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Ordinary Meeting

4th February 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jennifer D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Brendan McGrath, Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry. Michael Killeen (A)
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers

Senior Planner.Wendy Moffett (A)

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney

Apologies

Suspension of Standing Orders

Standing orders were suspended on the proposal of Councillor Jenny  D’Arcy seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell to discuss proposed cutbacks in services at Our Lady’s Hospital Navan. Members agreed to write to the Minister for Health and Heath Services Executive seeking an assurance that there would be no further cutbacks in services at the hospital.

Councillor Jenny  D’Arcy praised the courage of a recent assault victim in Navan and wished him full recovery.

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 7th January 2008.
The minutes of full council meeting held on 7th January 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor William Carey seconded by Councillor Oliver Brooks.
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Meeting held on 14th January 2008.

The minutes of Special Meeting held on 14th January 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Patsy O’ Neill, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:-

3.1 Mary Mc Carthy, Environment Section on the death of her mother Mary Kate Mc Carthy, R.I.P.

3.2 Gerry Hannigan, Navan Area Officer on the death of his father James Hannigan, R.I.P.

3.3 Grainne Tuomey, Housing Section on the death of her mother Frances Tuomey, R.I.P.

The following expressions of Congratulations 
3.4 Councillor Jennifer Darcy praised the courage of a recent assault victim in Navan and wished him full recovery.
3.5 The Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian congratulated Kells Motor Cycle Club on their road safety seminar and Road Safety Officer Michael Finnegan

4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted.
4.1 Notification from Larry Whelan, Senior Executive Officer, Housing Department, in relation to Assessment of Housing Needs 2008.
4.2 Circular letter WSP 1/08 Water Services Pricing Policy Implementation in relation to Water Charges/Water Conservation for Schools.
4.3 Correspondence received from Michael Nolan, Head of Major Projects, NRA regarding the National Road Grants allocations for 2008.

In reply to members Eugene Cummins, Director of Services outlined the allocations as notified. The reduction in overall funding was due to a decrease in provision for land purchase for the M3 and N2. Overall the maintenance allocation had increased while there was a reduction in pavement improvement funding. The Roads Works Programme would be brought to the areas for discussion in February once the non national roads funding was notified. Discussions had been held with the NRA on safety at a number of junctions including Primatestown, Kilmoon and Garlow Cross

Members expressed concern at the future costs associated with the former National Primary  NI. A similar situation would occur when the N3 is reclassified as a regional road.

It was agreed that funding should be sought to repair damage to County Roads resulting from construction of the M3.
It was agreed that representatives of Infrastructure Department would attend area meetings in relation to links to the M3.

4.4 Correspondence received from EPA regarding the Provision and Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland, a report for the years 2006 – 2007

4.5 Correspondence received from Martin Vaughan, Secretary, Electoral Area Boundary Committee regarding invitation for submissions  to review local areas in

· Dublin and the cities of Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford
· Each County outside Dublin, the boroughs of Drogheda and Sligo and the towns of Bray and Dundalk.

On the proposal of Councillor Peter Higgins seconded by Councillor William Carey it was agreed to make a submission to the Commission seeking that the allocation of council seats would be carried out on a population basis nationally rather than on a County basis.
4.6 Correspondence received from the DoEHLG regarding Housing Action Plan Meeting & Social Housing Investment Programme (2008 – 2010)
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney reported as follows:

· Discussions were continuing with Cary in relation to the student exchange programme;
· It was recommended by the Committee that as many members as possible attend the LAMA conference in Trim on the 27th and 28th  March 2008;
· The committee thanked Cathaoirleach and all involved in the function to recognise past cathaoirligh;
· It was agreed to hold a further special meeting on the Eirgrid Project covering two issues at 9am on Monday 25th February:

(i) Health

(ii) Outstanding issues with Eirgrid from special meeting of  14th January 2008
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning 
The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised Councillors in relation to their obligations under Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001. In particular he advised that it was the duty of a Councillor to declare an interest whish he/she or a connected person had and having made such a declaration to withdraw from the meeting.. The Meetings Administrator quoted relevant sections (Sections 175,176 and 177) of the Act.
The following Councillors made declarations in relation to item 7.1.1 and withdrew from the meetings:

Cllr J Farrelly, Cllr W Carey, Cllr T Kelly ,Cllr P Higgins.
7.1.1 Following consideration of the Manager’s report on submissions and observations received regarding Variation No. 2 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 to resolve to make the Variation in accordance with the Manager’s Report or to resolve to make the variation other than in accordance with the Manager’s  report subject to such modifications as are considered appropriate in accordance with Section 13 (6) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000.(report to follow)
Ms Wendy Moffett, Senior Planner, made a presentation of revisions agreed at Area Committee Meetings.
Mr Liam Henry, Director of Services outlined the extensive consultation that had taken place with the Area Committees and emphasised that the annual review would allow for adjustments which may  be required as a result of the current environment in the construction industry. Some 6,000 units currently have planning permission and have yet to be constructed. He also emphasised that council housing and Brownfield sites were excluded for the provision of the variation.
In reply to members Ms Moffett advised:

· No lands had been dezoned 

· A small number of mapping errors had been included but these had now been corrected. 

