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Ordinary Meeting

5th November 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach Councillor Nick Killian presided

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett,  Joseph Bonner,  Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks,  Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells,  Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V. Farrelly,  Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager:

 Tom Dowling
Directors: 
 Brendan Mc Grath, Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell,     

                                            Liam Henry, Michael Killeen 
Head of Finance: 
                Fiona Lawless.
Meetings Administrator:     Bill Sweeney
Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin. 

A/Senior Planners:
 Wendy Moffett, Bernard Greene.

A/Senior Executive Planners:  Joanna Kelly, Fergal O’ Bric. Sarah McDaniel
Apologies
Councillors Noel Leonard, Tommy Reilly.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 1st October 2007
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 1st October 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.

1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of  Special Housing Meeting held on 22nd October 2007.

The minutes of the Special Housing Meeting held on 22nd October 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising.
2.1 Members raised a number of issues in relation to the proposed  400kv power line from Co. Cavan to Woodlands, Co. Meath

· Eirgrid to be asked to attend each electoral area committee meeting.

· It was agreed that the Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Mr Eamon Ryan be asked to meet a deputation from Meath County Council.

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with:
3.1 Family of Stiofan O’ Mealoid, R.I.P., Derrylangan, Athboy.

3.2 Gerry Gibney on the death of his mother Ms Rose Gibney, R.I.P. 
3.3 Family of Colm Reilly, R.I.P,  Boyne View, Slane

3.4 Family of Kiara Duncan, School Road, Kentstown, Navan.
Congratulations were extended to 

3.5 Kiltale Gaelic Hurling Club on their Meath Senior Hurling Championship victory

3.6 Seneschalstown Gaelic Football Club on their Meath Senior Football Club victory and ladies who won senior champions.  

3.7 Special Olympic athletes in participating in the 2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games in China.
3.8 Donaghmore/Ashbourne football in the Intermediate football championship victory.

3.9 Clann na Gael in the Junior Football Championship victory

3.10 Agreed that the Protocol Committee should consider a civic reception for the Hurling and Football champions
4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted:
4.1 Correspondence received from Councillor Kevin Sheahan, General Secretary, LAMA, in relation to the final element of modernisation of the Local Authority finance function.
4.2 Circular letter TAU 06/2007 in relation to Annual Count of Traveller families and their accommodation position.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator reported as follows:

1. Proposed to recognise Councillor William Carey and Councillor Michael Lynch for their 40 years service on the Council.
2. Proposed that in 2008 Conference fees be paid from a fund other than Conference Allowance.
3. OPW to be approached to erect a plaque at Oldbridge to mark the historic meeting between An Taoiseach and Dr Paisley.
4. Proposed adoption of the Protocol for Attendance of Public and Media at Council meetings.
The report was unanimously adopted on the proposal of  Councillor  Jimmy Cudden seconded by Councillor James Mangan subject to  the attendance Protocol item on mobile phones to be amended.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To receive presentation on Variation No. 3 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013, being a proposal to zone lands at Larrix Street and Cill Carban,  The Commons,  Duleek for residential use and if thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended. 
Presentation was made by Ms Wendy Moffett A/Senior Planner and noted by the meeting.
7.1.2 To receive the Manager’s report on submissions received in respect of Variation no. 1 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) (a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended and if thought fit to resolve to make the variation in accordance with section 13 (6) (a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended. 
Resolution: Having considered the Manager’s report on submissions received in respect of Variation No. 1 to the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 the members of Meath County Council hereby make the variation in accordance with Section 13 (6) (a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended. 

