duller Heritage Group requesting support for their application for funding to Meath Leader to develop a walkway through the East Commons, Duleek.
The Members unanimously expressed support for this funding application. They however requested that the Group submit a map of the area in question and also consult with the Heritage Officer and Area Engineer on the proposal.

7.5
Letter from Grangerath / Colpe Road / Dublin Road residents withdrawing their application to address a meeting of the Slane Area.
The Members noted this withdrawal.

7.6
Letter from Colpe Road Residents Association requesting permission to address a meeting of the Slane Area on various planning issues.
The Members agreed to forward the letter to Planning Section in Navan for advice.

8.0

To discuss matters in accordance with the recommendations of the Protocol Committee
Nothing raised
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 16.15.[image: image3.png]comhairle chontae na mi
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