[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council





[image: image1.png]
[image: image3.png]1

i

et oty Comel





Ordinary Meeting

7th July 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A).
Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Senior Planners: Pat Gallagher, Wendy Moffett(A)

Senior Executive Planner: Bernard Greene
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 9th June 2008.
 The minutes of the full council meeting held on 9th June 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

No matters arising
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:

3.1 Mr Robert Bradley, Trim area office on the death of his mother 

3.2 Ms Rosanne Meenan, Community & Enterprise on the death of her father

3.3 The family of Sergeant Jim Queeney, Enfield who died recently.

Congratulations were extended to 

3.4 Tony & Michael Woods on the opening of the facility for people with intellectual disabilities at Stamullen.

3.5 Sinead Noonan, Dunboyne winner of ‘Miss Ireland’ competition.

3.6 Councillor Liz McCormack on being elected Cathaoirleach and Councillor Jenny  D’Arcy on being elected Leas Cathaoirleach.
4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted by the members.
4.1 Correspondence received from Deaglán Ó Briain, Príomhoifigeach, Dept of Community, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs.
4.2 Circular WPR 08/08 Waste Management (Landfill Levy) Order 2008 notifying of  increasing Landfill Levy effective from 1st July 2008.
4.3 Correspondence received from Gerry Geoghegan, RPS Consulting Engineers, regarding Water Supply Project – Dublin Region, SEA – Phase 2: Scoping Report.
Full report on Meath Local Authorities Extranet Homepage:

http://planning.meath.ie/downloadsnewmeathwebsite/WaterSupplyProjectDublinRegionSEAScopingReport.pdf ,

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney presented the report from the Protocol Meeting:

5.1 Recommendation re membership of Eastern Border Region Authority
Existing six members to continue as Forum members

(Cllrs: Noel Leonard, Willie Carey, Brian Fitzgerald, John V. Farrelly, Michael Gallagher, James Mangan)

Board member to be appointed from among the six.

5.2 It was agreed that P5tv would make a presentation to the committee at a future  

              meeting 
The report was unanimously adopted on the proposal of Councillor James Mangan seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development
7.1.1 To receive the Manager’s report on submissions and observations received regarding Variation No. 6 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, and having considered the Manager’s report to resolve to make the Variation in accordance with the Manager’s report or to resolve to make the variation other than in accordance with the Manager’s report subject to such modifications as are considered appropriate in accordance with Section 13 (6) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000.
Following a full discussion Variation No. 6 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 was approved on the proposition of Councillor Killian,  seconded by Councillor Cantwell (Roll call vote: for 27 Absent 2)
	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	For 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	For 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	For 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	For 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	For 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	For 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	Absent 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	For 


	Cllr. Eoin Holmes 

	For 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	For 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	For 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	For 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	For 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	For 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	Absent 



	


7.1.2 To receive the Manager’s report on College Proteins, Nobber Biomass CHP Plant (Ref 17.PA0005) and if appropriate to resolve to attach to that report, the recommendations of the members on the proposed development, as recorded by the meetings administrator in accordance with Section 37E (6) of the Planning & Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006.               
The members of Meath County Council resolved that the meeting administrator record their unanimous opposition to the proposed Biomass CHP Plant  and associated Ash landfill by College Proteins at Nobber on the proposal of Councillor Eugene Cassidy,  seconded by Councillor Bryan Reilly and that the Councillors comments be appended to the Manager’s Report to An Bord Pleanála

The following points, relevant to the application were noted in reaching that decision 

· The fact that the Planning Authority had not engaged a specialist consultant to assess the impacts of the proposed development on the environment.

· The creation of excess capacity for the disposal of MBM in the North East Region.

· That there won’t be enough CAT 1 MBM available in Ireland to supply this additional facility.

· That the proximity principle should be applied more strictly,  in that the North East region should not have to deal with MBM from all over Ireland  

· That   recent decisions indicate the possible lifting of the ban on the use of CAT 1 MBM in certain instances for pellet fertilisers

· That the Planning Authority did not consider the developers poor compliance record in framing its view of the proposed development.

