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Ordinary Meeting

12th May 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Nick Killian, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jennifer D’Arcy, Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Liz McCormack, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.

Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service:  Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry. Michael Killeen 
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Martin Rogers, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Apologies: Councillor William Carey.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 7th April 2008.

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 7th April 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Boshell, seconded by Councillor Bobbett.
1.2 Confirmation of Minutes of Special Planning Meeting held on 28th April 2008
The minutes of the Special Planning Meeting held on 28th April 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Oliver Brooks, seconded by Councillor James Mangan.

2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:-

3.1 Family of Deputy Mayor of  Navan, Councillor Andy Brennan RIP.

3.2 Michelle Whelan, Tourism Development Officer on the death of her mother 
        Catherine (Kitty) Whelan, RIP.

3.3 Richard Mannering, Dunshaughlin Area Office on the death of his mother 
        Loretta (Laura) Mannering RIP.
3.4        Family of  Roibeard O’ Ceallaigh, former County Manager. The meeting was 

                     adjourned as a mark of respect to the former County Manager
Congratulations

3.5                Damian McGrane on his victory in the China Open

3.6                All those who took part in the Meath Litter League

3.7               The Ledwidge Festival Committee

4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted.
4.1 Invitation received from the Commission on Taxation to make a submission.

Correspondence noted and agreed that representatives bodies were the most appropriate mechanism for the making of submissions

4.2 Letter from Mr John Gormley, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in relation to water services charges applicable to community child care facilities.

4.3 Acknowledgement letter from Mr John Gormely, T.D., Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in relation to Construction of a Biomass Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Plant at Nobber, Co. Meath.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Cassidy seconded by Cllr Farrelly to write to the Minister seeking clarification on government policy on the number of incinerators considered necessary in the Country.

4.4 Summary report from the Joint Committee on the Environment, Heritage and Local Government on the future of the Electoral Register in Ireland and related matters.
4.5 Green Paper on Local Government titled  “Stronger Local Democracy – Option for Change.”

Agreed on the [proposal of Cllr Fegan seconded by Cllr D’Arcy to hold a special meeting to consider the Green Paper within 3 weeks

4.6 Circular letter LG (P) 05/08 in relation to Disability Services Funding.

4.7 Circular letter LG 05/08 in relation to Indecon Report on Review and Strengthening/Developing the County/City Development Boards.

4.8 Dublin Transport Authority Bill 2008

4.9 Circular letter N6-08 Social Housing Allocations for 2008

4.10 Circular letter LG 03-08 Audit of Community, Sports and Arts Facilities

It was agreed on the proposition of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald seconded by Councillor Michael Lynch to write to An Taoiseach, An Tanaiste and the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government to express concern at the opposition of An Taisce to developments that would create employment particularly in Meath.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney presented the report to from the Protocol Meeting:

· Proposed to seek the consent of the Office of Public Works to hold a meeting of the full council at the Battle of the Boyne Interpretative Centre
· Nomination of Damian McGrane for the People of the Year Award
· Acknowledge and support the Meath Association of London Jubilee Dinner in Athboy on June 21
The report was agreed and approved on the proposal of Councillor Cudden, seconded by Councillor Mangan
6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To consider putting in place an agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 between Meath County Council and Kells Town Council in respect of the development of lands in Kells Town, bounded by the N3 (Navan/Dublin Road), Kenlis Place, Farrell Street, Bective Street, Athboy Road and the Rockfield/Cookstown Road.
The said lands are known as “the Backlands” and are subject to an adopted Local Area Plan, the provisions of which have been incorporated into the Kells Development Plan 2007 -2013. The said agreement shall be as set out in the draft appended hereto and relates to the provision of all necessary and key infrastructure to service the area, which includes, among other infrastructure, roads, water supply, wastewater services, flood relief works.
The said lands are located partly within the functional jurisdiction of Meath County Council and partly within the functional jurisdiction of Kells Town Council.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor John V. Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Bryan Reilly.
7.1.2 To receive a presentation on Proposed Variation No. 6 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013. The proposed variation relates to Chapter 6, Volume one of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 - 2013 which outlines policies and objectives in respect of Rural Development. This Variation relates specifically to Section 6.7.3.1 “Persons who are an Intrinsic Part of the Rural Community” and if thought fit to resolve to place this variation on public display in accordance with Section 13 of the Planning & Development Act 2000. 
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Michael Gallagher, seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray.

7.1.3 To resolve to agree in accordance with Section 9 (3) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 to the proposal by Navan Town Council to make a single development plan for the Navan Town Council functional area and the environs of Navan, within the functional area of Meath County Council.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.

7.1.4 To resolve to enter into an agreement with Navan Town Council under Section 9 (3) (b) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 whereby Meath County Council will carry out all administrative functions associated with the preparation of the Navan Development Plan including the preparation of all statements, reports, plans, maps, statutory notices and any other documents required for this purpose.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.

7.1.5 To resolve in accordance with the provisions of Section 11 (4) (c ) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 that the Navan Area Committee shall be the committee authorised by the Council to receive the Manager’s Report (as required under S.11 (4) (a) of the Act) in relation to the Draft Development Plan for Navan.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Jim Holloway, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.