· The annual review will be brought to the Council and will include a report on activity levels. There will also be continuous monitoring by the planning Dept. 

The variation was approved on the proposition of Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, (Roll call vote: 22 for, 7 absent )
	Councillor 
	Vote 

	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 
	For 

	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 
	For 

	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 
	For 

	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 
	For 

	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 
	For 

	Cllr. William Carey 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Shane Cassells 
	For 

	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 
	For 

	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 
	For 

	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 
	For 

	Cllr. John Farrelly 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 
	For 

	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 
	For 

	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 
	For 

	Cllr. Peter Higgins 
	Absent 

	Cllr. James Holloway 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Owen Holmes 
	For 

	Cllr. Tom Kelly 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Nick Killian 
	For 

	Cllr. Noel Leonard 
	For 

	Cllr. Michael Lynch 
	For 

	Cllr. James Mangan 
	For 

	Cllr. Liz McCormack 
	For 

	Cllr. Seamus Murray 
	For 

	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 
	For 

	Cllr. Joe Reilly 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 
	For 

	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 
	For 


7.1.2 To receive presentation on Variation No. 5 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013, being a proposal to zone lands at Roberstown, Ashbourne, currently zoned F1 “To provide for and improve open space for active and passive recreational amenities to A5” to provide for low density residential development in accordance with approved framework plans and individual dwelling design. The variation includes a specific local objective requiring the preparation of a master plan for the lands. 

If thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.

Councillor Joe Bonner made a declaration of interest in relation to item 7.1.2 and withdrew from the meeting

Following a presentation by Ms Wendy Moffett, Senior Planner the resolution was approved on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded Councillor Charles Bobbett.
7.2 Economic Development & Innovation
7.2.1 To update the Council on the work programme of the Economic Development & Innovation Section.
Mr Kevin Stewart, Director of Services made a presentation giving a full update on progress to date.
On the proposal of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard it was agreed to  request the Ministers for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government and Trade Industry and Employment to meet a deputation from the Council on the question of planning for industrial developments.

               Suspension of Standing Order No 5

Standing order No 5 was suspended on the proposition of Cllr Leonard seconded by Cllr McCormack to allow the meeting to continue until 6.30pm.

In the absence of the Cathaoirleach  and Leas Cathaoirleach it was agreed that Councillor William Carey would chair the remainder of the meeting on the proposal of Councillor Liz McCormack seconded by Councillor Anne Dillon Gallagher

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider the Manager’s Report in respect of Part VIII (P807/016) in accordance with the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 & 2006 to    provide a Playground at Steeplechase, Ratoath.

The Part VIII report as recommended was approved on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor Phillip Cantwell
7.3.2 To receive presentation on the Review of the Meath County Council & Knockharley Landfill Community Liaison Committee Environmental Community Projects & Works Grant Scheme and if thought fit, to adopt the scheme as recommended by the Navan Electoral Area members and the Knockharley Landfill Community Liaison Committee

Councillor James Mangan as chair of the committee outlined the work that had been undertaken and recommended the revised scheme. Richard Donagh, Assistant Engineer then outlined the detail of the scheme.

 The scheme was approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway
Suspension of Standing Order No 5

On the proposition of Cllr Leonard seconded by Cllr McCormack it was agreed to allow the meeting to continue until 7.00pm. 

7.3.3 To receive a presentation on amendments to the draft County Meath Heritage Plan 2007 – 2011 and if thought fit to adopt the plan.
Following a presentation by Ms Loreto Guinan, Heritage Officer the plan was adopted  on the proposition of Councillor Phillip Cantwell, seconded by Councillor Liz  McCormack
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Jim Holloway

“What is the current situation in relation to taking in charge housing estates in County Meath, specifically:

· The total number of housing estates, now completed within County Meath and apportioned to each electoral area, that are required to be taken in charge by this Local Authority;

· The corresponding amounts of cash deposits or bonds, similarly apportioned, that are held by Meath County Council,

· And the total number of staff assigned within each electoral area, to the task of taking these estates in charge.”

It was agreed to refer the motion to the Planning SPC on the proposal of Councillor Jim Holloway seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard
9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack
“That we the members of Meath County Council call on the Minister for the Environoment, Heritage and Local Government to apply the concessions made to primary schools to Community/Not for Profit childcare centres.”
Following a full debate the motion was unanimously adopted on the proposition of  Councillor Liz McCormack seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
9.2 Submitted by the Dunshaughlin Area Elected Members

“The Dunshaughlin Area Members request that Meath County Council commence the process of the provision of New/Extension to existing Cemeteries at the following locations:-

· Dunshaughlin ( New )

· Dunboyne ( Extension )

· Kilcloone ( Extension ).”

Mr Brendan McGrath, Director of Services advised that he would bring a report to a future Council meeting in relation to these and other locations. He noted that there was no provision in the capital or revenue budgets for such facilities. 
10.0 Presentation from Other Bodies

There were no presentations from other bodies
11.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

11.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

11.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

11.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

11.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above schedules were noted by the Council.

12.0 Any Other Business

There being no further business the meeting concluded.
NB Please ensure Mobile phones are switch off during council meeting.
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