· Had the Planning Authority adequately assessed the developments impacts on archaeology in the area 

· High levels of ammonia in water courses in the area 

· Disagreement with the Planning Authority’s assessments of the  visual impact of the proposed development

· That alternative uses exist for MBM such as feed for poultry and pig sectors

· That the proposed monitoring would not give adequate and timely  warning of potential environmental incidents at the plant 

· That the proposed power generation aspect of the development was being used to legitimise the proposed  increase in capacity at the plant

· That technologies did not exist to adequately treat or capture the minute particles likely to be created during the process

· That existing thermal treatment plants and cement kilns in the area have adequate capacity to deal with the MBM generated in the area

· Why the Planning Authority had not assessed the potential impact of the plant on receiving waters at Lough Bracken and Whitewood lake

· The potential impact of the additional traffic on the road network

· What contingency plans existed to deal with any  incident/accident arising from the proposed facility   

· Whether the plastic sacks used to contain the bed ash in the landfill would be adequate for the life of the landfill

· The potential effect of dioxins from the plant entering the food chain

· Poor compliance history  noting smells arising from the existing operation and the fact that some residents have moved away because of that disruption

· The inadequate assessment within the Environmental Impact Statement of the potential effects of the plant on public health and the environment 

· That the company does not have the technical expertise to manage the proposed operation or to transport the material to and from the plant

· Queried why the Planning Authority had not sought information on the destination of the fly-ash and the methodology of transportation 

· That the expansion of the company does not benefit the area

· That the capacity of the plant was sized to avail of SID thresholds  and may not reflect the actual through put when operational

· Queried if the company has secured the raw material to meet the 105,000 tonne through put and satisfied the planning authority that this source is secure

· Queried whether the proposed development contributes to the sustainability of the area.

· Why so many waste infrastructural projects are being located in County Meath

· Request for a health impact study to assess the grass—animal –human , food chain from agriculture in the vicinity of the project

· The absence of a  comprehensive assessment of the effects of dioxins from thermal treatment plants generally

· Noted the nuisance caused by odour from trucks serving the existing development 

· That  current  MBM use as a fuel in cement production  in Ballinabrackey should not be used as a reason  to justify the rejection of this development 

· That the Department of Agriculture supports the end use of MBM within the Irish state

· That existing national regional and local  policy supports the concept of use of MBM as a fuel

· That the members should concentrate their efforts to frustrate the delivery of this project by objection to the revised waste licence required to operate the facility

· Questioned if the Planning Authority had received complaints re: unauthorised development at the existing facility and if the Planning Authority had sufficient resources to police such non compliances

· Had the Planning Authority assessed the company profile to ascertain its principals/ shareholders

· Sought clarity as to the scope of the report requested of the Planning Authority 

· The apparent inconsistency in allowing such a development which may have an adverse effect on the potential growth of the equine industry in County Meath

· Members noted the short time frame for examination and consideration of all relevant matters by the Planning Authority

· Was the merit of this application compared to similar projects such as the waste facility close to Coolmore Stud in Co. Tipperary 

· Absence of guidance from the DOEHLG on the scope of the Planning Authorities report

· Conflict of interest as An Bord Pleanála dictates what information it wants from the Planning Authority and  is the final arbitrator in the process.

· That the EPA were likely to curtail some of the activities but would ultimately grant an IPPC licence for the project

· That the Planning Authority should have shut down the existing operation for non compliance with the existing permissions

· Doubts that the flue/ stack would prevent discharges to the atmosphere

· That neither the community  nor the elected members trusted the company to operate within the terms of its licence/ permission 

· That the Planning Authority should  seek an appropriate contribution towards its costs from An Bord Pleanála
· That the company should clarify what it means by medium term in the context of identifying a sustainable alternative to land filling the ash.

· Did the Planning Authority gain access to the pre-planning records between An Bord Pleanála and the applicant

· What other statutory bodies had been consulted

· The absence of adequate laboratory  infrastructure in Ireland to deal with the monitoring of emissions to water and air

· That agricultural output in the immediate vicinity will only be suitable for bio-fuels as supermarkets have indicated they would not accept such produce for sale

· The EPA is under resourced and will not be able to monitor the development adequately 

· Has the proposed technology been adequately tested

· That the developer should be penalised if they do not achieve the stated throughput that enabled it to avail of the SID process

· A request that the EPA explain its considerations in determining the merits of a revised  IPPC license

· Concern at the increase in truck movements and potential increase in odours from trucks using the R162

· Noted the precedent of Indaver and Lagan Cement permissions 

· Noted a number of incidents where An Bord Pleanála had not upheld decisions of Meath County Council in recent months

· That the Planning Authorities request for further information is so broad ranging that it would most likely warrant a refusal of permission in respect of a normal application 

Officials of the Planning Authority responded as follows and also referred the members to the contents of its report on the proposed development on certain matters:

