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        Ordinary Meeting

11th June 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Cudden presided
Members Present:

Councillors,  Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey,  Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher,  John Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Michael Gallagher, Dominic Hannigan, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Joe Reilly, Bryan Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
Deputy Manager:

 Kevin Stewart
Directors: 
Brendan Mc Grath, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A)

Head of Finance: 

Fiona Lawless.

Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin.

A/ Meetings Administrator: Mary Maguire
Apologies
Councillor Charles Bobbett.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 14th May 2007
The minutes of the full Council meeting held on 14th May 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Killian, seconded by Councillor O’ Neill
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

Cllr Brooks sought to refer to the discussion last month on development levies (as outlined in the minutes) and referred to a recent application which was determined with low contributions levied.

An Cathaoirleach Cllr Cudden curtailed any discussion, noting that the application in question is now the subject of an appeal to An Bord Pleanala.

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with 

3.1 Julieann Purfield, Kells Area Office on the death of her father Joseph Purfield, RIP
3.2 Ken Mc Guinness, Navan Town Council, Donal Mc Guinness, Navan Recycle Centre on the death their father and Caroline Lynch, Motor Tax on the death of her grandfather former employee Tommy Mc Guinness RIP
3.3 Liz Mc Dowdall, Corporate Services on the death of her sister Josie King, RIP
4.0 Correspondence

4.1 People of the Year Award – nomination sought.
Mary Nally, Summerhill Third Age Centre was nominated on the proposition of Cllr Murray, seconded by Cllr. Mangan.
4.2 Iarnrod Eireann “Notification of the Dunboyne (M3) Commuter rail second public consultation evening to be held in Dunboyne Castle on Wednesday 20th June 2007 between 5pm to 9pm”.
Noting the second phase of public consultation Cllr Leonard referred in particular to the commuting public and asked for a revision of the time period as follows: 6.00 pm to 10.00pm.
In response Director of Service, Michael Killeen indicated that this was the remit of Iarnrod Eireann and that he would relay the members’ sentiments.

      4.3
        Seanad Elections 2007

Meeting Administrator advised that details have been received from the Seanad Returning Officer indicating that ballot papers will issue on 9th July 2007 to the elected members of the council and that the poll will close on 23rd July 2007. 
Forms of declaration of identity will be issued by the authorised officer for Meath County Council.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

5.1 Twinning

Meeting Administrator advised of previous discussions on Twinning and outlined the recommendation of the Protocol Committee that as a starting point, having regard to the IPA expertise in this area, that the Council make contact with Mark Callinan and invite him to address a meeting of the Protocol committee, convened specifically to discuss Twinning.
5.2 Update on proposed visit to Cary, North Carolina

Meeting Administrator advised that the committee had noted that Director of Service, Kevin Stewart (County Manager’s nominee is unavailable to travel on the days recommended (Wednesday 22nd to Sunday 26th August 2007) and that a new nomination by the County Manager will be required on his return from Annual Leave.    The members had discussed the option of rescheduling but following consideration of the implications for those nominated and now intending to travel (having already been advised of the August dates) it was agreed to recommend no change in the dates of the official trip.   

5.3 Update on Mobile Phone Expenses : Circular letter LG 33-06
Meeting Administrator advised that that this matter had been discussed at today’s meeting as well as the February & March Protocol Committee.

Following extensive discussion the Protocol Committee is recommending that the payment be made on an annual basis at year end, upon submission of vouched expenses.   A maximum payment of 50% of vouched expenses will be paid, subject to a maximum of €600 pa.

Councillors also queried how “top up” accounts could be recorded and it was recommended that the members keep all receipts for vouching in such instances.

5.4 Members Welfare
The meeting was advised that a discussion had taken place on the apparent lack of understanding of the position of An Cathaoirleach, as well and the standing of the elected body as a whole. 
It was recommended that An Cathaoirleach officiate at all official openings and events run / organised by Meath County Council and it was also recommended to profile the position of An Cathaoirleach and the elected body. 

