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Ordinary Meeting

6th October 2008, Council Chamber

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Liz Mc Cormack, presided.

Members Present:

Councillors Charles Bobbett, Joseph Bonner, Patrick Boshell,  Oliver Brooks, Phillip Cantwell, William Carey, Shane Cassells, Eugene Cassidy, Jimmy Cudden, Jenny D’Arcy,  Anne Dillon-Gallagher,  John V Farrelly, Jimmy Fegan, Brian Fitzgerald, Michael Gallagher, Peter Higgins, Eoin Holmes, Jim Holloway, Tom Kelly, Nick Killian, Noel Leonard, Michael Lynch, James Mangan, Seamus Murray, Patsy O’ Neill, Bryan Reilly, Joe Reilly, Tommy Reilly.
Officials in Attendance:

County Manager: Tom Dowling

Head of Finance:  Fiona Lawless,

Directors of Service: Kevin Stewart, Tadgh McDonnell, Eugene Cummins, Liam Henry, Michael Killeen.

Meetings Administrator Bill Sweeney
Senior Planners: Pat Gallagher, 
Senior Executive Planner: Bernard Greene
Senior Executive Officers: Larry Whelan, Michael Griffin, Marie Byrne

Administrative Officer: Olive Falsey

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 1st September 2008.

The minutes of the full council meeting held on 1st September 2008 were confirmed on the proposition of Councillor Brooks seconded by Councillor Carey
2.0 Matters arising from the minutes

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

The following expressions of sympathy were extended to:

3.1 The family of the late Bill Birmingham RIP, former revenue collector


3.2 Oliver Carey, Corporate Services on the death of his father Patrick Carey, RIP.


3.3 Tommy Costello, Trim area on the death of his mother and Rachel Brennan, Housing on the death of her mother-in-law Ann Costello RIP

4.0 Correspondence

The following correspondences were noted by the members.
4.1 Correspondence received from Eirgrid in relation to Designated Information Centres.


4.2 Circular letter LG 09/08 in relation to Representational Payment for Councillors.

4.3 Progress report on Reinstatement of the Navan to Dublin Rail Line


4.4 Notification received from Matt Benville, Principal Officer, Department of Transport in relation to the publication of the Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008, full content of the Act on Meath Local Authorities Extranet Homepage:
http:/Extranet/homepage/ Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (pdf, 538 kb)
http://www.oireachtas.ie/documents/bills28/acts/2008/a1508.pdf
4.5 Correspondence received from Maurice Coughlan, Franchise Section in relation to the European Parliament and Local Elections 2009


4.6 Circular LG10-08 establishment and operation of Joint Policing Committees in all Local Authority Areas


4.7 Circular N1-08 The Way Home – A Strategy to address Adult Homelessness 2008 – 2013


4.8 Correspondence received from Local Government Services Computer Board in relation to replace the frame relay service for Motor Tax Offices.
The report circulated advised that due to the discontinuance of a service by Eircom the operation of the motor tax service in Dunshaughlin and Duleek would have to be suspended temporarily. Councillors from the Slane and Dunshaughlin areas expressed their opposition to the move. Fiona Lawless, Head of Finance advised of the possible cost of providing new connectivity and agreed to bring a further report to the Council.
5.0 Report from Protocol Committee

5.1 The following special meeting dates were recommended by the Committee:

· Special Finance 30th October 10.00am

· Special Housing 5th November 10.00am

Also agreed that all Councillors would be invited to the Planning/Environment Joint SPC meeting.


5.2 It was agreed that the Council, should use Local Democracy week to promote the role of Local Authorities.


5.3 A report was given on a special meeting with Province 5 TV in relation to coverage of council meetings. The committee decided to seek information from other Councils who were webcasting meetings and also advised that there were substantial costs involved.

The report was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Kelly seconded by Councillor Reilly

6.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant  to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 were approved by the members
7.0 Other Statutory Business

7.1 Planning and Economic Development

7.1.1 To consider and if thought fit to grant Planning Permission in material contravention of the Meath County Development Plan 2007 - 2013 in respect of Planning Application Reference DA800091 by Moygaddy Park Developments Ltd for development at Moygaddy, Maynooth, Co. Meath  as follows:       

· storage, offices, meeting rooms, research facility, catering and staff 

                                                  welfare facilities at ground floor (1,946.4 sq. m.); 

· storage, offices, meeting room, research room and toilets (1,046 sq.     

       m.) and associated roof terraces (69.8 sq. m.), at second floor level;

