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Preliminary Budget Meeting

26th November 2007, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Pat Boshell, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden,  Jenny D’Arcy,  Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes,  Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly,  Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Brendan McGrath, Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry

Financial Accountant:  Barry Lynch, 

Management Accountant : Pat McHugh

Senior Executive Officers: Marie Byrne.

Apologies

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Michael Gallagher, Liz Mc Cormack
The County Manager, Tom Dowling thanked the elected members for their views in relation to budget priorities and said that in so far as was possible these items had been included in the draft budget. He then outlined the principal aspects of the Draft Budget highlighting the following:
· It was essential to adopt a budget that sustained investment in the County;

· In 2008 the emphasis is on maintaining the existing level of services;
· A 6% increase in the Local Government Fund was being assumed;
· A rate increase of 4.95% was proposed which still left Meath at 15th nationally in terms of GARV;
· Substantial funding was being committed to clearing the ERG / DPG backlog and to central heating provision given that 2008 would be the last year for grant aid from the DoEHLG;
· Other priorities included Roads programme, Navan - Dunboyne Rail, Economic Development, Libraries, Sports Officer, Traveller accommodation;
· Substantial funding had to be committed to areas where there was little discretion including Wages Pensions and Water Services.
He commended the draft budget to the members and expressed his appreciation to Fiona Lawless, Head of Finance and her team for all their work.
Fiona Lawless, Head of Finance then made a presentation and questions were raised by Councillors to which the following replies were given:
County Manager 

· Economic development is a priority which requires its own department headed by a Director

· Basketstown landfill was a continuing drain on finances but discussions were taking place with the DoEHLG on funding

· Financial provision has been made for flooding and bridges

· It is expected that there will be some reduction in the deficit in 2007 as a  small surplus is expected

Head of Finance

· Meath Arts Centre provision was increasing by 8%

· It is expected that planning fees will be increased in 2008

· The new volume bills on water make it difficult to predict revenue for 2008

Director of Services Housing & Environment

· It would be March/April before there was certainty on Building programme funding

· The regeneration programme for Townspark and Alverno were dependent on DoEHLG funding. The Headfort Grove contract will be signed before end 2007

An update was given on illegal dumps and the potential costs.
This concluded the business of the meeting

CS_08Jan_Item_Item1-2_Mins_PreliminaryBudget_26-11-07..doc
Page 1 of 2
Meath County Council, County Hall, Railway Street, Navan, County  Meath

Telephone: 046 9097000, Fax: 046 9097001, web: www.meath.ie, Email info@meathcoco.ie