The above resolution was carried on the proposition of 
Councillor John V. Farrelly, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
7.1.3 Following consideration of the Manager’s report, in respect of proposed amendments to the East Meath Local Area Plan South – Stamullen (which pertains specifically to objectives STA 6, 9 and 10 inclusive of the preparation of a framework plan) if thought fit in accordance with Section 20 (3) (d) of the Planning and Development Act as amended to resolve to make the Local Area Plan in accordance with the recommendation of the Manager or to modify, by resolution the Local Area Plan other than as recommended by the Manager in his report. 
The East Meath Local Area Plan South – Stamullen (which pertains specifically to objectives STA 6, 9, and 10 inclusive of the preparation of a framework plan) was approved in accordance with the recommendation of the Manager on the proposition of 

Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher.
7.1.4 To consider and if thought fit to grant planning permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference SA 70173 for DDF Partnership for a “single storey discount food store on a site at Drogheda Retail Park, Donore Road, Drogheda, Co. Meath. The Development will have an overall floor area of 1,278m² with associated car parking and signage. The development includes all site works including footpaths foul and surface water drainage systems and landscaping and boundary treatment.
The members resolved to grant planning permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 -2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference SA 70173 for DDF Partnership on the proposition of

Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Ann Dillon Gallagher 

 (Roll call vote: 25 for , 4 absent)
	Councillor 
	Vote 

	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 
	For 

	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 
	For 

	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 
	For 

	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 
	For 

	Cllr. William Carey 
	For 

	Cllr. Shane Cassells 
	For 

	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 
	For 

	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 
	For 

	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 
	For 

	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 
	For 

	Cllr. John Farrelly 
	For 

	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 
	For 

	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 
	For 

	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 
	For 

	Cllr. Peter Higgins 
	Absent 

	Cllr. James Holloway 
	For 

	Cllr. Owen Holmes 
	For 

	Cllr. Tom Kelly 
	For 

	Cllr. Nick Killian 
	For 

	Cllr. Noel Leonard 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Michael Lynch 
	For 

	Cllr. James Mangan 
	For 

	Cllr. Liz McCormack 
	For 

	Cllr. Seamus Murray 
	For 

	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 
	For 

	Cllr. Joe Reilly 
	For 

	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 
	For 

	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 
	Absent 


7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider the provision of Traffic Calming measures at Rockfield Estate, Kells as recommended by the Kells area members.
The members resolved to adopt the measures as recommended by the Kells Area Committee at Rockfield Estate, Kells on the proposition of 

Councillor Bryan Reilly, seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly
7.2.2 To consider Part VIII of the Planning Report in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2006 proposal to provide a wastewater collection and transfer system for the village of Rathcairn. 

The report and recommendation to proceed were noted by the meeting.

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To resolve that the powers, functions and duties of Kells Town Council, Navan Town Council and Trim Town Council, as provided for in the Derelict Sites Act 1961 and the Derelict Sties Act 1990, within the administrative areas of the aforementioned Town Councils, shall be exercised and performed by Meath County Council and that Meath County Council shall enter into an agreement with the Town Councils of Kells, Navan and Trim pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 to give effect to these arrangements.
The resolution was approved on the proposition of

Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly.
7.3.2 To approve the allocation of funding under the 2007 Amenity Levies and Community Grants Scheme in respect of 2007 council projects/initiatives at County and Electoral Area Level and applications received for grant assistance from Community/Voluntary groups/organisations and clubs in each of the electoral areas.

Cllr E Cassidy requested that each Electoral Area would contribute €50,000 in 2008 for the undergrounding of services in Moynalty to greatly enhance the villages chances of securing a National Tidy Towns Title. The Co Manager supported the project but advised that this would require funding by a number of agencies. It was agreed to defer any decision pending clarification of other funding.
The allocation of funding under the 2007 Amenity Levies and Community Grants Scheme in respect of 2007 as presented was approved on the proposition of 

Councillor William Carey, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack.
7.3.3 To seek nominations (3) to board of the Integrated Local Development Company – Meath Partnership in accordance with the requirements of the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs “Guidelines on the Governance of Integrated Local Development Companies and Urban Partnerships” and Cohesion Memorandum 04/07 – attached.

