[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council





[image: image3.png]1

i

et oty Comel




[image: image3.png]

        Ordinary Meeting

14th May 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Jimmy Cudden
Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett,  Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey,  Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Ann Dillon Gallagher,  John Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Michael Gallagher, Dominic Hannigan, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager Tom Dowling

Directors Brendan Mc Grath, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A)

Head of Finance: Fiona Lawless.

Senior Executive Officers  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin.

A/ Meetings Administrator: Mary Maguire
Apologies

Councillors Jenny D’Arcy, Peter Higgins, Michael Lynch, Bryan Reilly

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 2nd April 2007
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 2nd April 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
2.0 Matters Arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with
3.1 Anne Price, Oldcastle library on the death of her son Alan Price, RIP.

3.2 Tony Mc Gee, Dunshaughlin Area Office on the death of his father Harry Mc Gee, RIP.

3.3 The Maxwell family on the death of Daire Maxwell, RIP.
         The following expressions of congratulations were extended:

3.4 Gordon Elliott & Robert Power & Silver Birch on tremendous achievement in winning the Aintree Grand National.

It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr Murray, seconded by Cllr Mangan to host a reception in the Council Chamber to mark the event at a suitable time to be arranged

3.5 Amanda Smyth, Educational Development Officer on the recent very successful launch of the Meath Initiative for Life Long Learning project (MILL) and the Meath Education and Training Database.
3.6 All involved with the very successful  2007 Anti-Litter League and the victorious villages Dunderry, Dunboyne and Athboy
3.7 Drogheda United on victory in the Setanta Sports Cup.
At this point Cllr Kelly, supported by Cllr Killian, sought suspension of standing orders to discuss planning and water supply difficulties. 

It was unanimously agreed to suspend standing orders.

Cllr Killian referred to a property currently on the market with planning permission for a 14,500 sq ft house, which he alleged was not the subject of “local need” or occupancy clause.   
Cllr Killian also referred to the recent serious difficulty with maintaining a public water supply.  He commended council officials who kept the public representative updated on the situation but alleged that there was little if any communication from the council with consumers. He also referred to complaints which he had received regarding the “ out of hours” telephone service and it was confirmed that a report from the external service provider has been requested in this regard.   

In response County Manager, Tom Dowling confirmed the executive’s willingness to hold a special meeting and acknowledged the interdependency between Planning and Infrastructure. He highlighted that it was considered inappropriate to criticise in the chamber without the executive’s knowledge of the substance of that criticism and suggested that members indicate in advance what was required.

Following discussion it was agreed on the proposition of Cllr Cudden, seconded by Cllr Carey to hold a special meeting to discuss difficulties which the members felt have presented since adoption of the County Development Plan. It was further agreed to receive a presentation / update on water service within the county in order to achieve a holistic view of the situation.  Members also requested that planner be present at the meeting

The special meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 6th June 2007 at 10.00 am

4.0 Correspondence

4.1 Circular letter  RLS 09-2007: 2007 Grant Allocations for the Local Improvements Scheme.
County Manager Tom Dowling confirmed that this allocation is in line with 2006 and Senior Executive Officer Martin Rogers advised that there has been an increase in the allocation over the past few years.

4.2 Circular letter LG 12-2007 Disability Services Funding.

Members queried how it was proposed to spend this allocation and Director of Service Michael Killeen (A) outlined proposals as documented.
Revenue : €180,000 to be spent as follows
· Training

· Projects

· Libraries
Capital: €280,000 to be spent as follows 

· Installation of lift at Co Hall

· 5 Access Audits of Navan, Trim, Kells, Ashbourne & Bettystown

· Provision of easy route trail Balrath Woods

Members suggested that Meath County Council’s works do not comply with Part M or guidelines in relation to accessibility and that kerbs and footpaths were not properly dished.  They emphasised the need for contractors to have due regard to the national guidelines

4.3 Circular Fin 08-2007 regarding Commencement of Business Improvement Districts Legislation and Making of Ratepayer Plebiscite Regulations.

