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 Ordinary Meeting

9th June 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Jimmy Cudden,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen (A). 
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Apologies: Councillors Eugene Cassidy, Jenny D’Arcy, Tommy Reilly.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 12th May 2008.
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 12th May 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard, seconded by Councillor William Carey.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

No matters arising.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:

3.1 Mr Tom Dowling, County Manager on the death of his mother Mrs Elizabeth Dowling, RIP.


3.2 Ms Una Wallace, Library Headquarters, on the death of her mother Mrs Kathleen Casserley, RIP.
3.3 Congratulations were extended to the recently launched initiative ‘County Meath Good Morning’ in Oldcastle.
4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted.
4.1 Correspondence received from Seosamh Ó Braonáin, Chairman of An Coimisún Logainmneacha (the Placenames’ Commission),  
4.2 Correspondence received from Eirgrid in relation to the review the process of route selection.

On the proposal of Cllr Fitzgerald seconded by Cllr Cassidy it was agreed to invite representatives of North East Pylon Pressure to address a future meeting of the Council

4.3 Correspondence received from Ms Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines Officer in relation to the review of the Greater Dublin Area Retail Strategy – Draft Public Consultation. 
This item was taken as Item 7-1-3 under the Planning 

4.4 Briefing document on Play Policy for County Meath.

4.5 Correspondence received from John Henry, CEO, 2030 Vision for Greater Dublin Transport.
4.6 Regional Health Forum – Dublin North East Annual Report 2007

4.7 Correspondence received from IPA in relation to a Regional Seminar on the Green Paper Stronger Local Democracy – Options for Change.
It was suggested that a request should be made to IPA to arrange such seminars in the evening as this would enable more people to attend.

5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney presented the report from the Protocol Meeting:

5.1 Recommendation  to name footbridge across the river Nanny the Jimmy Tully Bridge in accordance with motion submitted by Slane Area Committee 
5.2 TV recording of council Meetings
Province V TV is interested in recording the Council meetings and is seeking to make a presentation to the Council on this process. Recommendation that representatives of the protocol committee would explore further.
Report agreed on the proposal of Cllr Cudden seconded by Cllr Carey

6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 .
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development
7.1.1 To consider and if thought fit to grant Planning Permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 - 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference SA 70455 by Doyle Developments Ltd, Drogheda United Football Club, John J Farrelly, Brian Farrelly, Eoghan Farrelly, Neemats Ltd at Bryanstown and Beymore, Drogheda, Co Meath for a development as follows:
· 10,068 seater football stadium (including associated club 
hospitality and ancillary facilities) with a building footprint of 1.981 ha and an external façade height of 11m above ground level and 4 no lighting columns of c35m (AGL) 
· Three storey leisure centre with a floor area of 3,390 sqm and a 
                height of 14.8m (AGL) 
· Three storey (with mezzanine levels) multi plex cinema with 12  

                screens, with a floor area of 4,351.98 sqm and a height of 22.5 m  

                AGL

· A single storey retail warehouse park that consists of 10 no retail 
               warehouse units, with a total floor area  of 16,285 sqm and a height

                of 14.19m AGL

· A single storey motor service station comprising of  4 no sets of   

               fuel pumps, a canopy with an area of 344 sqm and a height of 6m,   

               ancillary retail unit with a floor area of 214sqm and a height of           

               4.5m (AGL), A 47.5 sqm floor area car wash facility with a height  

               of 4.5m AGL, a 7m high totem sign, air compressor, water supply 
               and vacuum cleaner.

·              Single storey fast food restaurant with “Drive thru”, with a floor   

               area of 302.4 sqm and a height of 5.5m (AGL).

· The phased construction of a link road from the M1 motorway at the R152 interchange to the R132 regional road c 50m north of the Beymore road and the R132 intersection with a length of 4.2 km and a total width of 19m including a single lane carriageway, 2 no grass verges, 2 no cycle lanes, 2 no footpaths and a number of culverts

· The phased construction of a modular temporary wastewater 
                treatment plant on a site of 1 ha with maximum height of 3 m AGL

· Ancillary development including the construction of internal roads, 
               surface car parking (174 spaces), a basement level car park (1,095  

               spaces), refuse building with floor area of 41sqm and a height of 
               3.1 m AGL, a storage building with a floor area of 58.47 sqm and a  

               height of 3.1 m, landscape works, earthworks and all ancillary 
              development works and services including 2 no ESB substations, 
              water supply infrastructure and surface water drainage system.

An Environmental Impact Statement and a Retail Impact Assessment accompany this application. Significant further information and revised plans have been furnished to the Planning Authority.

