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Special Planning Meeting

20th August  2007 Council Chamber
 An Cathaoirleach Councillor Nick Killian presided.
Members Present

Councillors Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks,  Phillip Cantwell, Willie Carey, Eugene Cassidy,  Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Anne Dillon Gallagher, John V Farrelly, Michael Gallagher, Jim Holloway,  Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance

A/County Manager:  Brendan Mc Grath
Directors of Services: Liam Henry
A/Senior Planners: Wendy Moffett
Meetings Administrator: Bill Sweeney
Ms C Benson Town Clerk Kells
Apologies

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joe Bonner, Shane Cassells, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Peter Higgins, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Joe Reilly.
The Meetings Administrator advised Councillors of their responsibilities under the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service and the Code of Conduct for Councillors in particular where members have a pecuniary or beneficial interest.

Cllr Bryan Reilly advised that he holds an auctioneers licence but does not professionally represent any of the landowners whose land is proposed for zoning.

1.0 Kells Development Plan 2007 -2013
“In accordance with Section 12 (6) of the Planning and Development  Act 2000, to consider the Manager’s report in respect of the Draft Kells Development Plan and by resolution accept or amend the Draft Kells Development Plan 2007 – 2013”.

Brendan McGrath, Kells Town /Area Manager advised that there were a number of material changes to the Draft Development Plan and it was proposed to put these on display for the statutory 4 week period. The further consultation would be in relation to the material changes only. Kells Town Council is to meet this evening to consider the changes in relation to its functional area.

Wendy Moffett Acting Senior Planner delivered a presentation outlining the following:

· Procedure to date

· Phasing of lands

· Constraints on waste water services

· Changes to Register of Protected Structures

· Time frame for final adoption of the plan

Cllr John Farrelly advised at this point that he had been in contact with a number of landowners involved and then withdrew from the meeting. Cllr Bryan Reilly also withdrew.
The following issues were raised by Councillors in the course of the debate:

· Compliance with CDP

· Land to provide community facilities in particular sports facilities

· Water supply

· Truck parking

· Follow through by planning staff including preparation of LAPs and AAPs

Brendan McGrath, responded as follows:

· The revised plan was a plan of the highest quality and he thanked staff and councillors for their input over the past number of weeks

· The plan complies fully with the CDP 

· Land being provided for community / sporting facilities would have to be the subject of binding legal agreements concluded in advance of 1/10/07. If such agreements are not concluded then both management and councillors will recommend that the lands in question should not be zoned.

· The plan included a range of community facilities including a 23 acre park 2 prunty pitches to be vested in Meath County Council

· The plan also included a number of developer driven roads

· The current proposal from St Colmcilles GFC on the Athboy Road was a case of the right development in the wrong place. It was proposed to zone adequate land within the development boundary to address the needs of the club.

· Confirmed that the plan did not require the preparation of any further LAPs or AAPs

· There are no major water supply constraints in Kells

· The new WWTP is included as project 7 in the Water Needs Assessment and it is expected it will be included in the Water Services Investment programme to be announced in the coming weeks
· A temporary facility is under consideration that would create capacity for some 500 units and reduce demand on the existing plant by 500 units.

The Manager also advised that a planning application had been received for the town centre expansion on the backlands and that this included community facilities.

Wendy Moffett confirmed that a truck halt was included as an objective in the plan.

Mr Liam Henry, Director of Services addressed the issue of follow through by planning and the current staffing deficiencies. He identified outsourcing to competent professionals subject to effective management as a possible solution.

The resolution was proposed by Cllr Liz McCormack seconded by Cllr Eugene Cassidy and unanimously agreed by the meeting
With the permission of An Cathaoirleach, Cllr William Carey raised the listing of mineral resources in the CDP in particular in relation to Lagan Cement. The issue was noted by Wendy Moffett.
This concluded the business of the meeting
Signed:





             An Cathaoirleach

Date:
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