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Ordinary Meeting

3rd November 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Peter Higgins, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen, Brendan |McGrath
Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Senior Planners: Pat Gallagher, Wendy Bagnall (A)

Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

Administrative Officer: Olive Falsey

Apologies:

Councillors Michael Gallagher, Eoin Holmes

Councillor Nick Killian requested suspension of Standing Orders, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard, to highlight the refusal of An Bord Pleanála for the development of a Garden Centre off the City North Roundabout. It was felt that such objections by the NRA are hindering development in Co. Meath. It was agreed that a delegation should meet with the Minister to address this issue.

It was agreed that the delegation would comprise: An Cathaoirleach, An Leas Cathaoirleach, and the Chairs of the area Committees.

Proposed by Councillor Anne Dillon –Gallagher and seconded by Councillor Tom Kelly.
Councillor Brian Fitzgerald was critical of the comments of Eugene Cummins, Director of Services, Infrastructure at a recent SPC meeting. Mr Cummins responded and highlighted the actions of Councillor Brian Fitzgerald and two other Councillors, which has exposed the Council to additional cost in the acquisition of land in the Kilcock area. 

Following a request from Councillor Brian Fitzgerald, Mr Eugene Cummins, Director of Services circulated, for information, a letter dated 22nd September 2008 from Councillor Brian Fitzgerald to Mr. Michael Mulligan.
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 6th October 2008.

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 6th October 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor John Farrelly, seconded by Councillor Jenny Darcy
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to :

3.1 Aidan Gaynor, M3 Site Office, on the death of his mother Mrs Teresa Gaynor, RIP


3.2 Barbara Scally, Dunshaughlin Library, on the death of her father Noel Scally, RIP

Congratulations to:

3.3 Mary Nally of the Third Age Centre on her recent Award.

3.4 Winners at the Pride of Place Awards and Estate Awards

3.5 Sean Boylan on his success with Irish Team in Australia 

4.0 Correspondence
The following correspondence were noted by the members.
4.1 Correspondence received from Finian Matthews, National Monuments Service, DoEHLG in relation to Rath Maeve Henge/Embanked Enclosure at Belpere and Odder Townlands, Co. Meath (ME037-008).

4.2 Circular HPS 13/2008 in relation to  Home Choice Loan

4.3 Correspondence received from Michael Walsh, Dept of Justice, Equality & Law Reform in relation to Regulating Gaming in Ireland – Report of the Casino Committee.
4.4 Circular letter F24/08 Register of Electors 2009/2010 Awareness Campaign – It was agreed that the Citizen Advice Centres would be used for the distribution of literature where possible
5.0 E.U. Correspondence


5.1 EU News Bulletin – September 2008
6.0 Report from Protocol Committee

The Meetings Administrator, Bill Sweeney gave the following report which was adopted on the proposal of Councillor Bryan Reilly,  seconded by Councillor Patsey O’Neill
6.1 Roundabouts
6.2 Joint Policing Committees
7.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
8.0 Other Statutory Business

8.1 Planning and Economic Development

8.1.1 To receive the Manager’s report on submissions and observations received regarding Variation No. 7 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 in accordance with Section 13 (4) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and having considered the Manager’s Report to resolve to make the variation in accordance with the Manager’s report or to resolve to make the variation other than in accordance with the Manager’s report subject to such modifications as are considered appropriate in accordance with Section 13 (6)(a) of the Planning & Development Act 2000.
The Variation No. 7 of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 – 2013 was approved on the proposition of Councillor Nick Killian, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard and adopted on the following roll call vote:
	Councillor 

	Vote 


	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 

	For 


	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 

	For 


	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 

	For 


	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 

	For 


	Cllr. William Carey 

	For 


	Cllr. Shane Cassells 

	For 


	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 

	For 


	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 

	For 


	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 

	For 


	Cllr. John Farrelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 

	For 


	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Peter Higgins 

	For 


	Cllr. James Holloway 

	For 


	Cllr. Eoin Holmes 

	Absent 


	Cllr. Tom Kelly 

	For 


	Cllr. Nick Killian 

	For 


	Cllr. Noel Leonard 

	For 


	Cllr. Michael Lynch 

	Absent 


	Cllr. James Mangan 

	For 


	Cllr. Liz McCormack 

	For 


	Cllr. Seamus Murray 

	For 


	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 

	For 


	Cllr. Joe Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 

	For 


	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 

	For 



	


8.1.2 To receive the Manager’s report in respect of submissions and observations received as a result of the display of the Draft Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda in accordance with Section 20(3) (c ) (i) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.
Following the display of the Draft LAP, 41 submissions were received. The Manager’s report was presented to the Council and the Council was advised that  has six weeks i.e. 3rd. November – 15th. December, to consider the report.

