[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council





[image: image3.png]1

i

et oty Comel




[image: image3.png]

        Ordinary Meeting

2nd April 2007, Council Chamber

Due to the unavoidable absence of An Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach it was agreed on the proposition of Councillor  Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell that Councillor Brian Fitzgerald would preside over the meeting. 

Members Present:

Councillors  Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey,  Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy,  John Farrelly, Michael Gallagher, Dominic Hannigan, Peter Higgins,  Jim Holloway, Nick Killian, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:
County Manager Tom Dowling

Directors Brendan Mc Grath, Kevin Stewart, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A)

Head of Finance: Fiona Lawless.

Senior Executive Officers  Martin Rogers, Larry Whelan.
Accountants: Barry Lynch & Pat McHugh
A/ Meetings Administrator: Mary Maguire
Apologies

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, Jimmy Fegan, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard.

At the commencement of the meeting Cllr Killian sought a suspension of Standing Orders to seek assurances in relation to the quality of the drinking water. Management confirmed that a statement would issue before the end of the meeting.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 5th March 2007
The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 5th March 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Michael Lynch, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell.
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning  Meeting held on 2nd March 2007
The amended minutes of the special planning meeting held on 2nd March were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor William Carey, seconded by Councillor Nick Killian.
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising form the minutes
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were passed with:

3.1 Claire Mullins, Dunshaughlin Area office on the death of her mother Mrs Rose Mulvanney, RIP.

3.2 Family of John Dunne, RIP, former employee of Meath County Council 

3.3 Councillor Noel Leonard on the death of his aunt Ms Maura Leonard, RIP
3.4 Councillor Paddy Mc Gowan, Donegal County Council on the death of his brother John Mc Gowan, RIP.

The following votes of congratulations were extended:

3.5 To John Carr & Philip Carberry on winning the Cheltenham Champion Hurdle with  Sublimity 
3.6 Irish Rugby Team on wining the Triple Crown
3.7 Oldcastle Vocational School on recent success in the Vocational Schools Football Championship 
3.8 Members of Meath County Council on pledging their support for Tara Mines disabled workers, whose case was recently successfully negotiated.
4.0 Correspondence

The following items of correspondence circulated were noted by the members.
4.1 Circular letter  LG07-2007 Social and Community Facilities Capital Scheme 2007 
The members welcomed details of the 2007 scheme, with an allocation of up to €150,000 and noted the benefits derived from the scheme in 2006 through the Urban Tree Planting initiative.   

Members queried if a basket of small proposals would be submitted in 2007 or whether it was likely to submit application for one major project. It was also suggested that Tidy Towns and local Development Groups be notified.  

In response County Manager Tom Dowling indicated that there is an opportunity to continue with works similar to that undertaken last year and to include a number of areas including Navan, which could benefit greatly from this scheme. 
It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr McCormack, seconded by Cllr T Reilly to initiate an Urban Tree Planting Scheme again in 2007.
4.2 Circular letter WPR 02-2007 regarding Public Consultation on the Draft Waste Management (Tyres & Waste Tyres) Regulations 2007

It was noted that this has recently become a major problem and the establishment and maintenance of registers by the  Local Authorities was welcomed.
4.3 Circular letter Fire 01-2007 regarding Fire Services Capital Programme 2007 (Fire Station Element)

Funding for Fire Service was welcomed and a query raised in relation to what station might benefit from the new fire appliance
4.4 Correspondence received DoEHLG regarding Minister Dick Roche announcement of “Nationwide Extension of Local Authority Farm Plastics Collections”
Members welcomed notification of the council’s inclusion in Phase One, with collections to take place in March / April.  Director of Service Brendan McGrath advised that there will be three collection locations throughout the county: East, Mid & West

It was noted that there is a levy on plastic when it is been purchased and that therefore the manufacturers should be responsible.  It was further suggested that the council should go after the manufacturers to ensure collection.
4.5 Acknowledgement letter received from Minister Dick Roche regarding recent motion for dog control legislation.
4.6 Notification of Public Consultation : Dunboyne (M3) Commuter Rail Project

The members welcomed notification of Dunboyne (M3) Commuter Rail Project Public Consultation and were advised that the Department of Transport is working on Railway Orders with a view to signing during the summer. 