The members agreed on the proposition of Cllr Reilly, seconded by Cllr Brooks to accept the recommendations of the Protocol Committee.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To consider and if thought fit to grant Planning Permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 - 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference DA/60478 for Royal Gateway Holdings Ltd for: 
1.   The construction of a total of 32 business units in 8 buildings, 2 security              huts and 4 substations on a site of approximately 17.10 hectares (42.24 acres) in area. 
2. The development will provide for a range of business uses including office, light industrial, warehouse, local retail services and a child care facility. 
3. Building A1 (office/retail) has a gross floor area of 6,445sq.m and a building height of 20.9m. Building A2 (office/retail) has a gross floor area of 2,125sq.m, and a building height of 17.3m. Building B1 (office) has a gross floor area of 3,764sq.m and a building height of 14.55m. Building D (units D1-D4, light industrial) has a gross floor area of 4,391sq.m and a building height of 11 m. Building E (units E1-E5, light industrial) has a gross floor area of 3,055sq.m and a building height of 9.1m. Building F (units F1-F18, light industrial) has a gross floor area of 4,682sq.m and a building height of 9.1m. Building K (warehouse) has a gross floor area of 9,395sq.m and a building height of 15.25m. Building C5 (crèche) has a gross floor area of 565sq.m and a building height of 8.22m. 
4. The construction of two security huts, a water treatment tank and pump station, a fire and potable water storage/retention tank, four electricity sub-stations, three ground water wells, a foul treatment plant, pump station and foul rising mains (100mm and 200mm diameter) 5.8km in length connecting into Damastown Industrial Estate. These rising mains will run along the eastern verge of the proposed M3 parallel link road from the site to 500m south of the Pace interchange. From here, they will run along the eastern verge of the existing N3 via the Clonee interchange off –ramp (the parallel link road to Castaheaney interchange) to a discharge point in Damastown Industrial Estate passing through the townlands of Piercetown, Craddockstown, Woodpark, Pace, Bennetstown, Paddingstown, Bracetown, Loughsallagh, Clonee, Damastown (drawings 06_022_208 and 06_022_209). 
5. The buildings will have a combined gross floor area of 35,041sq.m (including the two security huts and four substations). 
6. The construction of an access roundabout forming a junction with a new distributor road running parallel to the N3. 
7. Associated service roads, service yards, pedestrian accesses, bus stop lay-by, foul and surface water drainage, water main and utility service ducting, landscaping and associated works. 
8. A total of 1,105 surface car parking spaces and 15 HGV spaces. 
9. Marketing signage at the western boundary of the site, comprising 2 no. billboards with dimensions of 7.2m high x 3.6m wide. 
10. The demolition of a residential dwelling and farm buildings. 

In accordance with Section 172 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, an Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared to accompany the application at Piercetown, Dunboyne, Co. Meath.  
The development would contravene materially the following objectives of the Meath County Development Plan 2007-2013:

i)          Policy ED POL 20 which seeks 

“To permit development proposals for industrial or business enterprises in the countryside only where, the proposed use has locational requirements that can only be accommodated in a rural location and this has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority, the resultant development is of a size and scale which remains appropriate and which does not negatively impact on the character and amenity of the surrounding area; and the proposal demonstrates that it has taken into account traffic, public health, environmental and amenity considerations and is in accordance with the policies, requirements and guidance contained in this plan. In all instances , it should be demonstrated that the proposal would not generate traffic of a type and amount inappropriate for the character of the access roads or would require improvements which would affect the character of these roads “

and 

ii)          Strategic Settlement Objective SO 2 which seeks 

“To commence the preparation of an Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation (IFPLUT) for the area of the Clonsilla to Pace Interchange corridor in Co. Meath including Clonee, within three months of the adoption of the County Development Plan in conjunction with relevant public transportation bodies, the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government and Fingal County Council. The IFPLUT Plan shall provide inter alia, the following:

The appropriate location for additional public transport nodes along the rail corridor;
The development potential and appropriate land uses around these public transport nodes. Large trip generators such as major employers or town / district centres should be located near the intersection of transportation corridors;
The location, significance and sensitivity of the range of environmental assets and constraints that occur within this corridor, and

To identify and support the development of areas where significant clusters of power, roads, water and gas could be harnessed to become nationally important areas to accommodate very large scale value added employment while avoiding potential for future environmental and planning conflicts within the corridor. 

The preparation of the Dunboyne / Clonee / Pace Corridor Local Area Plan which shall include, inter alia, all the lands identified in the Clonsilla / Pace Rail Corridor Section 49 Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme and shall be influenced by the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation (IFPLUT). The IFPLUT shall be prepared first and shall inform the preparation of the Dunboyne / Clonee / Pace Corridor Local Area Plan. On completion of this strategic study , the quantum and scale of residential development located to the Dunboyne/ Clonee / Pace Corridor shall be revisited and table 6 shall be varied accordingly.” 
Director of Services, Liam Henry delivered a powerpoint presentation on the following main points 

· outline of the proposed development

· site layout masterplan

· layout map

· 3 D visualisation from N3

·  milestones in the application

· procedure for material contravention

A comprehensive report previously circulated to the members was also noted
The material contravention was proposed by Cllr Fitzgerald and seconded by Cllr Leonard.