The proposed development would materially contravene the following   policy of the Meath County Development Plan 2007-2013:

Policy ED POL 20 “To permit development proposals for industrial or business enterprises in the countryside only where, the proposed use has locational requirements that can only be accommodated in a rural location and this has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority, the resultant development is of a size and scale which remains appropriate and which does not negatively impact on the character and amenity of the surrounding area; and the proposal demonstrates that it has taken into account traffic, public health, environmental and amenity considerations and is in accordance with the policies, requirements and guidance contained in this plan. In all instances, it should be demonstrated that the proposal would not generate traffic of a type and amount inappropriate for the character of the access roads or would require improvements which would affect the character of these roads.”
Following a full discussion Material Contravention of Meath County Council Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference SA 70455 was approved on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Jimmy Cudden (Roll call vote: 25 for, 4 Absent)
	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	For 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	For 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	For 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	For 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	For 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	For 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Owen Holmes 

	For 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	For 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	For 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	For 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	For 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	For 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	Absent 



	


7.1.2  To consider and if thought fit to grant Planning Permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 - 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference DA 70719 by Robin Rennicks for the development of land at Balgree, Kilbride, Co. Meath which seeks to construct Phase 1 of a Business Park and associated facilities and works with a total gross floor area of 21,598.5sq.m on a site of 10.524 hectares (26 acres) comprising of the following-

1. 3 No. warehouses (Unit 1 has a gross area of 5,139 sq. m (3,535 sq. m. warehouse, 1,604 sq. m. offices) with a height of 12.8m to parapet, Unit 2 has a gross area of 3,164sq.m. (2,126 sq. m. warehouse, 1,038 sq. m. offices) with a height of 12.8m to parapet and Unit 3 has a gross area of 4,527 sq. m. (3,151 sq. m. warehouse, 1,260 sq. m. offices) with a height of 12.9 m to top of roof line and 2 No. Enterprise Incubator Buildings incorporating 9 No. Units each (Building A having a gross area of 4111sq. m and a parapet height of 7.5m and containing Units A 665 sq. m, B 321 sq. m, C 417sq. m, D 402 sq. m, E 394 sq. m, F 394 sq. m, G 399 sq. m, H 316 sq. m, I 771 sq. m, Building B having a gross area 4602 sq. m and a parapet height 7.5m containing Units J 769 sq. m, K 312 sq. m, L 312 sq. m, M 456 sq. m, N 465 sq. m, O 474 sq. m, P 482 sq. m, Q 485 sq. m, and R 813 sq. m respectively) 

2. Construction of vehicle access to the public road on the eastern boundary of the site including alterations to the public road necessary to facilitate access. 

3. Provision of 563 no. car parking spaces; 

4. Construction of enclosed area housing water storage tank and underground water pumping station;

5. Site development works including internal circulation roads, pedestrian footpaths, cycle ways, water supply and foul sewage provision, surface water drainage including 2 No. attenuation ponds, 6. No. positions for site signage at the entrance of the development and at each building, 1 No. ESB substation and all associated infrastructure and landscaping works required to facilitate the development. Indicative information is provided for the future development of Ware house Unit 1 in a later phase.

Significant Further Information / Revised Plans in relation to the application have been furnished to the Planning Authority. 

The development would contravene materially the following objectives of the Meath County Development Plan 2007-2013:

i)
Policy ED POL 20 Page 94 of Vol 1 of the CDP which seeks:

“To permit development proposals for industrial or business enterprises in the countryside only where, the proposed use has locational requirements that can only be accommodated in a rural location and this has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority, the resultant development is of a size and scale which remains appropriate and which does not negatively impact on the character and amenity of the surrounding area; and the proposal demonstrates that it has taken into account traffic, public health, environmental and amenity considerations and is in accordance with the policies, requirements and guidance contained in this plan. In all instances, it should be demonstrated that the proposal would not generate traffic of a type and amount inappropriate for the character of the access roads or would require improvements which would affect the character of these roads.” 

ii) Objective SS OBJ 6

“To prepare a Local Area Plan within 2 years of the adoption of the County Development Plan for Kilbride (Dunshaughlin Area). The preparation of such a Local Area Plan would include land use zoning objectives including employment generating uses and would seek to address issues such as the protection of the rural character of the village, local need / affordability and infrastructural deficits.”
Following a full discussion material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 -2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference DA 70719 was approved on the proposition of Councillor Noel Leonard seconded by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald (roll call vote: 25 for, 4 absent) 
	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	For 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	For 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	For 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	For 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	For 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	For 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Owen Holmes 

	For 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	For 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	For 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	For 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	For 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	For 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	Absent 



	


7.1.3 Correspondence received from Ms Deirdre Scully, Regional Planning Guidelines Officer in relation to the review of the Greater Dublin Area Retail Strategy – Draft Public Consultation. 

