[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council





[image: image1.png]
[image: image3.png]1

i

et oty Comel





    Ordinary Meeting

1st October 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Nick Killian presided

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett,  Joseph Bonner,  Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks,  Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells,  Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V. Farrelly,  Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager:

 Tom Dowling
Directors: 
 Brendan Mc Grath, Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell,     

                                            Liam Henry, Michael Killeen 
Head of Finance: 
                Fiona Lawless.
Meetings Administrator:     Bill Sweeney
Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin. 

A/Senior Planners:
 Wendy Moffett, Bernard Greene.
A/Senior Executive Planners:  Joanna Kelly, Fergal O’ Bric.
Apologies
Councillors Tom Kelly.

The Meetings Administrator brought to the attention of members advice from the Standards in Public Office Commission in relation to compliance with the Ethical Framework for the Local Government Service and Code of Conduct for Councillors emphasising that the onus for such compliance rested with each individual councillor.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 3rd September 2007
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 3rd September 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald , seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden. 
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 3rd September 2007
The minutes of the Special Planning Meeting held on 3rd September 2007 on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Eugene Cassidy.
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with:

3.1 The families of Wicklow Firemen Brian Murray and Mark O’Shaughnessy
3.2 Ann O’Brien, Infrastructure Department on the death of her mother-in-law Frances O’ Brien RIP.
Congratulations were extended to :

3.3 Moynalty Athboy and Enfield NS  on their Tidy Towns success. The Co Manager also expressed his thanks and congratulations to the groups and looked forward to their continued success in the future.
3.4 Dunshuaghlin Community College on leaving Certificate results
3.5 Ratoath ICA on their Suicide prevention seminar
3.6 The Co Manager and Dunshaughlin staff involved in the Presidents visit to the Tone Zone

4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted:
4.1 Circular letter L7-2007 Water Services Investment Programme 2007 – 2009 in relation to details of schemes in the Meath Area.
4.2 Correspondence received from Donal Buggy, CEO, Health Service Executive in relation to seeking expressions of interest from suitable venues nationwide which might host the Community Games.

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator reported as follows:

5.1 Draft protocol for attendance of media and public was circulated with a recommendation to adopt fro the protocol Committee

Following a full discussion in which a number of reservations were expressed by members it was agreed that the matter be referred back to Protocol Committee for further consideration.

5.2 A Conference report summary sheet would be circulated to all members attending conferences to assist them in preparing reports in accordance with S142 of the Local Government Act 2001.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 Following consideration of the Manager’s report with respect to LAP 4 for lands at Athlumney, Bailis, Alexander Reid, Ferganstown and Ballymacon, east of Navan town centre if thought fit, in accordance with Section 20 (3) (d) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended, to resolve to make the Local Area Plan in accordance with the recommendation of the Manager or to modify, by resolution, the Local Area Plan other than as recommended by the Manager in his report.
The LAP 4 for lands at Athlumney, Bailis, Alexander Reid, Ferganstown and Ballymacon, east of Navan town was approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Manager  on the proposition of 

Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
7.1.2 To receive and consider the Manager’s report on submissions received in respect of material amendments to the Draft Kells Development Plan in accordance with Section 12 (9) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, and in so doing to resolve to accept the proposed amendments or the Manager’s report or the proposed amendments subject to any modifications or amendments considered appropriate. 
Following a presentation by Ms Wendy Moffett, A/Senior Planner outlining the recommendations of the Manager’s Report Councillor John Farrelly proposed the following which was seconded by  Councillor Eugene Cassidy:

“That the site adjoining the school campus on the Navan Rd be zoned amenity for the provision of a new second level school and that the site on the Cavan Rd suggested for such a school be zoned retail warehousing.”

 The Town and Area Manager advised the following in relation to the site for the new Eureka School:

· Land ownership should be ignored and the site selected on the basis of proper planning and sustainable development;

· The site on the Cavan Road was potentially suitable but was not the optimum site. The Department of Education and Science had been advised of this as long as two and a half years ago.

· The area committee had decided on the casting vote of the Cathaoirleach to recommend the Cavan Road site

· A comparison of the two sites clearly indicated that the Navan Rd site was the better option.