Noting that the BIDs legislation provides for an additional levy members considered this an additional form of stealth tax. 
4.4 Circular Letter LG 14-07 Extension of Social Inclusion Unit Programme

4.5 Notification of remaining programme funding : Urban and Village Renewal Programme 2000-2006
Senior Executive Officer Martin Rogers confirmed that the amount referred to is a balance of the 2000/2006 programme and the amount is final funding to Meath County Council in preparation of closure of the scheme.  This amount is already committed and cannot be allocated to any other work. Senior Executive Officer Mr Rogers also indicated that there is no indication as of yet whether the Urban & Village Renewal Scheme will be continued into the future. 

In response to a query it was confirmed that money identified under the programme for Nobber Bridge was not drawn due to contractual issues which presented prior to 31/12/2006.  However money have been provided in the Roads Programnme to facilitate these works in 2007.

4.6 Correspondence from Minister Martin Cullen: Notification of establishment of Dublin Transport Authority.
4.7 EPA Information Leaflet: How to Make an Environmental Complaint

4.8 HSE Information leaflet: 21st Century Health Services for the North East.

Cllr O Neill requested that representation from the HSE attend a full council meeting to discuss how it proposes to deliver services to the North East region and it was unanimously agreed to request presence of HSE personnel at an early meeting.
4.9 Notification of 2007 allocations for Housing Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a disability

4.10 Notification of the Local Authority Housing Capital Allocations 2007

At this point An Cathaoirleach Councillor Jimmy Cudden  referred to two issues which he had highlighted and needed to address when he took the office of An Cathaoirleach. These were in relation to Social & Affordable Housing and Road Safety.
An Cathaoirleach Councillor Jimmy Cudden then advised of his satisfaction to learn of the appointment of a new Road Safety Officer whose role will include administration of a Road Safety Unit and promoting and assisting in the implementation of the Governments Strategy on Road Safety, as well as making recommendations on road safety issues and initiating and promoting road safety campaigns and projects.

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Jimmy Cudden  hoped that the Road Safety Officer might advance / reinvent the Junior School Warden scheme as part of promotion of road safety.

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised full council of business transacted as follows:
5.1 LAZE DAZE, Cary, North Carolina
Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised that the committee had further discussed the invitation to visit and recommended that 3 members plus An Cathaoirleach travel.  County Manager Tom Dowling has recommended one official to form part of the delegation.

Some members suggested greater representation in the delegation

5.2 Municipality of Sandanski
Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised of further communication received earlier in the day from Mayor of Sandanski through Cllr Kelly in relation to a possible second visit to Sandanski before end of May (28/30.) She reported that the County Manager had been advised of this subsequent invitation and regretted that due to heavy current work programmes was unable to authorise further absences of senior staff at this particular point.   No formal decision was therefore made in relation to the second exchange visit

5.3 Attendance at Conferences in accordance with Circ Letter LG 33-06
Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised that attendance were approved.

5.4 Twinning

Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised of discussion at Protocol meeting and at management team in relation to a number of recent enquiries / requests for Twinning, both of whom agreed that this matter needed to be looked at from a corporate point of view.

Meeting Administrator Mary Maguire advised that there is no recorded corporate position on Twinning and it has been recommended to examine issues including establishing an understanding of why twin, who / what  can benefit, how much is it likely will cost (time, human and financial), who should coordinate programmes etc.  A working document is to be prepared to assist with preparation of formal corporate policy. 
At this point Cllr McCormack queried funding assistance for Athboy Fleadh Committee and County Manager Tom Dowling reaffirmed that the council is prepared to make a contribution.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Infrastructure
7.1.1 To consider “Draft” Meath County Council Water Bye-Laws 2007 and if thought fit to approve for public display the said “Draft”
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Oliver Brooks, seconded by Councillor Joe Bonner to place “Draft” Meath County Council Water Bye-Laws 2007 on public display.
7.1.2 To resolve to enter into an Agreement in the terms set out with Kildare County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Meath County Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of both Councils in relation to the carrying out of the planning, design and construction of a footpath including a footbridge linking the existing footpaths at Johnstown Bridge and Enfield (as described in the Schedule to the Agreement) and to affix the seal of the Council to the said Agreement 
During a debate members suggested the short-sightedness of the NRA in the design of the Motorway Scheme for the M4 and stated that the council should not have to incur any expense on this initiative.   The members also spoke of disapproval at the NRA abandonment of roads in a deplorable state following motorway construction and the liability and cost of repair falling to the Local authority. Accordingly members requested Infrastructure Section to write to the NRA seeking full funding for the works linking Enfield & Johnstown Bridge, subject of Section 85 Agreement.