On the proposal of Cllr Dillon Gallagher seconded by Cllr Kelly it was decided to refer the report to the Slane Area Committee and defer the matter to the December meeting.
8.2 Infrastructure

8.2.1 To consider report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 – 2007 in respect of the Bus Lay Bys and Pedestrian Crossings and all associated works on the Forfas Road, Johnstown, Navan, Co. Meath. 
The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Jenny D’Arcy.
8.3 Environment

8.3.1 To consider, and if thought fit, to adopt the County of Meath (Presentation and Collection of Household Waste and Commercial Waste) Bye-Laws, 2008, made in accordance with Section 35 of the Waste Management Act, 1996 and Part 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the amendments set out in report of Brendan Mc Grath, Director of Services of the 24th October 2008.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor William Carey, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
8.3.2 To receive update report on Waste Management issues in County Meath.
Brendan McGrath, Director of Services, Environment made a presentation to the Council and highlighted the following information on Basketstown Landfill and Greenstar, Knockharley
Basketstown Landfill:
· 12.5 hectare site (30.9 acres)

· 11.5 hectare (28.4 acres) waste infill area

· Phase 1 = 6 ha (14.8 acres)

· Phase 2 = 5.5ha (13.6 acres)

· Operation commenced 1980’s

· Waste licence issued 1st April 1999

· Closed to waste acceptance 22nd Dec ‘01.

· Review licence issued 22nd April ‘04

Greenstar, Knockharley:
The current position that the Licence currently permits 132,000 tonnes per year until end of 2010. After this date, licence permits 88,000 tonnes per annum (to reflect diversion of waste from landfill)

Under a new proposal, Greenstar is currently preparing a planning application deemed to be covered by Strategic Infrastructural Guidelines for 400,000 tonnes per year. Application has yet to be made to An Bord Pleanála.
Information was also given on a number of illegal landfills in the County. The Meetings’ Administrator Bill  Sweeney, advised the Members that High Court proceedings have been issued in a number of cases and a possibility of criminal proceedings
It was agreed to ask the EPA to provide responses on issues raised by Members re the management of waste at Basketstown, and Knockharley. 
8.4 Housing, Social Community & Cultural

8.4.1 To receive results from the Pride of Place Awards 2008
Circulated and noted by the Council
8.4.2 To receive presentation on the draft Meath Local Authorities Play Policy and to consider and if thought fit to adopt.
The Meath Local Authorities Play Policy  was approved on the proposition of Councillor James Mangan, seconded by Councillor Noel Leonard.
8.4.3 To consider the raising of a loan of €51.2millon from the Housing Finance Agency to fund the acquisition of Social and Affordable Houses secured under the Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended.

Agreed on the proposal of Cllr Leonard seconded by Cllr Darcy
8.4.4 Reminder of Special Housing meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th November at 10.00am

8.5 Corporate Services
8.5.1 To appoint representatives to the Joint Policing Committee for County Meath in accordance with circular LG10.08
The meetings Administrator advised the meeting of the guidelines as issued. It was agreed to refer the matter to each area committee to nominate two representatives and to nominate the remaining four at the December meeting
Agreed on the proposal of Cllr Mangan seconded by Cllr Carey
Standing Order No 5 was suspended on the proposal of Cllr Carey seconded by Cllr Leonard to allow the meeting to continue until 6.45 pm

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Phillip Cantwell – (deferred from the October meeting)


“Tipperary North Riding County Council are presently covering/overlaying the 147 acre Silvermines tailings pond with a permanent covering to a high specification to stop what has become a 20 year environment pollution of the area, with risk to human health and animal health from the dust blows from the disused tailings ponds, vent shafts and mine workings. This is a unique opportunity for the Navan Area Members and Members of the Monitoring Committee, our County Manager and Officials to visit the area and speak to the Local Authority  County Manager and his Engineering Staff, also County Councillors and Members of the Local Action Group, to learn from their experiences at getting what may well become the benchmark for other closed mines in Ireland to copy and for Tara Mines to replicate in a few years time so as to avoid an even greater pollution problem (Tara’s tailings pond is 5 times the size of Silvermines and in close proximity to a much larger population) for Elected Members of Meath County Council,  County Manager, Navan Town Council, Council Officials and thousands of members of the public in Navan and the surrounding areas.”
The County Manager, Tom Dowling  responded as follows:
Tara Mines underground works Milling plants and Tailing Management Facility are subject to regulation under planning and environmental controls and also requires licensing from the Department of Communications Energy and Natural resources.

Meath County Council has been advised by the Environmental Protection  Agency that the Navan mines  Closure and Aftercare plan is due for review and update in accordance with the terms of the its IPPC Licence . That review is due to be completed by the end of 2008 and will be submitted to the EPA .

Meath County Council will be consulted by the EPA in that regard. 

The IPPC licence also places stringent controls on the operational phase of the mine and we are advised by the EPA that updated proposals in accordance with the Environmental Liabilities Directive will be required of the mine operator for its day to day operations.

The Planning Authority must have due regard to the expertise of the  EPA in the area of environmental  controls and undertakes to work hand in hand with the Agency to ensure best practice .

This response was accepted on the  proposal of Councillor Willie Carey and seconded by Councillor Seamus Murray. Councillor Philip Cantwell dissented.
9.2 Submitted by Councillor Phillip Cantwell

“Meath County Council request the NRA to inter with respect, all skeletal remains in the cemetery nearest to the location of their finding during excavations for the M3 Motorway.”

It was agreed to note the motion and to erect a plaque to the memory of those whose skeletal remains were found in the area. Proposed by Councillor Philip Cantwell and seconded by Councillor Joe Bonner.
10.0 Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

10.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Manager’s orders were noted by the members
This concluded the business of the meeting.    
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