During the debate it was suggested that proposal should be brought to the Department regarding the Rail Line to ensure successful delivery, and it was also suggested that the major intersection on the M3 is being put back due to the relaying of tracks.

Members were anxious that the project be fast tracked and that Meath County Council should put its best foot forward, commenting that the line to Navan is needed long before 2015( as outlined in Transport 21).

It was acknowledged that it was Meath County Council who initiated Phase 1, steps for which are going according to plan and there was no reason to believe that Phase 2 would not follow, or that time scales will alter. 
Some members sought continuation of the project with Phase 3 (North Meath & South Cavan) 
4.7 Meath County Council Directorate Restructuring 

County Manager Tom Dowling outlined his proposals for the restructuring of Directorates  with effect from mid May 2007 as follows:
Roads & Transport:  a single directorate with responsibility for all transport

(including rail) – Director, Eugene Cummins

Integration of Water Services & Environment – accepted that there are logical overlaps eg Water Quality etc. - temporary Director to be appointed following internal interview, with a case to be made to the DoEHLG for ultimate filling on a permanent basis by open competition.

Housing:  a single directorate with specific responsibility to deliver the Social and Affordable Housing Programme – Director, Brendan McGrath

Planning & Community: new amalgamation of 2 directorates. Planning will now be aligned with the "Community" element of the former Community & Enterprise. No area responsibility. Director, Liam Henry

Economic Development & Innovation:  a new directorate with specific responsibility at Management Team level for the attraction of economic development and enterprise to the County. Responsibility for a range of individual project including the restoration of the Boyne Canal, capitalising on new Drogheda port at Breamore; Higher Education initiatives, Tourism etc. Director Kevin Stewart.

Corporate Services / Human Resources - unchanged – Director Tadhg McDonnell.

Finance  / IT - unchanged - Director / Head of Finance Fiona Lawless.

Members welcomed the proposed restructuring having regard to recent issues, challenges and opportunities which have presented to the council. 
It was accepted that the breakdown of directorate better reflected current and projected council activity eg. 
Planning and Economic development brief very important in terms of the future development of the county and it was acknowledged that someone should deal with the Economic Development brief at management level.  It was also suggested that competition for investment will now also be very high in Northern Ireland and that it will be necessary to compete with Northern Ireland for both indigenous and inward investment. 
It was also accepted that Health and Safety is a very important issue and that there are major implications eg  roads now need to be closed to facilitate overlay/ surface dressing.

Queries were raised in relation to the section resources required to back up new restructuring proposals and suggestion made that “contract” workers were leaving to take up permanent positions elsewhere, accepting that people will naturally leave the organisation to take up permanent appointments.   Queries were also raised in relation to the creation of an additional SPC in line with the new restructuring proposals.
Responding to the debate County Manager Tom Dowling indicated that:
· County Meath is the one of the best placed locations in Europe for Economic Development and that it is important that there someone at Director Level manage this  
·  the report as circulated is a strategic report, 
· that the council is ready to propose an additional Strategic Policy Committee 
· that resources for both planning and economic development will not be found wanting in order to implement and deliver on the objectives of the new County Development Plan. Members were advised that additional project officers will be appointed and paid for through capital, and that there will be an increase in the compliment of planning personnel 
Queries were raised in relation to any possible demise of area offices and it was noted that

area service “back room” operations do not necessarily have to be done at area level ie that service delivery should be seamless where so ever that backroom service is provided.

Members nevertheless recorded concerns regarding the pressure being experienced by all staff, including those at area level.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

Meeting Administrator advised the following:
· Correspondence from Meath Association in London expressing thanks to the council for sending a strong representation to the 2007 St Patrick’s Day parade in London. 