Following a presentation by the Planning Officials there was a detailed discussion on the proposal. A number of Councillors expressed concern regarding the ‘Levels’ assigned to the individual towns in Co.Meath. Particular reference was made regarding the status assigned to Ashbourne. It was felt that, given the population growth and subsequent retail development in the town, it should be given Level 2 status.

Clarification was sought on the definition of the Laytown area and it was strongly suggested that it should be referred to as Laytown/Bettystown.

The issue of Navan’s potential as the primary retail town was also discussed particularly in the context of leakage to Blanchardstown..
Agreed on the proposal of Cllr Carey seconded by Cllr Fegan that Planning Dept would make a submission including the views of the Council.
7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider Taking in Charge of “Supple Hall & Supple Park” Housing estate, Dunshaughlin, as recommended by the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area members at their May meeting.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor John V. Farrelly.
7.2.2 To consider  and if thought fit to resolve to make an order extinguishing the public right of way on portion of Old R160 Longwood Road, Trim, Co. Meath  in accordance with  section 73 subsection (2) (a) of the Roads Act 1993.

This item was adjourned to the July full council meeting with the agreement of the meeting.
7.3 Housing, Social Community & Cultural


7.3.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for St Kineth’s Church, Ballivor.
The report and recommendation was noted by the Council  on the proposition of Councillor John V. Farrelly, seconded by Councillor William Carey.
7.3.2 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for construction of rural cottage at Trohanny, Tierworker.

The report and recommendation was noted by the Council on the proposition of Councillor John V. Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Anne Dillon Gallagher.
8.0 Notice of Question

8.1 Submitted by Councillor Seamus Murray

“To ask the County Manager and the Director of Services to update members on the progress to date in relation to public lights allocated, paid for and contracts signed with ESB Networks with particular reference to public lights agreed by members over five years ago for Coolronan, Jordanstown Church and Kinnegad Road, Ballivor
This item was adjourned to the July full council meeting with the agreement of the Council
              Notices of Motion

8.2 Submitted by Councillor Jimmy Fegan
“The Members of Meath County Council request the County Manager to bring to the Council a proposal to introduce a special table of planning contributions payable by successful planning applicants that avail of exemptions under the Licensing Acts and fast food outlets specifically to provide a fund for the provision of cctv monitoring. 
Proposed by Councillor Jimmy Fegan, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack


The following response was circulated and noted by the members and on the proposal of Cllr Fegan seconded by Cllr Mangan it was agreed to refer to the Planning & Economic Development Strategic Policy Committee for consideration  the review of the Development Contribution Scheme.
The Planning Department has examined the various mechanisms available to it under the Development Management and Development Contribution sections of the Planning & Development Acts.

Sections 48 & 49 of the Planning & Development Acts provide for the adoption of schemes to facilitate the provision of “ public infrastructure and facilities “.

The type of services which can be classified as “public Infrastructure “ include “ The provision of open spaces , recreational and community facilities and amenities and landscaping works “

While the act does not specifically provide for the provision of CCTV systems in town centre locations to combat anti Social Behaviour, it could be argued that the provisions of certain amenities such as parks and playgrounds may include ancillary security infrastructure.

I respectfully submit that this matter requires further examination in the context of a new Development Contribution Scheme and the Executive will be happy to assess this proposal during that process.

In that regard arrangements have been made to initiate the preparation of a new  Development Contribution Scheme and a steering committee consisting of members of the  Finance, Infrastructure, Planning and Community & Enterprise sections  has been constituted to advance that process.

It is recommended that this proposal and other matters relevant to the preparation of a replacement Development Contribution Scheme be referred to the Planning & Economic Development SPC for consideration.

8.3 Submitted by Councillor Michael Lynch

“That the planning enforcement department of Meath County Council as a matter of urgency, pursue necessary proceedings to ensure that schedule of conditions as outlined by An Bord Pleanala with reference PL Ref 17.092394 and P.A. Ref 93/831, are now put into effect. Appeal by Moylagh Env. Residents Association , in regard to re- instatement of sand and gravel pit  at Moylagh, Oldcastle by MS.J.J.Flood & Sons.Notified to Meath County Council on 9th December 1994.”

Proposed by Councillor Michael Lynch, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.


The following response was circulated and noted by the members.


I refer to the Planning Authorities previous replies to the Notice of Question and Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr Lynch at the March and April 2008 meetings.

Meath County Council as a Planning Authority is duty bound to have regard to the time constrains for initiation of enforcement and consequent legal actions under the Planning & Development Acts.

Although an Enforcement notice was issued in 1996 it is not now open to the Planning Authority to initiate further enforcement or legal action in this regard.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Lynch seconded by Cllr Mangan to refer the matter to Environment Section fro further investigation

9.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

9.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

9.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

9.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

9.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Managers Orders were noted by the Council

10.0 Any Other Business
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