The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Willie Carey, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray to enter into an Agreement in the terms set out with Kildare County Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Meath County Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of both Councils in relation to the carrying out of the planning, design and construction of a footpath including a footbridge linking the existing footpaths at Johnstown Bridge and Enfield (as described in the Schedule to the Agreement) and to affix the seal of the Council to the said Agreement.

7.1.3 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 to commence Advanced Works to Develop a Ground Water source at Rath Ashbourne in connection with the East Meath, South Louth & Drogheda Improvement Scheme.
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Joe Bonner, seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.2 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.2.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 11 no 3 bedroom 2 storey house and 1 no single storey 3 bedroom special adapted house at Stallen, Donore.
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.2.2 To receive guidelines on the Governance of Integrated Local Development Companies and Urban Based Partnerships.
The members received a presentation from Director of Services Michael Killeen (A) and the following main points were noted:

· Context of Guidelines on the Governance of Integrated Local Development Companies and Urban Based Partnerships
· Principle objectives – promotion of social inclusion, economic development , rural development
· Board membership including Local Government Sector, four members (3 County Councils 1 Town Council). Further 
· Other structures

The members noted significant funding could be available through the partnership and Director of Services Mr. Killeen indicated that there are guidelines on what qualifies for grant assistance he indicated that Meath Partnership will have to make a bid for funding.
7.3 Corporate Services
7.3.1 To fix date for 2007 Annual Meeting (14 days either side of anniversary of first Annual Meeting).
Having noted the recommendation of the Corporate Policy Group and An Cathaoirleach with reference to the provisions of the  Local Government Act 2001it was agreed to hold the meeting on 2nd July 2007.
7.3.2 To fix date for members’ visit to Tara Mines Tailing Pond 

This item was discussed in tandem with Item 9.2 below and it was agreed to visit the Mines on the same day as the Special Planning meeting 6th June 2007, with the visit to take place first.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Joe Reilly

Prior to the adoption of the Annual Budget in December 06, members were informed that funding would be capitalised to carry out a major planned maintenance housing programme. 
Can the Manager inform the members of the following:

(a) The extent of the progress to date.

(b) Plans for the remaining part of the year
The following response was circulated.  
Dear Member,
During the estimates preparation process a proposal by Management to undertake a programme of remediation and planned maintenance of the older Local Authority housing stock was the subject of some discussion.  This programme to include:

1. The remediation of 50 number rural cottages based on 10 for each of the Electoral Areas. 

2. Remediation of individual Local Authority rented houses in the older estates. In terms of moving this initiative forward consideration to be given to the refurbishment of long term void houses. 

3. A general remediation programme in both small and large Local Authority Estates. 

4. Other initiatives to include repair/replacement of defective septic tanks, windows & doors replacements, demountable dwellings, central heating programme, extensions to Local Authority & private dwellings in lieu of re-housing, etc. 

Since the initial discussions as part of the Estimates preparation process a number of events have occurred which will effect the  remediation and planned maintenance programme and in particular :

· December 2006 –Department advice of the devolution of greater responsibility to Housing Authorities in terms of the future use of Internal Capital Receipts (proceeds of sales of Local Authority Houses) and resulting in a greater number of housing initiatives that in the past have been fully or partially funded by way of grants from the Department will now be funded from ICR’s. 
· March 07 –presentation made to the full Council meeting on the use of the ICRs and when agreement was reached for the ring fencing of ICR funds to carry out inter alia, the remediation and planned maintenance programme  

· Proposals made to the Department to obtain approval for the recruitment of additional permanent staff to progress the actions set out in the Housing Action Plan as well as approval to recruit 10 no. contract project related staff. The approval of the Department is still awaited in this regard.

