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        Ordinary Meeting

   2nd July 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Nick Killian presided

Members Present:

Councillors,  Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks,  William Carey,  Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Dominic Hannigan, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager:

Tom Dowling
Directors: 
Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A)

Head of Finance: 

Fiona Lawless.

Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin.

Meetings Administrator:     Bill Sweeney
Apologies
Councillor Charles Bobbett, Phillip Cantwell, John V. Farrelly, Bryan Reilly.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 11th June 2007
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 11th June 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor Lynch
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning  & Infrastructure Meeting held on 6th June  2007.
The minutes of the special Planning & Infrastructure meeting held on 6th June 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Brooks, seconded by Councillor Mangan 
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

Cllr Mangan raised the opportunity of providing financial support to the Leinster Fleadh in Athboy. 
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with:-

3.1     Ian Brecknell, Kells Town Council on the death of his mother Elizabeth Brecknell, RIP.
4.0 Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were noted:
4.1 Circular letter LG17/07 Representational Payment for Councillors.
4.2 Circular letter N13/2007 Implementing the revised Housing Needs Assessment Process – Phase 1
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

5.1 Cary, North Carolina, 

Meeting Administrator advised that County Manager Tom Dowling will nominate an official to travel. Dates are confirmed as Wednesday 22nd- Sunday 28th  August.
5.2  Flanders – Pathfinding Conference

Correspondence from The Island of Ireland Partnership seeking attendance at the Pathfinding Conference on 5th to 8th October was deferred to September Protocol meeting.
5.3  Twinning

Correspondence from IPA was circulated. The Meetings Administrator explained that due to staff changes it was not possible to organise a presentation on twinning for the July meeting. It was agreed that such a presentation should be sought for the September meeting.

            5.4 Conferences

           Attendance at Conferences in accordance with Circ Letter LG 33-06 was approved
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 were approved.   
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To receive a presentation on proposed amendments to the East Meath Local Area Plan South – Stamullin and to note the timeframe for publication of the draft amendments. These amendments relate to Strategic Objectives STA 6,  STA 9 and STA 10.
Wendy Moffett Acting SEP made a presentation to the meeting. In response to questions from Councillors she outlined the timeframe as plan to go on display by end of July with Managers report on submissions to be presented to the October Council meeting.
E Cummins advised that that a complex legal agreement had to be put in place before development could commence to give certainty to all parties. A number of issues were still outstanding as was the question of funding.

7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To fix date for a meeting of NRA Liaison Sub Committee of the Council in order to formulate agenda for the said Sub Committee.
It was agreed on the recommendation of the members to set date for the 18th July 2007 at 2.30pm in conjunction with the Infrastructural SPC meeting to be held at 4 pm.
7.3 Environment

7.3.1 To approve the Amenity and Lawnmower Grant Schemes for 2007 as agreed by each Electoral area committee.
Following a proposal from Councillor Jenny D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor John Farrelly it was agreed to adopt the Amenity and Lawnmower Grant Schemes for 2007 as approved by each Electoral Area Committee.
7.4 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.4.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of  38 dwelling units at Betaghstown, Narroways Road, Bettystown, Co. Meath. 
The members noted the report and the recommendation of the Senior  Executive Planner to proceed with the works on the proposition of Councillor Jimmy Cudden , seconded by Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher 
7.4.2 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 30 dwelling units at Summerhill, Co. Meath.
The members noted the report and recommendation of the SEP to proceed with the works on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins.
7.5 Finance

7.5.1 Meath County Council resolves to exercise its power under Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2001 by advancing a loan to Kells Community Enterprise Co Ltd of €1.3 million for the purpose of constructing the Kells Enterprise and Technology Centre.

The Council resolved to exercise its power under Section 66 of the Local Government Act 2001 by advancing a loan to Kells Community Enterprise Co Ltd of €1.3 million for the purpose of constructing the Kells Enterprise and Technology Centre on the proposition of Councillor Eugene Cassidy, seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins
7.6 Corporate Services

7.6.1 To adopt Higher Education Grant Scheme 2007/2008 
Following a proposal from Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor Patrick Boshell the Higher Education Grant Scheme as circulated  was approved.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Jim Holloway

“In the context of increasing residential development in County Meath and in the light of the most serious understaffing of Meath County Council, what proposals does the Manager have in mind to increase staffing levels so that this local authority can provide a level of service required for the existing residential and business sectors in County Meath and the increased population and business sector envisaged under the New Meath County Development Plan.”
The following report was circulated and noted by the members

Staffing numbers in local authorities are subject to the sanction of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, (DoEHLG)

Members were appraised as part of the Farrell Grant Sparks (FGS) report presented to the Council, of the staffing situation in Meath as compared to other Local Authorities.

The level of service that can be provided to residential and business sectors in the County is influenced by the available resources of the organisation, both with respect to available finances, and available personnel.  In this context we endeavour to provide the best service, across a wide range of activities, which can be done with available staffing.  In addition some services are contracted out to third parties to undertake on behalf of the Council.

The authority regularly requests approval from the DoEHLG to increase staff complement, in the context of additional services that the Authority is requested to provide at local level, as well as in the context additional legislative or regulatory requirements.   Not all requests are approved, and in general, recent approvals have been for the recruitment of temporary (contract) staff.

The authority has, and will continue to request approval for the recruitment of additional staffing resources, in the context of increasing residential  and business sectors, both as a Local Authority, and as part of the wider Local Government sector.

Tadhg Mc Donnell

Director of Services

9.0 Notice of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Phillip Cantwell

“Meath County Council shall object to the proposal by Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources to grant State Mining Lease No. 146 for mining in County Meath in the towns lands of Betaghstown (part), Halltown (part) Irishtown (part) Mullaghstown or Allenstown (part) Nevinstown (part) Ongenstown (part) to Boliden Tara Mines Ltd. Pending a full appraisal by independent experts engaged by Meath County Council of the mining as proposed in this State Mining Lease No. 146 on the water supplies in the areas (and adjacent areas) affected by the proposed mine lease and also on the possible structural damage to buildings from underground blasting and the long term stability of the 800 acre toxic dump in Randalstown from the resulting additional tailings and a reassessment of the current deposit lodged with Meath County Council compared with the predicted final costs (based on current costs with an annual escalator) for the permanent rehabilitation of the over ground mine site on the Kells Road as well as the long term stability of the road network situated over the underground workings and the final total costs of stabilization and capping of the 800 acre toxic dump in Randalstown, Navan, Co. Meath.”
The Meetings Administrator advised that in  the absence of Cllr Cantwell in accordance with Standing Order 18 the motion was dropped.
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

The schedule of Manager’s Orders as circulated were noted by the members.
10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.0 Any Other Business
11.1 A number of Councillors raised concerns in relation to Tara Mines. In response the County Manager advised that the Company were carrying out ongoing assessments of their operations and working with the local authority. It was agreed to request a presentation by the Environmental Protection Agency on the environmental issues associated with the operation of the mine.

11.2 On the proposal of Councillor Jimmy  Fegan seconded by Councillor T Reilly it was agreed to draft motions for the representative associations seeking greater flexibility in relation to the date for holding the Annual Meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:





             An Cathaoirleach

Date:
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