· A 2 storey glazed entrance reception area accommodating an  

       entrance lobby and incorporating a pedestrian link at first floor  

       level;

· Parking provision to accommodate 224 car parking spaces,  

       including a set down area, 5 bus spaces and 73 bicycle spaces;

· Provision of a sewage treatment system consisting of 2 no. above  

       ground treatment tanks, 2 no. underground pumping stations and a  

       percolation area of 2,500 sq. m. in size;       

· Upgrade an existing well, provision of a new water treatment plant       

        housed in a building of 60 sq. m. in addition to a bunded storage   

        tank;

· A surface water attenuation pond;

· Construction of an internal access road and upgrading of existing   

       road access onto the CR 571 and the provision of a proposed new  

              roundabout, including minor realignments to the CR571 and R157, to  

              replace the existing CR 571 and R157 priority junction, and;

· All associated hard and soft landscaping. 

· Significant Further Information and Revised Plans have been furnished 

       to the Planning Authority in respect of this proposed development,   

       including; (1) alternative realignment of the proposed roundabout at  

       the R157 / CR571 junction, (2) amendments to the site boundary to   

       facilitate new alignment of the roundabout resulting in a new site area   

       of 9.1 hectares, and; (3) the closing up of an existing entrance to   

       Moygaddy House resulting in amended boundary treatment. 

The proposed development would materially contravene the following         

 policy of the Meath County Development Plan 2007-2013:

Policy ED POL 20 Page 94 of Vol 1 of the County Development Plan which seeks:

“To permit development proposals for industrial or business enterprises in the countryside only where, the proposed use has locational requirements that can only be accommodated in a rural location and this has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority, the resultant development is of a size and scale which remains appropriate and which does not negatively impact on the character and amenity of the surrounding area; and the proposal demonstrates that it has taken into account traffic, public health, environmental and amenity considerations and is in accordance with the policies, requirements and guidance contained in this plan. In all instances, it should be demonstrated that the proposal would not generate traffic of a type and amount inappropriate for the character of the access roads or would require improvements which would affect the character of these roads.” 

The material contravention was proposed by Cllr Leonard seconded by Cllr Killian and adopted on the following roll call vote:
	Councillor 
	Vote 

	Cllr. Charles Bobbett 
	For 

	Cllr. Joseph Bonner 
	For 

	Cllr. Patrick Boshell 
	For 

	Cllr. Oliver Brooks 
	For 

	Cllr. Phillip Cantwell 
	For 

	Cllr. William Carey 
	For 

	Cllr. Shane Cassells 
	For 

	Cllr. Eugene Cassidy 
	For 

	Cllr. Jimmy Cudden 
	For 

	Cllr. Jenny Darcy 
	For 

	Cllr. Anne Dillon-Gallagher 
	For 

	Cllr. John Farrelly 
	For 

	Cllr. Jimmy Fegan 
	For 

	Cllr. Brian Fitzgerald 
	For 

	Cllr. Michael Gallagher 
	Absent 

	Cllr. Peter Higgins 
	For 

	Cllr. James Holloway 
	For 

	Cllr. Eoin Holmes 
	For 

	Cllr. Tom Kelly 
	For 

	Cllr. Nick Killian 
	For 

	Cllr. Noel Leonard 
	For 

	Cllr. Michael Lynch 
	For 

	Cllr. James Mangan 
	For 

	Cllr. Liz McCormack 
	For 

	Cllr. Seamus Murray 
	For 

	Cllr. Patsy O'Neill 
	For 

	Cllr. Joe Reilly 
	For 

	Cllr. Bryan Reilly 
	For 

	Cllr. Tommy Reilly 
	For 


7.2 Infrastructure

7.2.1 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to construct the RT8 Local Distributor Road Link between the Kentstown Road (R153) and the Boyne Road, Navan, Co. Meath. 
The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor Tommy Reilly, seconded by Councillor Jim Holloway 

7.2.2 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to carry out Junction Improvement Works on the N2/R155 at Primatestown in the Townlands of Primatestown, Coolfore and Ballyhack.