In the course of the debate the members raised the following issues:
· the significant input of many to bring the proposal to this stage in the planning process.

· the opportunity presented to prove that Meath is “open for business”

· that the proposed development is in a location of strategic importance for the future development of the county

· that it marks the commencement of a positive move towards the economic and sustainable development of the county

· that the project is welcome in the Dunshaughlin area and throughout the county.
· that having studied the various submissions (2) and reports that issues raised by the NRA in relation to traffic management is adequately dealt with in proposed schedule of conditions recommended.
· that there was conflicting reports from planners and the manager in relation to the proposed development and that the decision now ultimately lay with the elected members. 

· that there were concerns regarding how water and waste water requirements would be managed. 

· that there were concerns regarding pedestrians’ safety requirements
· that there was some justification for concern regarding future development along the M3.

Queries raised were answered by Mr Henry, who also guided the members to specific elements of the report for points of clarification.

The following roll call vote was taken in favour of the proposal resulting in a decision to grant planning permission for the development:

Councillors
For 
Against 
        Abstain 

Absent

 Bobbett 


                                           Absent

Bonner

For

Boshell

For

Brooks

For

Cantwell
For

Carey

For

Cassells

For

Cassidy

For

Cudden

For

D’Arcy

For

Dillon Gallagher For

Farrelly

For

Fegan 

For

Fitzgerald
For

Gallagher
For

Hannigan
For

Higgins

For

Holloway
For

Kelly

For

Killian

For

Leonard

For

Lynch

For

Mangan

For

McCormack
For

Murray

For

O’Neill

For

Reilly, B

For

Reilly, J

For

Reilly, T

For

Total       
28 For 




1 Absent

7.1.2 To receive the Manager’s report on submissions and observations received in respect of the Draft Kells Development Plan, 2007-2013 in accordance with Section 12 (4) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended.
Senior Planner, Wendy Moffett (A) delivered a short powerpoint presentation Outcome of public consultation on Draft Plan, the purpose of which was to 

· give an outline of the statutory content, 

· public consultation process from Monday 29th January to Tuesday 13th April 2007 and the 64 submissions received

· a  brief summary of the main issues – zoning, objections to proposed additions to RPS, movement strategy and retail.

· strategic environmental assessment

· outline the main next steps.

It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr B Reilly to defer this item to the imminent special joint meeting of Kells Area and Town  Council to be held later in the week.
At this point councillors expressed their gratitude to all involved in the process to date.
7.1.3 To consider Taking in Charge of the following Estate of Eden Wood, Kilmainhamwood as recommended by the Kells Electoral Area members at their April meeting.
The Taking in Charge of Eden Wood as recommended by the Kells Electoral Area members at their April meeting was approved on the proposition of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Lynch

7.1.4 To set date for adjourned Special Planning & Infrastructure meeting, as agreed at Special Meeting dated 6th June 2007.
It was agreed on the recommendation of the Corporate Policy Group to reconvene the adjourned Special Planning & Infrastructure meeting on Monday 2nd July 2007 at 10.00 am.

7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider Taking in Charge of the following roads as follows as recommended by the Kells Electoral Area members at their April meeting.
	D  Description/Location

	Length (M)
	Average Width (M) 

	Approx Area (SQM)


	Gardenrath Close/Kells
	240
	8.0
	1923

	Beechlawn/Kells
	310
	6.8
	2109

	Elm Grove/Kells
	530
	6.0
	3200

	Sycamore Avenue/Kells
	250
	6.7
	1687

	Maple Drive/Kells
	531
	6.0
	3201

	Grand Priory/Kells
	530
	6.0
	3200

	Park Lodge/Kells
	178
	7.0
	1251

	Sunset Homes/Kells
	216
	5.7
	1239

	Kells Business Park
	350
	9.2
	3229

	CR 127 Muff
	205
	11.0
	2255

	CR   94 Ardagh
	424
	 5.7
	2417

	Alendale Kilmainham/Kells
	200
	 7.5
	1501

	White Hills/Oldcastle
	160
	 6.3
	1008

	Castlelawns/Athboy
	425
	6.0
	2567


The Taking in Charge of the roads as outlined in the schedule above as recommended by the Kells Electoral Area members at their April meeting was approved on the proposition of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Lynch

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 30 Apartments and 8 duplex apartments at Betaghstown, Narroways Road, Bettystown. (report to follow).