· Recent communication from Cary, North Carolina who had unanimously decided to invite County Meath to celebrate 2007 Lazy Daze Festival, in August 2007 as 2007 was officially declared "The Year of County Meath". 

· Meeting Administrator advised that the Civic reception will now be held on Thursday  19th April 2007, the date having been changed following confirmation of unavailability of a number of key personnel on Thursday 13th April 2007.

· Cllr Killian noted with regret that the organization of the recent commemoration at the Battle of the Somme was poor, and members from local authorities on that trip were very badly treated.  Grave reservations were expressed in relation to participation on future similar trips.

6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning

7.1.1 Restoration of the Boyne Navigation from Navan to Drogheda
County Manager Tom Dowling updated the members on his thoughts on the possible restoration of the Boyne Navigation and indicated that he felt it was a huge opportunity for a Tourism project. He also referred to major funding available under National Development Plan.

The members welcomed the proposal and commended the County manager on the thoughts gone into it, concurring on the huge potential for the county. 
Some members suggested that the possibility of extending it down to Trim and linking the heritage towns along the river be examined. Others also felt that consideration be given to running it to the Royal canal.
County Manager Tom Dowling thanked the members for their support and it was agreed on the proposition of Cllr Cantwell, seconded by Cllr Carey that the Manager proceed to prepare initially a pre-feasibility study to identify the issues to be addressed, the potential sources of income, an estimate of the cost and assess exactly what is required to move this project forward.
7.2 
 Infrastructure
7.2.1
To receive presentation from ESB.
At this point An Cathaoirleach welcomed representatives from the ESB who had accepted the Council’s invitation to attend today’s meeting
Mr. Tom McCann outlined the various units and the arrangements necessary for connections

1) ESB Networks – Build, operate and maintain – Contact :Tom McCann                  105k new connections into ESB system.

2) ESB Contacts – Separate unit – Contracting Firm – Contact: Andy Kerby                       This unit contracts with Meath Co Co to operate and maintain public lighting.

He outlined arrangements for new lights as follows:

1) Design and installation done by ESB contracts. Proposal done by ESB contracts and then sent to Meath County Council for approval

2) Payment – Application to get light connected to system – Charge Standard

Un-metered Public Lighting

1. Technical reference number given at all times

2. Every connection point has to have a reference number

3. Group metered reference numbers

4. Meath County Council divided into two parts from ESB perspective – North & South Meath

At this point Director of Service Eugene Cummins updated the meeting as follows:
· Several contracts recently made between ESB, Area Engineer & Infrastructure

· It is obvious that there are works outstanding - a lot of which date to pre-split of ESB
· Reference numbers sent to ESB

· It is accepted that there are faults on both sides and assurance is given that outstanding works would be handled expeditiously.

· It was accepted that communication contracts between parties need to be improved

· ESB group will be meeting with Area Engineer – Improvements necessary on both sides and mechanisms will be put in place which will address the issues.

The following items were then raised by the members
· Originate of  motion in Navan Area because of frustration/complaints

· Glad that network is being put in place to address problems and issues

· Dissatisfaction with service ongoing for a long number of years and Blame Game being played

· Importance of having proper contact details where / when difficulty presents

· Significant amount of prepaid works still outstanding

· Specific lights / problems referred to as follows:



11 lights on Kildalkey Rd

8 lights Newhaggard Rd, Trim

1 light Jordonstown Chapel
1 light Coolronan
Lights in Ballivor

Meadowbank Hill, Ratoath, 

Curragha Village, 

Curragha Road, Ratoath

Traffic lights on main Athboy Road 

Manorland Estate, Trim

Whitecross School, Julianstown

Grange, Stamullen

Main Street, Ashbourne, 

Jordonstown Chapel
Kinnegad Road, Ballivor

14 houses in Oldcastle, 

Civic offices, 

New Enterprise Centre, Kells
· Council Estate in Summerhill: breakdown in communications. Once contact was made no difficulty

· Problems in rural areas not isolated to Meath, discussed with other local authority Councillors.