The Meetings Administrator advised the Council that it had been brought to his attention that the Town Council had that morning adopted a resolution calling for the school to be sited on the land proposed for amenity zoning adjacent to the existing school campus.

On the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard it was agreed to adjourn briefly.

On the resumption of the meeting Councillor Michael Lynch proposed an amendment to the plan to zone the Navan Road site residential. This proposal was seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack.

Councillor John Farrelly’s proposal was then decided by roll call vote with the following result 16 for, 8 Against, 3 Abstained, 2 Absent
	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	For 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	For 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	No 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	Abstained 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	No 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	For 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	No 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	For 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	For 


	Cllr. Owen Holmes 

	For 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	Abstained 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	No 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	No 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	No 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	No 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	No 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	Abstained 



	


                            

Making of the Kells Development Plan for the period 2007 -2013

Resolution

“Having considered the amendments to the Draft Kells Development Plan and the Manager’s report thereon the members of Meath County Council hereby make the Kells Development Plan for the period 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 12 (10) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000.

The resolution to adopt the plan subject to the amendment adopted above was unanimously carried on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack.

Suspension of Standing Order No 5

At this point it was decided on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett to extend the close time of the meeting to 6.45pm  
7.1.3 To receive the Manager’s report in respect of submissions and observations received in respect of proposed amendments to the East Meath Local Area Plan South – Stamullin in accordance with Section 20 (3) (c ) (i) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, as amended. These amendments relate to Strategic Objectives STA 6, STA 9, and STA 10. 
Ms Joanna Kelly A/Senior Executive Planner made a presentation on the Manager’s report outlining the submission received the Managers response and the consequent amendments.  The Manager’s report was noted.
7.1.4 To receive a presentation on Variation No. 2 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013. Variation No 2 seeks to incorporate an Order of Priority for the release of residentially zoned land into the County Development Plan. If thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000.
Ms Joanna Kelly A/Senior Executive Planner made a presentation outlining the allocation of units as approved by the Area Committees. It was expected that the variation would go on display on Nov 14th and that the Manager’s Report on submission would be brought to the January Council meeting.

It as agreed on the proposal of Councillor Bryan Reilly seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack that the report should be brought to a special meeting of the Council on a date to be agreed. 

The proposition to place Variation No. 2 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 on public display was approved on the proposition of 
Councillor Peter Higgins, seconded by Councillor Charles Bobbett.
7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider Planning Report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2006 proposal to provide a wastewater collection and transfer system in the townland of Boycetown for the village of Kiltale. (This matter was agreed by the Trim Area Members at their meeting held on 14th September 2007.)
The report and recommendation to proceed were noted by the meeting.
7.2.2 To consider Planning Report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2006 proposal to commence work to realign the existing junction of the R153/R150 at Kentstown for the safety of all road users and facilitate pedestrian movement.

The report and recommendation to proceed were noted by the meeting.
7.2.3 To resolve to enter into an Agreement with Drogheda Borough Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 whereby Meath County Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of both Councils in relation to the design, construction and completion of the duplication of the rising main from Drogheda Grammar School to Drogheda Waste Water Treatment Plant and to affix the seal of the Council to the said Agreement. (This matter was agreed by the Slane Area Members at their meeting on 19th September 2007.) Copy of Agreement attached.

The resolution was approved on the proposition of 
Cllr Cudden seconded by Cllr Dillon Gallagher

7.2.4 To receive Multi-Annual Non National Road Works Restoration Programme 2008 -2010.
Mr E Cummins DOS Infrastructure outlined his proposals for a division of the available funding on a 20% per area basis. This was the most effective application of the funding pending the completion of the detailed condition survey.

Cllr J Reilly asked that it be recorded in the minutes that it is his belief that the Council does not receive sufficient allocation for a 21st century road structure.

The meeting also agreed that the Cathaoirleach and County Manager should seek a meeting with the Minister for Transport

 The Multi – Annual Non National Road Works Restoration Programme 2008 – 2010 as presented was approved on the proposition of

Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

Suspension of Standing Order No 5

At this point it was decided on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack to further extend the close time of the meeting to 7.30pm    

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider recommendation for Meath County Council Housing Estate Grants and Awards 2007.

It was recommended on the suggestion of Cllr McCormack that the announcement of overall winners should take place on the night of the awards. The members approved recommendation for Meath County Council Housing Estate Grants and Awards 2007 on the proposition of 
Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.