It was agreed on the recommendation of the Corporate Policy Group to defer this item to a date post the Slane area meeting on 20th June 2007.
7.3.2 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the construction of Rural Cottage at Cloneylogan, Kildalkey.
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Higgins, seconded by Councillor Murray to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.3.3 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the construction of Rural Cottage at Ballinlig, Enfield. 
It was agreed on the recommendation of the Corporate Policy Group to defer this item to a later date as technical problems have presented which require discussion at area level.
7.3.4 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the construction of Rural Cottage at Naul, Stamullen. 
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Kelly,seconded by Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher, to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.3.5 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the demolish existing dwelling and construction of a 4 bed bungalow at Cloneylogan, Kildalkey. 
This item, a duplication of Item 7.3.2, was therefore withdrawn from the agenda.
7.3.6 To consider recommendation for the Bi Annual Arts Grant Scheme Phase 1 2007

The members approved the recommendation for the Bi Annual Arts Grant Scheme Phase 1 2007 on the proposition of Cllr. Holloway, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill

7.3.7 To consider recommendation for the Schools Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme 2007

The members approved the recommendation for the Schools Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme 2007on the proposition of Cllr. D’Arcy, seconded by Cllr. Kelly.

8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Jim Holloway

“In the context of the completion of the New County Development Plan what progress has been made in proposals for rural planning guidelines and residential estate guidelines?.”

The following report was circulated and noted by the members

The members of Meath County Council in adopting the County Development Plan on 2nd March 2007 committed to prepare a large portfolio of Forward Planning Projects within  2 years of adoption of the Plan.

Work has commenced on a number of Strategic Forward Planning matters to date.  The preparation of Housing Estate Guidelines and Rural Design Guidelines is scheduled to commence during the 3rd quarter of 2007.

It is envisaged that consultation in this area can be best facilitated through the Strategic Policy Committee.

It is our intention to bring this matter before the SPC at its next meeting to receive the Members view on areas of relevance and importance in the framing of these guidelines.

Meath Co Council will prepare  these plans  using its own in house planning and engineering resources however it  will also  be necessary to engage dedicated external expertise to feed into the Architectural aspects  of  both projects
Michael Griffin,

Senior Executive Officer
9.0 Notice of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Tommy Reilly

“I am calling on this Council to arrange a meeting immediately with the Minister for Finance and the Minister for the Environment.
The delegation to be lead by the County Manager Mr Tom Dowling, Head of Finance, Director of Infrastructure, An Cathaoirleach, Leas Cathaoirleach of Meath County Council in order to address the imbalance of funding for this County.”

Cllr Tommy Reilly was not present in the chamber when this item was reached on the agenda. However it was noted by An Cathaoirleach from the Corporate Policy Group (who met earlier) that Cllr Reilly had indicated his intention to withdraw the motion.
9.2 Submitted by Councillor Phillip Cantwell

“Meath County Council shall object to the proposal by Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources to grant State Mining Lease No. 146 for mining in County Meath in the towns lands of Betaghstown (part), Halltown (part) Irishtown (part) Mullaghstown or Allenstown (part) Nevinstown (part) Ongenstown (part) to Boliden Tara Mines Ltd. Pending a full appraisal by independent experts engaged by Meath County Council of the mining as proposed in this State Mining Lease No. 146 on the water supplies in the areas (and adjacent areas) affected by the proposed mine lease and also on the possible structural damage to buildings from underground blasting and the long term stability of the 800 acre toxic dump in Randalstown from the resulting additional tailings and a reassessment of the current deposit lodged with Meath County Council compared with the predicted final costs (based on current costs with an annual escalator) for the permanent rehabilitation of the over ground mine site on the Kells Road as well as the long term stability of the road network situated over the underground workings and the final total costs of stabilization and capping of the 800 acre toxic dump in Randalstown, Navan, Co. Meath.”
Cllr. Cantwell was not present in the chamber when this item was reached on the agenda.  In accordance with Standing Orders as the motion was not proposed by the member in whose name it stands, or in his absence by any other member authorised by him in writing to propose it on his behalf, or a request from Cllr Cantwell to postpone it, the motion was dropped. 
10.0 Presentations from Other Bodies

11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

The schedule of Manager’s Orders as circulated were noted by the members.
11.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction
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