· Costs including that of 3 phase to rural areas e.g  €20,000 fee requested 

· Main problems highlighted in new estates
· Difficult at times to understand why service has not worked. Will expect review over time and progress report in 3 months

· Maintenance issues : Dirty covers have dimmed effect on lights, Breakdown response is poor

· Suggestion of ESB Monopoly

· Suggestion of frustration by public when contacting the ESB ie service not  people friendly
· Need for process revision in conjunction with Council & Developers
· 5 major outages  in Ashbourne in the last 12 months and impact on W&S services and causing infrastructural deficits.

· 2 major incidents in Trim
· Significant allocation approved at last budget ( €1.5m over 3 years). Ned to be sure that works will be done within that period
· Sub – committee should be set up to monitor and report 
· Developers also involved and need to be aware of situation
Mr Tom McCann then responded as follows:
ESB has met with Director of Service Eugene Cummins and progress is being made.  He reiterated again the difference between Contracts & Networks and gave details of his Mobile Number. Mr McCann committed to investigating the alleged outages in Ashbourne and Trim
Mr Andy Kerby then addressed the members as follows:
· No  Monopoly in existence  –  misconception - contracts must compete for jobs
· There are standard charges applicable - Same rate for all lights (Urban & Rural
· Works done on basis of Purchase Order and payment sought on foot of purchase order
· Accept that “outsiders” still perceive ESB as one body
· Civil Works undertaken by LA / contractor
· Process for Installation of lights same as connection process
· ESB bill Council for lights maintained - ESB maintain street lights
· There is no existing maintenance contract
· Solar lights cost effectiveness need to be checked
· Lights covered by maintenance have numbers
Director of Services Eugene Cummins then advised as follows: 
· Issue continue to present in relation to lights owned and not owned
· Dependant on private ESB contract to issue certificates
· Kells lights may have been paid for in advance and prior to per break-up of ESB – needs to be clarified.
· Important to realise the number of players involved in the process
· Process is more complicated than heretofore
· Agree with proposal for a monitoring committee and 3 monthly progress report is necessary

· Independent contractors need to have cleared understanding of the process 
An Cathaoirleach thanked the ESB for coming and hoped that mechanism for improvements would be successfully implemented
7.1.2 Cllr Mangan queried the Part V111 for Kentstown which he understood was agreed at Navan Area a few weeks ago. 
In response Area manager indicated that it had been agreed at Navan Meeting to go to part VIII but that the process was not at stage for resolution yet.
7.2 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.2.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development  Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 4 no 4 bedroom houses, 95 no 3 bedroom houses and 145 no 2 bedroom apartments at Townparks, East of Stonebridge Estate and North of Headfort Park Estate, Kells.

The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray, to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.

Cllr B Reilly expressed concern at this item and queried if it is possible to now make submissions as did Cllr. M Gallagher
In response Director of Service Brendan McGrath indicated that the purpose of Part V111 is for members to note the proposed development. He advised that members could make notice seeking not to proceed. If desired this notice should be passed within 6 weeks of this current resolution.  
Mr McGrath advised the members that the report recommended a phased approach to the development with 33 units only being currently permitted.  He indicated that the remainder of the lands will be developed by way of new Part V111 with a new entrance proposed.  It is also proposed to develop the lands by way of  public partnership, to sell off with proceeds to go towards acquisition of additional lands.
7.2.2 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of a rural cottage at Kilmer Road, Ballivor

The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor James Mangan, to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.2.3 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development  Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of a rural cottage at Cloneylogan, Kildalkey.
The members resolved on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor William Carey, to proceed with the recommendation as outlined in the report of the Senior Executive Planner.
7.2.4 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 36 no 3 bedroom 2 storey houses and 1 no single storey 3 bedroom special adapted houses at Summerhill, Trim.
This item was withdrawn until further notice.