Pending approval on the staff resources issues the Housing Department are continuing with the planning of the remediation and planned maintenance programme in line with the strong priority this programme is being afforded by the said Department.

9.0 Notice of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Joe Reilly

“That in the event of negotiations failing to find a suitable replacement industry for NEC Ballivor, Meath County Council will enter into negotiations with the owners of NEC with the view of purchasing the factory as an industrial base for Ballivor and South Meath.”
The motion was proposed by Cllr Reilly, seconded by Cllr Gallagher and debated.  
Members, especially those representing the Trim area expressed disappointment that this motion was set down on the agenda and suggested that this was an unfortunate attempt to politicise the issue and a poor reflection on the efforts being made to seek an alternative industry for Ballivor.  Members expressed confidence that a replacement would be found and on a show of hands the motion was lost.

9.2 Submitted by Councillor Joe Reilly

“Given the financial cost of maintaining safe and high environmental standards, can the County Manager assure the members that sufficient funds, contracts and agreements are or will be in place so as to ensure that when Tara Mines ceases operation that the high cost of maintenance of the Mine and the Tailing Ponds will not fall upon the local authorities.”

The notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Tommy Reilly, seconded by Councillor Michael Gallagher and the following response circulated

Response

Mining Activities at Tara Mines are controlled under a number of permissions and  licences . The Minister for Communications Marine and Natural resources in his 6 Monthly report of 31st December 2006 estimated that there are some 15.9 Million Tonnes of ore body reserves in the Mine at 8.5% Zn and 1.8% Pb. I understand that these figures based on 2005 estimates would allow the mine to operate until approximately 2015.

Meath Co Council  has granted in excess of 20 individual permissions to the Mine while under the ownership of Tara Mines Ltd, Outokumpu  and  now New Boliden.The permissions of  relevance to this motion are 96/919 (pl 17.104373)Vertical extension of the Tailings ponds

NA30126  (17. 204034)for extension of mining to the town lands of Nevinstown and Liscarton.

NA40005 for extension of mining operations in town lands at Betaghstown, Boyerstown, Commons Irishtown Mullaghmore Allenstown Neilstown and Ongenstown

All permissions placed obligations on the Mine operator to create a fund with provision for rehabilitation and closure of the tailings  facility , and the underground mine. These permissions also required the submission of closure plans for both the mine and tailings facilities . The reason for the imposition of such conditions is “ To ensure the satisfactory completion of the development and to provide for proper rehabilitation of the site in the event of early closure , and in the long term.”

Meath Co Council holds a composite security valued in excess of 6.7 Million Euro.The funds are invested with various Financial institutions, assess managers and Government Agencies.

The EPA granted an IPPC licence to the mine on 29th May 2001.Ref 516
That licence required the putting in place adequate systems for environmental monitoring of the activity on all lands connected with the operation of the mine. The licence also includes obligations in respect of Site Closure Decommissioning & Perpetual Aftercare. Obligations under this licence include:

“The licensee shall within 18 months of the date of grant of the licence submit to the agency for agreement, fully costed plans for the decommissioning or closure and perpetual aftercare of the site or part thereof.”

The licence also obliges the Licence holder to “arrange for the completion by an independent and appropriately qualified consultant of a comprehensive and fully costed Environmental Liabilities Risk Assessment for the whole site which will address liabilities from past and present activities.”

It further requires the licensee to provide “within 18 months of the date of grant of the licence, to make financial provision in a form acceptable to the Agency to cover any liabilities incurred by the licensee as a consequence of environmental pollution arising on the site. The amount of indemnity must always be capable of covering the liabilities identified “ under the risk assessment.

The Planning Authority is satisfied that the New Boliden the current owners of the mine,  are sufficiently regulated under the Planning and Environmental codes  to ensure the ongoing operation of the facility in accordance with best practice and  for the satisfactory closure and rehabilitation of Mine and associated facilities.

County Manager Tom Dowling advised of the executive’s recent visit to the mines and also outlined differences between the Navan site and the Spanish site where problems occurred. Director of Service Eugene Cummins and SEO Michael Griffin also advised of the monitoring system in place and of the annual update of a closure plan.