· The previous planning refusal by Meath County Council was linked to the poor quality of road junctions serving the development , which had since been upgraded

· That the EPA is the competent authority to regulate the operation and any potential emission from it

· That the Fly Ash is deemed hazardous waste and cannot go to Knockharley landfill at Kentstown 

· The only receiving waters considered in the Environmental Impact Statement were the Dee catchment to which watercourses within the application site/landholding discharge   

· Qualification of a project  for SID process is a decision vested in An Bord Pleanála

· The Planning Authority had been asked to assess the land use implications of the proposal

· Clarified the operating temperature of Kilns at Ballinabrackey and at the proposed development in Nobber

· The Planning Authority is asked to assess the  development as stated on the application

· That the Planning Authority was not aware of an unauthorised development on site

· That the Planning Authority could not consider the company profile in reaching its recommendation

· That the Planning Authority may recoup some of its costs in certain circumstances

· That Meath County Council had been aware that the proposed  development was being lodged with An Bord Pleanála and had assisted in scoping the Environmental Impact Statement
· That a lagoon for the collection of leachate from the landfill was required by the EPA Guidance on landfill design.
· That the development would most likely be referred to An Taisce for comment together with other statutory agencies by An Bord Pleanála.
7.1.3 To  receive a presentation on proposed Variation No. 2 of the Navan Development Plan 2003 – 2009, being a proposal as follows:

1. To zone 28.38 HA of lands at Clonmagadden, Navan currently without a land use zoning objective for the following uses:

· A2: To provide for new residential communities and community facilities and to protect the amenities of existing residential areas- 9.40 ha

· B3: To protect, provide for and improve local shopping facilities in order to create and

retain a vibrant and sustainable neighbourhood centre to serve primarily local needs- 1.37 HA

· E2:To provide for light industrial and industrial office type employment in a high quality campus environment subject to the provision of necessary physical infrastructure- 3.69 HA.

· G1: To provide for necessary community, recreational and educational facilities-7.18 HA

· F1: To provide for and improve open spaces for active and passive recreational facilities- 5.90 HA 

2. To amend Section 3.4.3 of the Navan Development Plan, which has as 

        an objective the preparation of a Local area Plan for these lands, to  

        require that an Area Action Plan be prepared for these lands
If thought fit to resolve to place this variation and Area Action Plan on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended

This item was withdrawn from the agenda on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Patsy O’ Neill.
7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To receive presentation on the Council’s obligations under the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 (S.I. No. 140) and to approve for public display “Draft” Noise Action Plan.
Paul Mc Donald, Sonitus Systems Ltd made the presentations and responded to a number of questions from councillors.
The members approved the public display of the “Draft” Noise Action Plan on the proposition of Councillor Leonard, seconded by Councillor Holloway
7.2.2 To consider the submissions received following the display of the “Draft” Road Traffic (Special Speed Limits) County of Meath Bye-Laws 2008 together with the report presented to the Council meeting and to resolve to make the said Bye-Laws in accordance with the “Draft” subject to such variation or amendment thereto as may be considered appropriate.

“Subject to and conditional on receipt by Meath County Council of the written consent of the National Road Authority (NRA) to the inclusion in the Byelaws in the Section for Athboy at paragraph (c) of provision for the extension of the existing 50 km zone on the N51 Delvin road Athboy by 155 metres and to the consequent reduction of the 60 km speed limit in the  Section for Athboy at paragraph (a) it is resolved to make the Road Traffic (Special Speed Limits) County of Meath Byelaws 2008 in accordance with the “Draft” previously published and amended as recommended in the report of Martin Rogers, Senior Executive Officer, Infrastructure, dated the 3rd day of July 2008 and presented to this meeting and IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the said byelaws shall come into force on the 1st day of September 2008.  This Resolution shall not have legal force or effect unless the aforesaid consent of the National Road Authority is obtained by the 31st day of July 2008 and shall be deemed to have effect on the date of such consent.  In the event of the said consent not being so obtained, then further consideration of the draft Byelaws shall stand adjourned to the next meeting of Meath County Council “
The above resolution  was approved on the proposition of Councillor Nick Killian, seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly. 
Cllr Cantwell asked that the record show that he abstained from the adoption of the resolution.
7.2.3 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 and 2006, to construct works in connection with Oldcastle Waste Water Treatment Plant Optimisation Works.

The report and recommendation was noted by the Council and approved on the proposition of Councillor Eugene Cassidy, seconded by Councillor Michael Lynch. 