7.2.5 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for the provision and construction of 11 no 3 bedroom 2 storey house and 1 no single storey 3 bedroom special adapted house at Stallen, Donore.
This item was withdrawn until further notice 
7.2.6 To approve the raising of a loan of €22,500,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the purchase of 28.7 acres of residentially zoned lands at Ferganstown, Navan. 

The members approved the raising of a loan of €22,500,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the purchase of 28.7 acres of residentially zoned lands at Ferganstown, Navan on the proposition of:

Councillor James Mangan seconded by Councillor Nick Killian
County Manager Tom Dowling expressed his delighted to report proposed maximum use for this parcel of land. 

Most members welcomed the purchase and congratulated the County Manager Tom Dowling & Director of Service Brendan McGrath in this regard. 
It was hoped that this land will be developed to a standard similar to that of Hillside where a  template for integrated development has been in place for over 30 years there.  It was hoped that the new development will be a model of best practice with amenities and housing management 
The cost at approx €770,000 per acre was questioned by some and there were suggestion that the land is land locked.
Responding to a query in relation to the update on buying land in East Meath, Mr McGrath confirmed that the council is confident of acquiring land at 5 locations in the next few months.
7.2.7 To receive recommendation for the Meath County Council Tyrone Guthrie Centre Award 2006

The recommendation as presented was approved on the proposition of 

Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor James Mangan 

7.2.8 To receive recommendation for the Professional Arts Development Fund 2007.

The recommendation as presented was approved on the proposition of 

Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor Tommy Reilly.
7.2.9 To receive recommendation for the Meath County Council Festival Grant Scheme 2007.

The recommendation as presented was approved on the proposition of :
Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.

Cllr McCormack referred to the forthcoming Leinster Fleadh and sought sympathetic consideration towards funding for the event.
In response the County manager confirmed his awareness of the event and committed to examining possible funding avenues

Aware and Sympathetic    

7.3.10    New Affordable Housing Scheme of Priorities

At this point Director of Service Brendan McGrath advised of changes sought to the existing current scheme and introduced Senior Executive Officer Larry Whelan to the meeting.

Mr. Whelan outlined the key proposed changes, with a view to prioritising Meath Residents in light of the fact of the number of new schemes coming on stream due for imminent allocation.

Cllr Joe Reilly expressed reservations at the proposals, citing an example of applicant of two and a half years on the affordable waiting list who wouldn’t now be considered if the proposed changes were effected.

The members agreed on the proposition of Cllr. Killian, seconded by Cllr. Hannigan to adopt the draft scheme and to review the scheme as sought necessary.

In the course of the debate it was noted that the Public Relations within the Housing Section is excellent and members congratulated the staff for their diligence and patience with customers and enquirers.

7.3 Finance

7.3.1 To consider draft Annual Financial Statement (AFS) 2006 in accordance with section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001 (circulated).

The Annual Financial Statement (AFS) 2006 prepared in accordance with section 108 of the Local Government Act 2001 was received and approved on the proposition of:

Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.

In the course of her presentation Head of Finance Fiona Lawless highlighted the improved financial position at end of year 2006, which closed with a surplus of €406,000, representing a turnaround of €1.2 million on year 2005.  
Ms Lawless confirmed that 2006 was the first year to represent a surplus since 1998 and confirmed that this was achieved through the application of Value for Money and efficiency projects, as well as Income Maximisation. 

In relation to the capital Account Ms Lawless highlighted that the net position has improved by €25 million in 2006, that Development Levies on hand were up €9.7 Million and that Unfunded Balances had reduced by €9.3m. Ms Lawless also confirmed that Asset Disposals yielded €8.6 Million

The members complimented all those associated with the high collection rates evidenced in the report and expressed desire to make funds available for new Head Quarters, which should be prioritised.

