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Ordinary Meeting

3rd September 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Nick Killian presided

Members Present:

Councillors, Charles Bobbett,  Joseph Bonner, Oliver Brooks,  Phillip Cantwell, William Carey,  Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V. Farrelly,  Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager:

 Tom Dowling
Directors: 
 Brendan Mc Grath, Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell,     

                                            Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A)

Head of Finance: 
                Fiona Lawless.
Meetings Administrator:     Bill Sweeney
Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, 

A/Senior Planner:

 Wendy Moffett
Apologies
Councillors Patrick Boshell, Shane Cassells, Michael Lynch, Bryan Reilly.
The Meetings Administrator brought to the attention of members advice from the Standards in Public Office Commission in relation to compliance with the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service and Code of Conduct for Councillors emphasising that the onus for such compliance rested with each individual councillor.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 2nd July 2007
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 2nd July 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of  Annual Meeting held on 2nd July 2007
The minutes of the Annual meeting held on 2nd July 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray

Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 2nd July 2007
The minutes of the special Planning meeting held on 2nd July 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Oliver Brooks, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray. 

1.3 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 20th August 2007

The minutes of the special Planning meeting held on 20th August 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with:
3.1 The family of the late Gerry Marry former Meath Council Member,

The Cathaoirleach and members paid tribute to the late Mr Marry and observed a minutes silence in his memory.

3.2         Senator Dominic Hannigan was congratulated on his election to Seanad Eireann
4.0 To fill the casual vacancy in the membership of Meath County Council in accordance with Section 19 of The Local Government Act 2001.

The Meetings Administrator advised of the procedures laid down in Standing Orders for the filling of a casual vacancy where the person causing the vacancy was elected as a non party member. He advised that Mr Eoin Holmes had been validly nominated and had confirmed in writing that he met all criteria set down in Standing Orders.

Mr Holmes was then nominated to fill the casual vacancy in the membership of Meath County Council in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act 2001 on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald.
5.0 Correspondence

The following items of correspondence were noted:
5.1 Notification from Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval of grant for revised project under the  Social and Community facilities Capital Scheme 2007 

5.2 Notification from Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government for scheme for installation of Smoke Alarms
5.3 Circular Letter LG (P) 9/2007 regarding the establishment of a Social Inclusion Unit.

5.4 Circular Letter LU 04/2007 regarding increase in On-the-Spot Fine to €150.00

5.5 Correspondence received from Environmental Protection Agency in relation to Tara Mines, Knockumber, Navan.

5.6 Correspondence received from Department of Community, Rural  & Gaeltacht Affairs – Cohesion Memorandum 3/07, to: LEADER Companies, Area Partnerships and Community Partnerships

5.7 Correspondence received from pobal with reference to Interagency Projects in relation to the Traveller Community – Round 2
5.8 Notification from Mr Tom Dowling, County Manager to Councillor Nick Killian, Cathaoirleach in accordance with Section 147 of the Local Government Act 2001of intention to opt for a 3 year extension to his contract.
5.9 Notification re lodging of Railway Order for Phase 1 of Dublin Navan Rail link –Clonsilla to Pace.
6.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator presented the report which included the following recommendations:

1. That two members attend the Island of Ireland Partnership Pathfinding Conference in Flanders members to be nominated by Whips;

2. That the Centenary of technical education in Meath be appropriately recognised;

3. Attendance at Conferences was approved.

The report was adopted by the Council on the proposal of Cllr Fegan seconded by Cllr D’Arcy.
7.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
8.0 Other Statutory Business

8.1 Planning and Economic Development

8.1.1 Local Area Plan for Lands at Athlumney, Bailis, Alexander Reid, Ferganstown & Ballymacon, Navan (LAP 4)
To receive the Manager’s Report in respect of submissions and observations received in respect of the Draft Local Area Plan (LAP 4) in accordance with Section 20 (3) (c ) (i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. 

Ms Wendy Moffett, A/Senior Planner made a presentation to the meeting highlighting the key elements of the plan. 
The Council agreed to refer to Navan Area Committee on the proposal of Cllr Tommy Reilly seconded by Cllr Jim Holloway

8.1.2 To receive a presentation  on Variation No 1 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007-2013

Ms Wendy Moffett A/Senior Planner made a presentation on the proposed variation.  The Council agreed to put the amendment on public display on the proposal of Cllr Seamus Murray seconded by Cllr Noel Leonard
8.1.3 To receive an update on Forward Planning matters.

Ms Wendy Moffett,  A/ Senior Planner updated the meeting and addressed a number of issues raised by Councillors.
The County Manager, Tom Dowling advised that the proposed development of social and private housing partly on unzoned lands at Duleek would require a material contravention of the county Development Plan.