7.2.4 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 and 2006, to relocate the existing playground in the townland of Commons 1st Division, Trim, Co. Meath, to the Porch field, in the townland of Blackfriary 2nd Division, Trim, Co. Meath. 
This item was adjourned to the September meeting on the proposal of Councillor Jimmy Fegan seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins.

7.2.5 To consider Taking in Charge the following estates as recommended by the Slane Electoral Area Members at the June monthly committee meeting held on Wednesday 18th June 2008.


	Estate
	Location

	Eastham Court (Phase 2)
	Eastham Road, Bettystown, Co. Meath.

	Longwood 
	Dublin Road, Drogheda, Co. Meath.

	Betaghstown Wood (Phase 1)
	Eastham Road, Bettystown, Co. Meath

	Betaghstown Wood (Phase 3)
	Eastham Road, Bettystown, Co. Meath

	The Cairns
	Drogheda, Co. Meath

	Highlands
	Rathmullen Road, Drogheda, Co. Meath

	Kilbreck/Glasheen
	Silverstream Road, Stamullen, Co. Meath

	Ashvale Court
	Station Road, Duleek, Co. Meath

	South Shore Drive
	Laytown, Co. Meath.

	Preston Park (Phase 2)
	Laytown Road, Julianstown, Co. Meath.


was approved on the proposition of Councillor Anne Dillon Gallagher, seconded by Councillor Michael Gallagher.


7.3 Environment

7.3.1 To consider and if thought fit to approve for public display the “Draft” Bye- Laws for the Collection, Storage and Presentation of Waste and Certain related Waste Management Matters.

The approval for public display of the “Draft” Bye-Laws for the Collection, Storage and Presentation of Waste and Certain related Waste Management  Matters was approved on the proposition of Councillor Jenny D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
7.3.2 To consider and approve the Amenity and Lawnmower Grants 2008 as agreed by the Dunshaughlin, Navan, Slane, Kells and Trim electoral area members.
The Amenity and Lawnmower Grants 2008 as agreed by the Dunshaughlin, Kells, Navan, Slane and Trim electoral areas were approved on the proposition of Councillor Jenny D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.

7.4 Housing, Social Community & Cultural
7.4.1 To receive results of the Pride of Place for Schools awards which were held in Warrenstown College on the 19th June 2008.
The results as presented were noted by the members.
7.4.2 To approve the allocation of funding under the Amenity Levies and Community Grants Scheme in respect of 2008 council projects/initiatives at County and Electoral Area Level and applications received for grant assistance from Community/Voluntary groups/organisations and clubs in each of the electoral areas.
The allocation of funding was approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Jenny  D’Arcy.

7.5 Corporate Services

7.5.1 To receive nominations for representation on the East Border Region as follows:

· 6 councillors to the East Border Region Members Forum 
· 1 councillor to the East Border Region Board
Agreed in accordance with recommendation from Protocol Committee (see item 5.1)
7.5.2 To adopt the Higher Education Grant Scheme 2008/2009 
Bill Sweeney, Senior Executive Officer proposed that the members agree in principle to the allow application to be invited with a closing date of 31st October 2008.
The members approved the scheme on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Seamus Murray (adjourned from the June full council meeting)

“To ask the County Manager and the Director of Services to update members on the progress to date in relation to public lights allocated, paid for and contracts signed with ESB Networks with particular reference to public lights agreed by members over five years ago for Coolronan, Jordanstown Church and Kinnegad Road, Ballivor
Martin Rogers, Senior Executive Officer advised that the Trim Area Office was investigating this matter and would reply directly to the Councillor.

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Kells Electoral Area Members

“That Meath County Council call on the Irish Government to take in charge the area of megalithic cairn sites at Sliabh na Collaigh not already owned by the Irish State.”

Proposed by Councillor Michael Lynch, seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly and unanimously adopted.
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

10.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Manager’s orders were noted by the members.

11.0 Any Other Business

11.1 Councillor Jimmy Fegan raised the excessive length of time being taken to transact agenda business. The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised that the majority of items on the agenda were statutory business and suggested that a special meeting of the Protocol Committee be held in advance of the September meeting to discuss the issue.
11.2 Councillor Jim Holloway raised the question of updates to Councillors from the out of hours call service. The Meeting Administrator, Bill Sweeney agreed to discuss with the service provider.
11.3 Councillor Michael Gallagher raised the operation of a quarry at Kilmainham. Liam Henry, Director of Services advised that the Planning Department are writing to the NRA and the Contractor in relation to the status of the quarry.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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