7.1.6 Having received the Manager’s Report on submissions and observations received regarding Variation No. 5 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) of the Planning  & Development Act 2000 and having considered the Manager’s Report to resolve to make the Variation in accordance with the Manager’s Report or to resolve to make the Variation other than in accordance with the Manager’s Report subject to such modifications as are considered appropriate in accordance with Section 13 (6) (a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000
At the commencement of this item the Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney advised members of their responsibilities under Part 15 of the Local Government Act 2001 and the following made declarations 
1. Councillor Nick Killian – member of the Board of Management of Ashbourne Community College. Director of a company established by the College to develop recreational facilities

2. Councillor Charles Bobbett– member of the Board of Management of Ashbourne Community College

3. Councillor Joe Bonner – Director of ADCC Ltd.

All 3 Councillors withdrew from the meeting. The Leas Cathaoirleach assumed the chair following Councillor Killian’s declaration.
Following a full discussion  Variation no. 5 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 -2013 was approved on the proposition of Councillor Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Dillon Gallagher (Roll call vote: 11 for , 8 Against, 1 abstained, 9 absent)

	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	No 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	No 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	For 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	No 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	No 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	For 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	For 


	Cllr. Owen Holmes 

	Abstained 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	No 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	No 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	No 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	No 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	Absent 



	


 
7.1.7 To receive the members views on a draft “Taking in Charge Policy” for residential estates. 
Agreed to refer to Planning SPC on the proposal of Councillor Tommy Reilly, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway.
7.2 Infrastructure
7.2.1 To consider and if thought fit adopt proposed Traffic Calming Measures (Double Yellow Lines) on the Ratoath Inner Relief Road in accordance with Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard
7.2.2 To consider the Manager’s Report in accordance with Part VIII – (Ref: P8 07/018) of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to put Traffic Safety measures in place to facilitate the opening of the Ratoath Inner Relief Road between R155 (Fairyhouse Road) and the R125 at Ballybin/Jamestown as a through road.  (as agreed with amendments by the Dunshaughlin Electoral Area members on the 14th April 2008.)
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Charles Bobbett, seconded by Councillor Brian Fitzgerald
7.2.3 To consider the Manager’s Report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to construct works in connection with East Meath, South Louth and Drogheda WIS, Kiltrough Augmentation Scheme – Stage 1.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Eoin Holmes
7.2.4 To receive presentation on Road Safety

This item was deferred and agreed with the Council to present at Area Committees proposed by Councillor Seamus Murray seconded by Councillor Patsy O’Neill.
7.3 Housing, Social, Community & Cultural

7.3.1 To consider recommendations for the Bi-Annual Arts Grant Phase I 2008
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Liz McCormack, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy
7.3.2 To consider recommendations for the Schools Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme 2008.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.
7.4 Finance


7.4.1 To approve the raising of  a loan from the Housing Finance Agency for  €2.7 million for the purpose of funding land holding in Dunshaughlin, Dunsany, & Drumree which will be used for future Social & Affordable Housing Projects. (this is an amendment to the resolution passed on 5th November 2007)
Approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor John Farrelly.
7.4.2 To approve the raising of a loan from the Housing Finance Agency for €20million for the purpose of progressing the Housing Construction Programme 2008/2009.

Approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councilor Seamus Murray.
7.5 Corporate Services

7.5.1 To agree by resolution the date of the 2008 Annual Meeting.
It was agreed on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard that the 2008 Annual Meeting to be held on the 7th July 2008 at 2 p.m. in the Council Chamber.
8.0 Notice of Question

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Jimmy Cudden

“That this Council carry out a study to identify a suitable route for a bypass of the village of Duleek and make a submission to the Dept of Transport for funding under the specific improvement grant scheme.” (as previously discussed at the Slane electoral area.)

The Council noted a verbal response by Eugene Cummins, Director of Services. advising that a preliminary report would be commissioned from consultants.

9.2 Submitted by the Protocol Committee of Meath County Council

“That the position of EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson in the WTO negotiations represents a grave and unacceptable threat to Irish farming, the food industry and employment in the Irish economy; we call on the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Taoiseach to assert Ireland’s vital national interest at the highest level in Europe by rejecting Mandelson’s concessions.”

Approved unanimously on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Oliver Brooks.
9.3 Submitted by the Meath County Council Fianna Fáil Group elected members
“That this Council recognises that in adopting the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty the best economic and social interests of Ireland and the EU will be served.

Acknowledging the benefits accruing from 35 years of EU membership, and accepting the need to reform a structure originally designed for six member states, this Council supports the content and provisions of the Treaty.

In creating an EU that is more effective and efficient, this Council supports the view that the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty will enable the EU to speak with greater clarity and a louder voice on the international stage in combating climate change, international terrorism and cross border crime.

We move that this Council should resolve to support the adoption of the EU Lisbon Reform Treaty.”

Adopted on the proposal of Councillor Seamus Murray seconded by Councillor Jimmy Fegan.
9.4 Submitted by Councillor Jimmy Fegan

“That Meath County Council shall require that all planning applicants for new disco’s, night clubs and late night entertainment venues will, on approval, by way of a planning condition be required to install c.c.t.v. monitoring facilities outside such  premises, and that this Local Authority also will resolve to contact the District Courts within this Local Authority area, requesting that Presiding Judges give consideration to including the same provision requirement at the time when such existing licence holders are having their licences renewed through the Courts.”
Proposed by Councillor Jimmy Fegan, seconded by Councillor Liz Mc Cormack.
Liam Henry, Director of Services Planning, advised that there could be legal difficulties for the Council on the implementation of the motion. Councillor Jimmy Fegan withdrew the motion with the agreement of the Council.
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

10.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Managers Orders were noted by the Council
This concluded the business of the meeting.     
CS_08 June_Item1-1_Mins_12-05-2008.doc
Page 3 of 8
Meath County Council, County Hall, Railway Street, Navan, County  Meath

Telephone: 046 9097000, Fax: 046 9097001, web: www.meath.ie, Email info@meathcoco.ie