The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor Mangan, seconded by Councillor Leonard
7.2.3 To consider Extinguishment of Right of Way on Old Longwood Road, Trim.    
Proposed by Councillor Seamus Murray, seconded by Councillor Peter Higgins and unanimously agreed
7.3 Environment

7.3.1 Major Emergency Management Framework for County Meath.
Michael Fitzsimons, Civil Defence Officer gave a presentation on the new Major Emergency Management Framework and addressed issues raised by Councillors.
7.4 Housing, Social Community & Cultural

7.4.1 To consider recommendations for Meath County Council Housing Estate Grants and Awards 2008.
Approved on the proposition of Councillor Anne Dillon-Gallagher, seconded by Councillor Cudden
7.4.2 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to the construction of a new playground at Ninch, Laytown. The playground equipment is designed to cater for a junior area for children aged 2 to 6 years and a senior area for children aged 6 to 12 years. 
The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor Tom Kelly, seconded by Councillor Eoin Holmes
7.4.3 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to the construction of a new playground north of Ashvale Court, Station Road, Duleek. The playground equipment is designed to cater for a junior area for children aged 2 to 6 years and a senior area for children aged 6 to 12 years.
The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor  Anne Dillon-Gallagher, seconded by Councillor Eoin Holmes
7.4.4 To consider the Manager’s report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and 2006 to the construction of a new playground at the green open space adjacent to the entrance to Crann Daire Brae, Collon Road, Slane. The playground equipment is designed to cater for a junior area for children aged 2 to 6 years and a senior area for children aged 6 to 12 years.
The County Manager’s report was noted on the proposition of Councillor Anne Dillon-Gallagher, seconded by CouncillorHolmes
8.0 Notice of Question

9.0 Notices of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Phillip Cantwell


“Tipperary North Riding County Council are presently covering/overlaying the 147 acre Silvermines tailings pond with a permanent covering to a high specification to stop what has become a 20 year environment pollution of the area, with risk to human health and animal health from the dust blows from the disused tailings ponds, vent shafts and mine workings. This is a unique opportunity for the Navan Area Members and Members of the Monitoring Committee, our County Manager and Officials to visit the area and speak to the Local Authority  County Manager and his Engineering Staff, also County Councillors and Members of the Local Action Group, to learn from their experiences at getting what may well become the benchmark for other closed mines in Ireland to copy and for Tara Mines to replicate in a few years time so as to avoid an even greater pollution problem (Tara’s tailings pond is 5 times the size of Silvermines and in close proximity to a much larger population) for Elected Members of Meath County Council,  County Manager, Navan Town Council, Council Officials and thousands of members of the pubic in Navan and the surrounding areas.”
This item was deferred to the November meeting with the agreement of the Council
9.2 Submitted by Councillor John V. Farrelly

“To ask Meath County Council to agree to allow Mr Sean Balfe of the Irish Agrement Board to address the full council in relation to all types of waste treatment units available for single houses.”

This item was referred to the Joint Environment and Planning SPC to be held on the 12th November 2008

9.3 Submitted by Councillor Tommy Reilly

“Requesting the Manager for up to date position regarding site for New Regional Hospital”

Proposed by Councillor Tommy Reilly seconded by Councillor James Mangan
Eugene Cummins, Director of Services updated the meeting on the current situation.
On the proposal of Councillor Nick Killian seconded by Councillor Michael Lynch it was agreed to suspend Standing Order No 5 to allow  the meeting to continue until 6.45 pm.

10.0                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Schedule of Manager’s Orders

10.1 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Infrastructure

10.2 Schedule of Manager’s Orders - Environment

10.3 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Housing Construction

10.4 Schedule of Manager’s Orders – Community & Enterprise

The above Manager’s Orders were noted by the Members

11.0 Presentations from Other Bodies

11.1 To  receive presentation from the DTO on the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) for the period 2010 – 2030 
Jeremy Ryan gave a detailed presentation on the SEA as part of the statutory consultation process and responded to Councillors questions.
12.0 Any Other Business

12.1 Councillor Jimmy Cudden raised the possible extension of the sewer network in Duleek to service Duleek National School. Eugene Cummins, Director of Services agreed to investigate the feasibility of the suggestion.

12.2 Councillor Nick Killian raised the question of illegal entrances on the N2 and asked that action be taken.

12.3 Councillor Michael Gallagher queried the notification process in relation to the oral hearing on the Biomass CHP at Nobber. Liam Henry, Director of Services advised that he was not in a position to offer an opinion on this matter.

12.4 Eugene Cummins, Director of Services gave an update on the public lighting programme. The capital programme put forward in 2007 was being implemented with the main focus on the replacement of inferior lights. Certain issues raised by the Energy Regulator were being addressed. He emphasised that local lighting issues were a matter for the are committees to address.

12.5 The County Manager,  Tom Dowling advised the Council of a compensation claim by Ebonwood Ltd in relation to a planning refusal at the Station House Hotel Kilmessan. A full report will be circulated to all councillors and the County Manager advised that the Councils exposure will not exceed €2.5m.    
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