8.2 Infrastructure
8.2.1 To receive presentation on new Water Services legislation – Water Services Act 2007 and Wastewater Licensing.
This item was taken in common debate with Item 8.2.3
Mr T O’Leary Senior Engineer delivered a presentation on the legislation highlighting the key points. Mr E Cummins advised that an information session would be held to outline the management and financial implications of the legislation. 

8.2.2 To receive presentation on Health & Safety requirements

Mr E Cummins delivered a presentation outlining the requirements imposed by the 2006 Regulations with a particular focus on surface dressing and road works and responded to questions from the Council.  The presentation was noted by the Council.
8.2.3 To consider the submissions made in relation to the publication of the “Draft” Meath County Council Water Bye-Laws 2007 and, if thought fit, to resolve to make Bye-Laws relating to the management and conserving of drinking water in the administrative area of County Meath. (Report and Draft Bye-Laws circulated).

The Council resolved on the proposition of Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack to adopt the “Draft” Meath County Council Water Bye-Laws 2007.         
8.2.4 To receive presentation on Drinking Water Quality

Mr G Boyle, Senior Engineer delivered the presentation highlighting the key points and responded to a number of queries from Councillors. The presentation was noted by the Council.

8.2.5 To consider Taking in Charge of the following estates as agreed at the July 2007 Slane Electoral Area meeting:
	Estate
	Request
	Final Inspection

	Sevitt Hall/Sevitt Manor,  Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Dec 05
	Sept 06

	Castle Hill, Navan Road, Slane
	 Oct 04
	Mar 06

	Woodside, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Jan 06
	 Oct 06

	Eastham Court, Eastham Road, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Feb 06
	Feb 07

	Eastham Cove, Eastham Road, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Oct 04
	 Sept 06

	The Maples, Narroways Road, Betaghstown (Bettystown)
	 Mar 06
	 Sept 06

	 Silver Glen, Gormanston Road, Stamullen
	 Sept 06
	 Feb 07

	 Millmount Abbey, Bryanstown, Drogheda
	 Mar 06
	 Jan 07

	Gormanstown Meadows, Gormanston Road, Stamullen
	 Sept 06
	 Feb 07

	 King of Kings, Collon Road, Slane
	 Oct 04
	 Jan 07


The Council resolved the Taking in Charge the following estates as agreed at the July 2007 Slane Electoral Area meeting on the proposition of 

Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden
	Estate
	Request
	Final Inspection

	Sevitt Hall/Sevitt Manor,  Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Dec 05
	Sept 06

	Castle Hill, Navan Road, Slane
	 Oct 04
	Mar 06

	Woodside, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Jan 06
	 Oct 06

	Eastham Court, Eastham Road, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Feb 06
	Feb 07

	Eastham Cove, Eastham Road, Betaghstown, (Bettystown)
	 Oct 04
	 Sept 06

	The Maples, Narroways Road, Betaghstown (Bettystown)
	 Mar 06
	 Sept 06

	 Silver Glen, Gormanston Road, Stamullen
	 Sept 06
	 Feb 07

	 Millmount Abbey, Bryanstown, Drogheda
	 Mar 06
	 Jan 07

	Gormanstown Meadows, Gormanston Road, Stamullen
	 Sept 06
	 Feb 07

	 King of Kings, Collon Road, Slane
	 Oct 04
	 Jan 07


8.2.6 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2006 proposal to commence works to upgrade the Stamullen water supply Scheme. 
The report and recommendation were noted by the Council.

8.2.7 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2006 proposal to commence works to provide a pedestrian link including a footbridge & walkway, public lighting & ancillary works on the R402 Johnstown Bridge/Enfield Road.
The report and recommendation were noted by the Council.

8.2.8 Finance
8.2.9 To approve the raising of a loan for €5,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the purposes of funding loans issued to Affordable Housing Loan Applicants.

The Council resolved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard the raising of a loan for €5,000,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the purposes of funding loans issued to Affordable Housing Loan Applicants.

8.3 Corporate Services

8.3.1 Appointment of one member to the Planning and Economic development SPC.
Councillor Eoin Holmes was nominated to the Planning and Economic development SPC on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, seconded by Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher.

8.3.2 Appointment of one member to the Meath VEC.

Councillor James Mangan was nominated to the Meath VEC on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

Suspension of Standing Orders

It was agreed to continue the meeting until 6 pm on the proposal of Cllr Noel Leonard seconded by Cllr Jenny D’Arcy
9.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

The schedule of Manager’s Orders as circulated were noted by the members.
9.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

9.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

9.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

9.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community Enterprise

10.0 Any Other Business

Cllr Michael Gallagher raised difficulties being experienced by mortgage applicants for sites at Carlanstown linked to the Councils requirements. Mr Brendan McGrath, Director of Services explained that the claw back on disposal was a requirement of the scheme and that the Council were facilitating applicants by taking second charge on sites.
The Meetings Administrator noted concerns raised by Cllr Dillon Gallagher in relation to the  circulation of copies of presentations.
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