Queries raised in relation to use of Development Levies were answered and it was highlighted that some levies are committed to projects already started or in the pipeline. Ms Lawless confirmed that each job is looked at individually and prioritised 

Members queried what might happen if there is a slow down in building and if this would affect projection?  In response Ms Lawless confirmed that levies are reviewed on a regular basis both internally and externally by DoEHLG.

7.3.2 To approve the over expenditure for 2006 in accordance with section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001. 
The over expenditure for 2006 as presented  in accordance with section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001 was approved on the proposition of:

Councillor Nick Killian, seconded by Councillor William Carey.
7.3.3 To receive Statutory Audit Report on the Accounts of Meath County Council for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2005
7.3.4 The members noted the Statutory Audit Report on the Accounts of Meath County Council for the Financial Year ended 31st December 2005 as circulated
7.4 Corporate Services
7.4.1 To receive nominations to the Board of Directors of Meath Tourism (as per resignation notification from Councillor Jimmy Fegan.
Councillor Nick Killian was nominated to the Board of Directors of Meath Tourism on proposition of 

Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Shane Cassells.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillors Peter Higgins and Bill Carey
“To ask the County Manager when will the report on the review of speed limits in the County be published in view of the fact that the work in respect of same was carried out last year.”
The following response was circulated and noted without debate :

“The procedure we have adopted in the review of the speed limits in the County is that each Area Engineer assesses the current speed limits and reviews that speed and location.  They then submit these alterations to the local Superintendent for approval.

The current Road Traffic (Speed Limits) Bye-Laws for Co. Meath was adopted in March 2004 and pre date the metrication of speed limits.  These Bye-Laws also predate the new sped limits on the N2 Ashbourne By-Pass and M4 and the reducing of the status on the old N2, N4 and Enfield village.  It is proposed to make one new consolidating Speed Limit Bye-Law for the entire county taking into account the foregoing.  In addition the mapping of the revisions for the County will be required together with written approval to the revisions on the National Routes from the National Roads Authority.

The Area Engineers are presently undertaking the assessment and review.  This has been hindered somewhat by the increased time each Area Engineer is spending ensuring compliance with new construction regulations at road works.  The revisions have been completed in some areas and have been forwarded to Infrastructure Department.  An Engineer in the Infrastructure Department has been assigned to co-ordinate the revisions and the consolidation. It is estimated that the “Draft” consolidated Bye-Laws will be available in July 2007”.

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by the Slane Electoral Area Members

“That the Members of Meath County Council call on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to

· recognise that the staff levels in Meath County Council have not kept pace with the increasing population and the increasing level of demand for services as envisaged under Better Local Government.

· provide a mechanism for increasing the staff numbers in line with the increasing public expectations of service delivery.

The notice of motion was approved on the proposition of 
Cllr Hannigan, seconded by Cllr Holloway.    In proposing the motion CLlr Hannigan referred to the extensive growth in population within the county and that Meath Local Authorities have the lowest ratio of staff per capita.
10.0 Presentations from Other Bodies

11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

11.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

12.0 AOB
12.1 Update on cryptosporidium
In line with the earlier commitment given by the county manager the members were advised that the council is undertaking cryptosporidium risk assessment on its public drinking water supplies.   These risk assessments commenced in late 2006, following requests made by the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) to all Local Authorities to develop action plans to manage the risk of  cryptosporidium within their supply systems.  The council aims to have these risk assessments completed by the end of May 2007, following which they will be regularly reviewed.  

The members were also advised that the council is investigating installing particle counters at existing surface water treatment plants in order to check for particles of cryptosporidium oocysts, which would act as an early warning system for the potential occurrence of cryptosporidium in drinking water and that the risk assessments of the public water supplies will be reviewed on a regular basis..  
The members were assured that there are no reported cases of Cryptosporidiosis associated with public drinking water in Meath.  However the Council will continue to monitor the drinking water supply. 
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