7.3.2 To fix a date for the holding of a special meeting of the County Council to consider housing related issues.

The council agreed to hold a special housing meeting on 22nd October 2007 at 10.00am on the proposition of 
Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald

7.4 Finance
7.4.1 To consider date for preliminary budget and statutory budget meetings

The council agreed to hold meetings as follows:

· Preliminary budget meeting on 26th November 2007 at 4. 00 pm   
· Statutory Budget Meeting on the 30th November 2007 at 2.00 pm
 on the proposition of Councillor Fegan, seconded by Councillor  Cassidy.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Jim Holloway

“What progress has been made on the plan to extend Navan Town Boundary and what is the current situation in respect of:

a. Proposals for agreement on financial arrangements between the two local   authorities

b. A timeframe for completion of the plan for this boundary extension.

The following report was circulated and noted by the members

Progress on plan to extend Navan Town boundary
A Proposal for a Town Boundary Alteration has been prepared and adopted by Navan Town Council . A copy of the proposal has been furnished to Meath County Council .

Meath County Council’s executive are examining the contents of the Proposal with a view to preparing a draft “Statement of Response” for consideration by the Members of  the Council . The “Statement of Response” , following it’s adoption by Meath County Council , will be forwarded to Navan Town Council .

Navan Town Council Members will consider the “Statement of Response” and may adopt a final Proposal for a Town Boundary Alteration and resolve to forward it to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government requesting that the Minister make an order altering the town boundary .

The Minister, having considered the submission by the Council , may by order alter the  town boundary .

a.  Agreement between the two Councils on financial arrangements .

The impact on the operations and funding of Meath County Council as a result of  Navan Town Council’s Proposal are being examined by Meath County Council’s staff . As it is imperative that neither Council would suffer serious financial loss on the implementation of the proposed  Boundary Alteration Proposal and that the service delivery to the people of the Navan Area will continue at the present high level, great care must be taken in this examination . While a substantial amount of this work has been completed there are a number of key areas still under consideration , for example the impact on the Capital Plan for the County and the impact of the introduction of the consolidated water charge .

b. Timeframe
Because of the number of steps still to be taken in this process , including the Minister’s consideration of the final Proposal , it is not possible , at this point , to estimate an implementation date for the Proposal. However, a draft Meath County Council response will be brought to the next Navan Area meeting and to the full Council meeting in November. If agreed the response will then issue to Navan Town Council.

ENDS

Suspension of Standing Order No 5

At this point it was decided on the proposition of Cllr Mangan seconded by Cllr McCormack to further extend the close time of the meeting to 8.00pm   

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by the Navan Electoral Area Members

“That, in the context of the adoption of a new County Development Plan, the preparation of Town Development Plans and the completion of Local Area Plans in Navan, Navan Area Council members call for an immediate review of County Meath Development Contribution Scheme 2004.”
This motion was deferred to the November Council Meeting
9.2 Submitted by the Navan Electoral Area Members

“Due to the number of complaints from residents of Tailteann Estate regarding the poor quality of the construction of their homes and that public monies were used to construct the estate, that this Committee calls on Meath County Council and DoEHLG to carry out an independent review of all aspects of the construction and make recommendations to ensure that all homes, open areas etc are constructed to the proper standards.” 

This notice of motion was deferred to the special housing meeting to be held on the 22nd October 2007.
9.3 Submitted by the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area Members

“This Council call on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government to revisit proposals for tolls on the M3.”

This motion was deferred to the November  Council Meeting .
10.0 Presentation from Other Bodies

10.1 To receive presentation by EirGrid on the construction of a 400kv line from the existing Woodland 400kV station near Batterstown, Co. Meath to the new 400kV station near Kingscourt, Co. Cavan.

The presentation was made by Tomas Mahoney and David Carr of Eirgrid who detailed the route options for this line. The meeting was told that the project would be submitted to An Bord Pleanala for consideration under the Strategic Infrastructure legislation. A full planning report will be brought to the Council as part of the process. Two public information days will be held to advise the public of the project.
Members welcomed the presentation and called for full local consultation.
11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

The following schedule was noted by the meeting.
11.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community Enterprise

12.0 Any Other Business
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