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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1.1 Introduction

Meath County Counciproposes to undertake a planning application for works relating to the
construction ofa Boyne Greenwaywalking and gcling routeeast of DoghedaTown from Ship
Street/railway viaduct (Belfast Dublin line)to the Tower Road / Crook Road Junction east of
Mornington Village

The proposed greenway route would provide a safe, trdfée environment for tourists and lat¢
users to cycle or walk adjant to the Boyne estuary and coast by providingaximum 4n wide cycle
and pedestrian path in westto eastdirection between Drogheda railway station and Mornington.
The route travels along the edge of the Boyne Valldyaeg and generally follows gatent to the
R150and R15Roadway.

The proposed Greenway development has been the subject of public consultation in 2019 and
following this process and discussions with relevant stakeholders (e.g., Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht)meferred route consisting oftto main sections has been identified.

This Environmental Impact Assessment ScreeRemprt (EIASR) has been prepared by JRE Ltd. to
assess if the proposed development meets the criteria féullaEnvironmental Impact Aessment
Report to be completedBelow is a list of reports which have informed the content and findings of
this EI/RScreening exercise:

1 Proposed Boyne Greenway (Drogheda to Mornington) Project, Drogheda, Co. Meath,
Ecologichimpact Assessment (EclA) Rep2020.

1 Proposed Boyne Greenway (Drogheda to Mornington) Project, Appropriate Assessment:
Stage 2 NIS, 2020.

9 Archaeological and Built Heritage Assessment of the Proposed Boyne Greenway: Drogheda
to Mornington, 2020

9 Arboricdtural Assessment, Arboricultural Impact and Tree Protection Strategy Report, Boyne
Greenway Drogheda to Mornington, 2020.

h E]RE o Boyne Greenway ER Screening
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 9 1 3320¢ Juy 2020



2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

2.1 Overview

The proposed cyelroute aims to provide a safenvironment for toursts and local users to cycle
adjacent tothe Boyne estuary and coasy providing aycleand pedestrian patiof a maximum width

of 4min awest to eastdirection between Drogheda railway statisiaductandthe junction of Tower
Road / Crook Road approxately 1.9km east dflorningtonBridge The preferred route for the Boyne
Greenway, between Drogheda East ahd junction of TowerRoad / Crook Roadjenerally follows

the northern side of the existing R150/R151 Regional RGHte route moves away fronmé R150

road at Drogheda Grammar School providing views to the Boyne Estuary. For the majority of the route
from Mornington Bridge to Tower Road the greenway will be adjacent to the R151, as either a
boardwalk structure or kerbed bituminous surfacehe peferred route selected for the Greenway is
outlined in Figure 1. The preferred route for the Boyne Greenwappsoximately 3 km in length

with approximately4.1 km of the route directly alongsider close tothe Regional Road and
approximately 1.8kniboardwalk slightly away from the RoaBased on a route options assessment
the proposed Greenway preferred roweuld be developedh two main sectionsthese are outlined
below.

1 Section 1 extends east of Drogheda from the railway viaduct (BelfastnDinad) to the Old
Golf Range on approach to Mornington Village via the existing R@&0

1 Section Zxtends east from Mornington Road/Old Golf Road access road through Mornington
Village along the R151 Rodd the Tower Road/Crook Road junction.
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Figue 1¢ BoyneGreenway Preferred Route Option
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2.2 Policy Context
2.2.1 National Policy

CKS LNRAAK D2@SNYYSyid LRtAOe SydAidt SR W{YINISNI ¢N
2009 to 2020 identifies certain key goals and objectiveseorntet in order to introduce a national
sustainable transport network.

A National Cycle PolO& o0b/ t 0 gl a AYLISYSYGSR G2 NYzy |2y
{dzaldlF Ayl ofS ¢NIFyalLR2NI Cdzidz2NEQ R20dz¢ONBHror§KE BhOt
0@ Of Ay3 Odz whileNdBoWSY OR NRF HY RQ NITONDRCP ialsoatliiesfthe O& Of Ay
importance of the National Cycle Network in attracting overseas tourists if the project is implemented.

2.2.2 Strategyfor the Developmendf Irish @cle Tourism (Failte Ireland 2007)

The strategy notes the need to creaw®rld-class traffiefree routes to cater fotouring cyclistdeaving

the cities to discover the countryside. Cyclists, particul@dg experienced and young cyclists, like to
be away from traffic whenever possiblkes this enables them to enjoy thlewunds and sights of the
countryside without thenoise and other distraction of cycling in traffic. Greenways are always shared
with pedestrians and sometimes with horses. Disused railiwmag are plentiful in Irelandnd these

can provide excellent greaays. Strategic greenways will become toudsitactions in their own
rights, as is the case throughout Europe. Generally durgb traffic levels and high speeds we wish
to avoid cychig on N or Roads. Orunavoidable sections, it may be desirableptovide wide, well
surfaced, harghoulders; these can provide a safe, wide, corridor for cyclists out of the pathsbér
moving vehicles.

