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Ordinary Meeting

7th January 2008, Council Chamber
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell, Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jennifer D’Arcy, Ann Dillon Gallagher, John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Brendan McGrath, Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry. Michael Killeen (A)
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers

Senior Planner.Wendy Moffett (A)

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney

Apologies

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 3rd December 2007.
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 3rd December 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Jenny D’Arcy, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 30th November 2007.

The minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting held on 30th November 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Patsy O’ Neill seconded by Councillor Councillor Farrelly
1.3 Confirmation of Minutes of Preliminary Budget Meeting held on 26th November 2007
The minutes of the Preliminary Budget Meeting held .on 26th November 2007 were   

confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Bryan Reilly, seconded by Councillor     

Noel Leonard.
1.4 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 19th December 2007.

The minutes of the Special Planning Meeting held on 19th December 2007 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

In reply to Cllr Carey on the issue of water charges for schools Fiona Lawless advised that the concessions made by the DOEHLG would not materially effect the budget position. She confirmed that some €45000 was owing from schools. 
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:-

3.1 The Clusker family on the death of former Councillor Brendan Clusker. Councillors joined the Cathaoirelach in paying tribute to Mr Clusker and a minutes silence was observed.

3.2 The Cowen family on the death of Michael Cowen 
3.3 Christopher Pearle on the death of his father Christopher Pearle Senior
3.2 
A vote of congratulations was passed with Clann na nGael on their Leinster Club Championship success.

4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted.
4.1 Correspondence received from Brian Murphy, Trim Town Clerk in relation to notice of motion on Eirgrid project recently entered and adopted unanimously by the elected members of Trim Town Council.
Eugene Cummins, Director of Services advised that McLellans consultants had been retained to advise the Council at the Special Meeting on 14th January 2008 on the question of undergrounding of powerlines. They would not address the issue of health. It had been extremely difficult to source independent consultants and he would continue to seek a health expert for a later date.
Bill Sweeney, Meetings Administrator outlined the arrangements for the meeting which had been agreed at the Protocol Committee
4.2 Correspondence received from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in relation to Local Government Fund General Purpose Allocations 2008.
The Co Manager advised that the allocation of €30,297,653 was in line with the Budget projection and was a recognition of the case made by both Councillors and officials in relation to funding.

4.3       Correspondence received from An Bord Pleanála in relation to the proposed  

               increased rate of  waste acceptance at the permitted residual waste landfill at     

               Knockharley, near Kentstown,  Co.Meath.

On the proposal of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor James Mangan it was unanimously agreed that a submission should be made to An Bord Pleanala on this issue.

Councillor James Mangan raised his continuing concern in relation to the junction at Kentstown village

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator reported as follows:

1. Ongoing contact with the Town of Cary to further contacts in relation to Pen Pal scheme and Student Exchange and Art Exchange;
2. Arrangements for Special meeting discussed and agreed

3. Councillor William Carey expressed his thanks for the presentation made to him at the December meeting.

4. Councillor Michael Lynch also expressed his appreciation for the presentation made to 
        him in December.

The report was adopted on the proposal of Councillor James Mangan seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 .
.
10.0 

Presentation from Other Bodies

10.1 To receive a presentation on the Dunboyne (M3) to Navan Railway Line – Scoping 
              Study .
It was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Jimmy Fegan seconded by Councillor John V Farrelly to take this item at this point.

The following were introduced to the meeting by An Cathaoirleach:

Mr Tom Finn, Ms Fiona O’ Sullivan and Mr Alan O’Brien of Iarnrod Eireann and Mr Jim Thorpe of Rowan O’Donovan.
A detailed presentation was given on the Scoping Study on the extension of the rail line from Pace to Navan. While the project was not financially viable the study showed it to be economically viable. The project is also included in Transport 21.

The team then answered a number of questions from Councillors.

The County Manager, Tom Dowling welcomed the report with its many positive conclusions and emphasised the economic viability of the project. He thanked Mr Finn and his team for their assistance and looked forward to the project being advanced.
At this point the meeting agreed to suspend Standing Order No 5 and to continue the meeting until 7 p.m. on the proposal of Councillor Noel Leonard seconded by Councillor Liz McCormack
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney reminded Councillors of the statutory requirements in relation to Ethics and that each individual was responsible for ensuring compliance.

7.1.1 To receive the Manager’s report on submissions and observations received in respect of Variation no. 2 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) (a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.

A presentation was made by Ms Wendy Moffett, Acting Senior Planner. The County Manager, Tom Dowling advised the meeting that Table 6 was a necessary mechanism to comply with Regional Planning Guidelines. Officials are very conscious of the changed climate in construction and would ensure a balance was achieved. 
In reply to Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, Liam Henry, Director of Services, confirmed that the Council could reject the variation but cautioned that as the County Manager, Tom Dowling had advised some mechanism was needed to comply with the Regional Planning Guidelines. He also reminded members that the variation had to be decided on within six weeks of the presentation of the Manager’s Report.

The Manager’s Report was referred to each electoral area for consideration on the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor Michael Lynch

7.1.2 To receive a presentation on Meath County Councils Planning and Development Guidance Note 1 (Guidance on documentation to be submitted in support of local need applications).
Councillor Tommy Reilly introduced the document on behalf of the SPC and recommended its adoption.
Mr Michael Griffin, Senior Executive Officer made a presentation on the document emphasising that this was a non statutory guidance and the submission of the material outlined would strengthen an application.

The meeting agreed on the proposal of Councillor John Farrelly seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard to defer a decision to the Special meeting on January 14th 2008

7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 “If thought fit to resolve to adopt the following two recommendations from Infrastructural Development SPC

1. That no general policy should apply to the design of Traffic Calming Schemes and

2. That each individual perceived issue should be designed with the specific issue and outcome in mind based on the Traffic Management Guidelines.”
Councillor Shane Cassells introduced the recommendations on behalf of the Infrastructural SPC and recommended their adoption. 

Councillor Tommy Reilly raised the issue of lighting and safety at Garlow Cross following a fatality there before Christmas.

The recommendations were adopted on the proposal of Councillor Shane Cassells seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.

7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To approve the raising of a loan of €4,500, 000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the purchase of 18.266 acres of lands of which 8 acres are zoned residential at Bunboggan, Athboy. 
Councillor Liz McCormack  raised a number of issues in relation to Council land in Athboy
Brendan McGrath, Director of Services clarified that the resolution was to raise a loan to fund the purchase of the land which would be a valuable asset for future integrated  housing  in Athboy. He undertook to meet with Councillor Liz McCormack on the issues raised.
The resolution was unanimously approved on the proposition of Councillor John V. Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins.
7.3.2 To receive results of the Community Smoke Alarms Scheme 2007 as funded by the Department of Environment Heritage Local Government.

Allocations as circulated were noted by the meeting

7.3.3 To receive results of the People in Community Awards 2007.

Members complimented all involved and noted the awards

7.3.4 To receive  Meath Care Portal computer recipients  

Allocations as circulated were noted by the meeting

8.0 Notice of Question

There were no notices of question
9.0 Notices of Motion

There were no notices of motion
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

The above schedules were noted by the Council.
11.0 Any Other Business

There were no issues raised.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed:





             An Cathaoirleach

Date:
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