For immediate release

Monday, 19 December, 2011 

Meath County Council announces 2012 budget of €101.5 million

2012 budget a 3% increase on previous year 
Council commits to:

· No increase in commercial rates

· No increase in water and waste water charges

· Not passing on 2% VAT increases
Meath County Council has published and approved its annual budget for 2012.

A total of €101.5 million will be invested by the Council in 2012 on essential services such as roads, housing, water, environmental and welfare services. This figure represents an increase of €3.2 million on the Council’s spend for 2011, a rise of 3.3%.
The budget, formally passed by elected members at today’s annual budget meeting, includes a commitment by the Council not to increase key charges such as commercial rates, water and waste water charges. The Council also announced that it will not pass on the 2% VAT rise recently announced by central Government, deciding to absorb the cost itself. 

Despite difficult economic conditions and budgetary constraints, the Council outlined its commitment to maintaining the current level of funding for the provision of services in the county 

Commenting after the meeting, Tom Dowling, Meath County Manager said that the 2012 budget struck the right balance between maintaining services without increasing costs. He highlighted that the Council was aware of the financial strains on all sections of the Meath community, whether businesses, families or individuals and the aim was to present a proposal to elected members that could maintain a high level of services without exacerbating financial demands on ratepayers. 

 ‘We have listened carefully to the business community and are very conscious of the challenges they currently face. Our aim was to strike a balance between adequately funding services in the county and ensuring that the local business community does not have to face increased Council charges. Just like so many people and businesses out there, 2012 is going to be a financially challenging year for Meath County Council. We are pleased to be in a position to increase our budget on last year, not least because we have managed to do this without increasing our charges, despite a cut in our funding from central Government.’ he said. 
ENDS
Note for editors:

· The allocation from central Government was reduced from €25.5 million in 2011 to €23.28 million in 2012, which represents a reduction of almost 9%.