Councillor Patsy O’ Neill was nominated to the board of the Integrated Local Development Company – Meath Partnership on the proposition by Councillor William Carey, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.
Councillor Michael Gallagher was nominated to the board of the Integrated Local Development Company – Meath Partnership on the proposition by Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell

Councillor Liz Mc Cormack was nominated to the board of the Integrated Local Development Company – Meath Partnership on the proposition by Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Michael Lynch.
7.3.4 To approve the raising of a loan(s) for €11.53 million  for the purpose of funding
· Office Accommodation costs

· Ashbourne Burial Grounds

· Housing Land

· Broadband Programme

· Civic Amenity Facilities

· Water Metering Programme.
The raising of a loan(s) for €11.53 million for the purpose of funding the specified projected was approved on the proposition of 

Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan.

7.4.2 To seek the nomination of 3 councillors to the Audit Committee in 
accordance with Section 5 of the Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006.
Councillor Holloway was nominated to the Audit Committee on the proposition by Councillor William Carey, seconded by Councillor John Farrelly.

Councillor Jim Mangan was nominated to the Audit Committee on the proposition by Councillor Liz McCormack seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan.

Councillor Tommy Reilly was nominated to the Audit Committee on the proposition by Councillor Liz McCormack seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan.

7.4.3 To approve the appointment of 4 members to the Audit Committee in 
accordance with Section 5 of the Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006.
County Manager Tom Dowling advised as agreed with Corporate Policy Group external members to the Audit Committee as follows:-

· Kate Williams of Boyne Valley Foods

· Frank Mc Loughlin, (Chairman)

· Representative from NUI Maynooth

· Representative from Bank of Ireland.
8.0 Notices of Motion

8.1 Submitted by the Navan Electoral Area Members (deferred from the October meeting)
“That, in the context of the adoption of a new County Development Plan, the preparation of Town Development Plans and the completion of Local Area Plans in Navan, Navan Area Council members call for an immediate review of County Meath Development Contribution Scheme 2004.”
The following report was circulated and noted by the members
The 2004 Development Contributions Scheme was adopted on 1st March 2004 in accordance with Section 48 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.  The Scheme is valid until the end of 2009 (unless a new scheme is made in the interim).   Preparation of a replacement Scheme will necessitate a review of the current Scheme and it is proposed with the agreement of the Members to commence this process.

Given the extent of Forward Planning Projects to be undertaken over the next 2 years, it is considered prudent to commence the review immediately to ensure the timely adoption and agreement of a new Scheme in advance of the renewal date.
The review and preparation of a new Scheme will involve extensive consultation across the Local Authority to assess the social and physical infrastructure required to serve the County up to 2015.  It is envisaged that it will take 12–18 months to complete this process and in such regard the Members Motion is welcomed and appropriate at this time.

8.2 Submitted by the Navan Electoral Area Members (deferred from the October meeting)

“Due to the number of complaints from residents of Tailteann Estate regarding  the poor quality of the construction of their homes and that public monies were used to construct the estate, that this Committee calls on Meath County Council and DoEHLG to carry out an independent review of all aspects of the construction and make recommendations to ensure that all homes, open areas etc are constructed to the proper standards.”



This motion was deferred to the February 2008 Monthly meeting.

9.0 Presentation from Other Bodies

There were no presentations 
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

The following schedule was noted by the meeting.
10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.0 Any Other Business

11.1 Councillor Liz McCormack raised the provision of a Community Sports Officer for Meath Local Sports Partnership. The County Manager, Tom Dowling advised that the issue could be considered as part of the 2008 budget process.

11.2 Tadhg McDonnell, Director of Services in reply to Councillor Tom Kelly clarified the position in relation to the revision of constituency boundaries and the effect on Drogheda Environs Plan

11.3 The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney agreed to investigate a suggestion by Councillor John V. Farrelly to publish revisions of the electoral register in local press

11.4 Councillor Phillip Cantwell sought information on the mechanism for allocating funding for Christmas lights.
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