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Ordinary Meeting

3rd December 2007, Marriott Ashbourne Hotel, Ashbourne
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian presided

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett,  Joseph Bonner,  Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks,  Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells,  Eugene Cassidy , Jimmy Cudden,  Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V. Farrelly,  Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill,  Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager:

 Tom Dowling
Directors: 
 Brendan Mc Grath, Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Tadhg McDonnell,     

                                            Liam Henry. 
Head of Finance: 
                Fiona Lawless.
Meetings Administrator:     Bill Sweeney

Senior Executive Officers:  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin
A/Senior Planner:

 Wendy Moffett.
Apologies
Councillors Jenny D’Arcy, Bryan Reilly.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 5th November 2007.
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 5th November 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

Councillor Jimmy Fegan asked that the record show that he had requested the Council seek expert advice for the elected members in relation to the Eirgrid proposal. The County Manager Tom Dowling replied that despite difficulties in sourcing independent experts two firms had now been identified and it was proposed to hold a special meeting at 9 am on January 14th. The experts would specifically address the question of under grounding and health risks associated with such projects.
It was unanimously agreed on the proposal of Councillor Jimmy Fegan seconded by Councillor John Farrelly that a special meeting would be held on January 14th 2008 at 9 a.m. for this purpose.

In reply to Councillor Phillip Cantwell the County Manager Tom Dowling explained the manner in which Christmas lights funding had been apportioned.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of congratulations were extended to 

3.1 To all involved in the People in the Community Awards
4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted.
4.1 Circular VCH 02/06 in relation to review of the Capital Assistance Scheme and Capital Loan Voluntary and Subsidy Scheme.
4.2 Circular VCH 01/07 in relation to the management and maintenance allowance (form LSS4) under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.

4.3 Circular VCH 02/07 in relation to the Active Land Management Strategies by Local Authorities- actions to support the Provision of Housing by Voluntary and Co-operative Bodies.

4.4 Circular VCH 03/07 in relation to Voluntary and Co-operative - 100% funding under the Capital Assistance Scheme.

Member welcomed this correspondence and asked that full advantage be taken by the Council of this scheme.

4.5 Correspondence  received from EPA in relation to proposed National Hazardous Waste Management Plan.

4.6 Acknowledgement letter from Minister Eamonn Ryan, Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources in relation to proposed 400kv power line from Co. Cavan to Woodlands, Co. Meath.
Members expressed concern that the Minister had failed to address residents concerns in relation to health.
Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised that the special meeting on January 14th would broadly address the issues of under grounding and health. Following a discussion at the CPG it was agreed that the possible effects on the equine industry should also be considered.
Councillor Brian Fitzgerald asked that a map showing all power lines in the Batterstown area would be available at the special meeting and that the experts would advise on the situation where a multiplicity of lines existed.

In reply to a number of members Liam Henry, Director of Services advised that while Meath County Council did not have a decision making role in the proposal a planning report would be presented to the Council and members were entitled to append any statement they thought fit by resolution.

4.7 Correspondence received from An Bord Pleanála in relation to Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act 2001 – 2006 (Dunboyne M3 Commuter Rail Railway) Order 2007

In reply to Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised that while a temporary arrangement is required at Dunboyne the completed project will comply with the LAP for the area.

4.8 Part III of Circular LG33-06  in respect of Mobile Telephone Allowance

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator reported as follows:

1. Proposed to hold a civic reception to mark the centenary of Vocational Education in the County 

2. Proposed to hold a dinner to recognise the contribution of former Cathaoirligh and County Managers

3. Proposed to hold a special meeting to consider display of the draft Trim Development Plan on 19th December 2007 at 10 a.m.

The report was adopted on the proposal of Councillor Jimmy Cudden, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 in respect of:
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

Members were advised of the provisions of the Ethics in Public Office legislation and the individual requirement on each individual to ensure compliance.

7.1.1 To receive presentation on Proposed Variation No. 4 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013. Proposed Variation No. 4 seeks the zoning of lands in Longwood to Land Use Zoning Objective G1 “to provide for necessary community, recreational and educational facilities” to ensure that adequate lands are zoned to provide for educational and community needs in the area, and if thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.
It was unanimously agreed to place the variation on display on the proposal of 
Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell.

7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider Part VIII Planning Report in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 proposal to extend the width of the existing Nobber Bridge (R162 – 52) to facilitate pedestrian movement. (report to follow)
Unanimously agreed on the proposal of:

Councillor Eugene Cassidy, seconded by Councillor John Farrelly.

7.2.2 To resolve that the powers, functions and duties of Meath County Council in relation to the operation and maintenance of the water services (water & sewerage) infrastructure within the administrative area of Kells shall be continued to be exercised and performed by Kells Town Council for a period of 12 months to 31st December 2008 and that Meath County Council enter into an agreement with Kells Town Council pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 to give effect to these arrangements.
Unanimously agreed on the proposal of:

Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Michael Gallagher.

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider recommendations for the Bi Annual Arts Grant Scheme Phase II 2007.

Unanimously agreed on the proposal of :

Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

7.3.2 To consider recommendations for the Community Arts Award 2007.

Unanimously agreed on the proposal of :

Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald

To ask the County Manager to outline the following:

· When is it proposed to carry out the Road improvements/realignment of the R156 to facilitate the development by Kilsaran Concrete Ltd. P.P. DA 70452 Condition no. 32?
· What are the details of such proposals and the section of the road?
· What are the estimated costs?
· What is the breakdown of the funding to meet such costs?
· What lands will be required and how many landowners are involved to allow for such works?
· Has any compulsory purchase orders been made?

· When is it proposed to commence such works?

· How long is it estimated the works will take?
The Meetings Administrator advised that a written report had been circulated. As the question contained reference to a planning application which was still within the statutory appeal period it would be inappropriate to make any further comment.
In response to Councillor Brian Fitzgerald on the question of the upgrading of the R156 Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised that there were no proposals to do so.
9.0 Notices of Motion

There were no notice of motion included in the agenda.
10.0 Presentation from Other Bodies
There were no presentations included in the agenda.
11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

11.1  Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above schedules were noted by the Council.

12.0 Any Other Business

In reply to Councillor John Farrelly, Tom Dowling, County Manager advised that the Order of priority in the County Development Plan was required to balance the plan in accordance with the Regional Planning Guidelines. He was reluctant to comment further until all submissions to the proposed variation had been received and the Manager’s report prepared.
Liam Henry, Director of Services advised that the outcome of the process would require a variation of the County Development Plan.

Councillor Noel Leonard called for the immediate opening of the Dunboyne relief road and Councillor Phillip Cantwell sought the suspension of the buslane at peak times. Martin Rogers, Senior Executive Officer explained that it was not possible to suspend bus lanes but that the Gardai have a discretion in allowing the use of bus lane for general traffic.
Councillor Tom Kelly queried the opening of the Duleek Julianstown regional road. Tadhg McDonnell, Director of Services explained that there were contractual obligations involved and the situation was being kept under review.

In reply to the councillors, Wendy Moffett, Senior Planner confirmed that derelict sites, infill sites and social housing are exempt from Table 6 of the County Development Plan.
Members joined Councillor Nick Killian, an Cathaoirleach in calling on the Minister for the Environment to make a decision on the issue of a licence to the Ward Union Hunt
Councillors joined Councillor Nick Killian an Cathaoirleach in extending seasons greetings to all staff and to all living and working in the County. In reply Tom Dowling, County Manager wished all councillors a happy Christmas and prosperous new year.
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