Cllr Reilly accepted the response.
9.3 Submitted by Councillor Tom Kelly

“ As 2007 is the 90th Anniversary of the death of Francis Ledwidge that a grant of €10,000 be made to the Ledwidge Museum and War Memorial Centre Ltd to facilitate a proper and appropriate commemoration of this event to acknowledge this great poet of County Meath.”

The motion was proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded by Cllr Dillon Gallagher
County Manager Tom Dowling advised of an allocation of €170,000 for Ledwidge Museum and War Memorial Centre Ltd. He also advised of his imminent recommendation that the adjoining cottage, purchased by the council, be formally transferred to the group by S 183 notice.  Mr Dowling informed the meeting that the Area Engineer is in the progress of making provision for proper traffic control, bus and car parking and that it is proposed to make an immediate contribution of €10,000 out of the €170,000 to assist with urgent issues.
 Cllr Kelly accepted the Manager’s response.
9.4 Submitted by Councillor Tom Kelly

“That an Environmental charge of €5 per tonne of gravel extracted in County Meath be levied on each owner so that this money is spent on road used by H.G.V. serving the quarry.”
The motion was proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded by Cllr Brooks and the following response circulated:

The Development Contribution scheme was adopted by the members of Meath Co Council on 1st March 2004.

The scheme specifically excluded levying a standard amount for certain types of development. They included “the use of land for the winning and working of minerals including quarries ,or the deposit of refuse , waste or land reclamation are not considered suitable for inclusion in the General Development Contribution scheme. Each application will be considered on its individual merits and the level of contribution will be determined on the basis of  a Special Development Contribution attached to a planning permission. The level of this contribution will be determined having regard to the direct impact of the proposed development on publicly provided infrastructure , improvements to road infrastructure to facilitate the development, the estimated tonnage per annum , likely haulage routes of materials to and from the site etc.”

Consequently such levies are imposed under powers conferred on the Planning Authority under Section 48 (2) c of the Planning and Development Act 2000.
Meath Co Council has in the past sought to impose a levy per tonne on these type of  developments , however when such conditions were appealed to An Bord Planeala , they were found not to be in compliance with the requirement of the Act and struck down. 

It is clear therefore that the appropriate methodology available to a Planning Authority is to impose a levy based on  a technical assessment of the likely impact of the development on roads infrastructure . Such a levy shall provide for   works to mitigate the effect  of the activity on infrastructure  specific to the application site.

Meath County Council proposes to appointment a technical expert to advise the County Manager Tom Dowling on all aspects of quarrying operations and its impact on the county in order that an appropriate course of action can be initiated. 
Requesting that the report, when finalised by the technical expert, be presented to the Cllr Kelly accepted the County Manager Tom Dowling’s response.
9.5 Submitted by Councillor Michael Gallagher 
“That Meath County Council supplies a fire service for the town of Athboy.”



The motion was proposed by Cllr Gallagher, seconded by Cllr McCormack.

The provision of the county-wide fire-fighting services is under constant review in light of increasing population, improvements in fire-fighting methods and equipment coming online, and availability of personnel to work on what is essentially a retained service.  A presentation on the fire service was recently given to the Environment SPC at its meeting held on Thursday 26th April last by Mr. John Moore, Senior Assistant Chief Fire Officer.

The town of Athboy is covered by the Trim Fire Station, backed-up as necessary by Navan and Kells, as was the case in the recent fires which occurred in Church View on the 24th April and in two houses in Coille Dios on the 25th April.  The turn out time at the Church View incident was 21 minutes, which was unusually slow because of inclement weather and greasy dangerous road conditions.

The turn out on the 25th by the first appliance was 8 minutes and 17 minutes from Navan Fire Station who assisted.  Kells also turned out but were turned back as the fire was quickly brought under control.

Having examined the matter, the Council is satisfied that Athboy is currently adequately covered by the service, but that with the expansion and future development of Athboy, there will be an ongoing review of the service.”
10.0 Presentations from Other Bodies

11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

11.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise
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