2.2.3 Strategy for the Future DevelopmentNditional and Regiondreenways

The Strategy sets out how National and Regional Greenways in Ireland should be planned, suitable
locations and constructed to an appropriagtandard. It also aims to increase the number and
geographical spread of Greenwaysd quality around the countrylt alsosets out the importance of

early and widespread consultation with landowners and communities along aadeadijto proposed
Greenway routes. The Strategynphasises the need to minimise the impact on landholdings by
minimising severance as far as possible and providing accommodation works such as fencing and
underpasses where requireahd sets out the importance of access to Scenery and things to See and
Do in order to attract tourists

2.3 Meath County Developmd Plan
2.3.1 Development Plag013¢ 2019

The Meath County Development Plan 2E4®BL9 was produced to create a framework for the
coordinated and sustainable economic, social, cultural and environmental development of the County.
Within the County Develapent Plan there were a number of kepjectives and policiethat relate

to developmentssimilar in nature to the proposed greenway between Drogheda Town and
Mornington, including;

h E]RE e Boyne Greenway EIAR Screeni
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Objectives
ED OBJ 14To explore the provision of sustainable medium lamd-distance walking routes.

TRAN OBJ 8 @i)To explore th feasibility of developing former disused transportation corridors for
cycle / greenways.

TRAN OBJ §iij - To provide for the development of the TrgnmNavang Slaneg Drogheda cycle /
greenway along the River Boyne subject to obtaining the necessaiyt@y planning consent, the
carrying out of Appropriate Assessment, landowner cooperation and the securing of the necessary
funding.

TRAN OBJ 8vji- To develop a system of cycle / greenwagishject to the availability of resources,
along the banks of the Boyne and Blackwater Rivers, in such a manner so as not to significantly
negatively impact on the conservation status of the Natura 2000 site edlbee or in combination

with other objegives in this or other plans.

TRAN OBJ® - To encourage pedestrian access to certain areas of Natura 2000 sites for their
FLILINBOALFGA2Y YR AYy | YFYYSNI a2 +Fta yz2d4d d2 AYLI
conservation status.

Strategic Potiies

TRAN SP 2To promote the sustainabldevelopment of walking, cycling, public transport and other

more sustainable forms of transport as an alternative to the private car, together with the
development of the necessary infrastructure and promotidn 8fS Ay A GA I GAGSa O2y il Ay
Travel, A Sustainable Transport Future 29001 H N1 Q @

TRAN POL 15To identify and seek to implement a strategic, coherent and-tigtity cycle and
walking network across the county that is integrated with pridansport and interconnected with
cultural, recreational, retail, educational and employment destinations and attractions.

2.3.2 Draft Meath County Development Pla2020-2026

The Draft Meath County Development Plan 2@B26 is currently at Stage 2ilplic consultation
processandsets out the policies and objectives and the overall strategy for the development of the
Countybetween 2020and 2026. Within the Draft County Development Plan there are a number of
key objectives and policies that relate developmentssimilar in natureto the proposed greenway
between Drogheda Town and Morningtoncluding;

Draft Objectives

MOV OBJ 30Tocontinue the development of a network of Greenways in the County in accordance
with the Department of Transport, Togrn and Sport Strategy for FusuDevelopment of Greenways.

EDOBJ/75- To explore the provision of sustainable medium and long distance walking routes.

MOV OB.25- To implement, in conjunction with the NTA, the recommendations of the NTA strategy
with regard to walking and cycling infrastructure

h EIRE e Boyne Greenway EIAR Screeni
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Draft Strategic Policies

ED POB9- To encourage new and high quality investment in the tourism industry in the County with
specific reference to leisure activities (including walking, cycling, angling, eiguesind family
focused activities) and accommodation in terms of choice, locat@hquality of product.

MOV POL17 - To identify and seek to implement a strategic, coherent and high quality cycle and
walking network across the County that is integrateith public transport and interconnected with
cultural, recreational, retail, edational and employment destinations and attractions.

EDPOL55- To support developments which will enable and encourage countryside recreation and an
increased appreciatiorof the natural environment, through facilitating the development of
community waks, off road trails / rural trail developments, parks and other outdoor amenities and
recreational infrastructure. All proposals will require screening to determine iflaAfapropriate
Assessment of the likely significant effects on Natura 2000 siteg|isred

MOV POL18- To supportthe provision of a long distance inteonnecting walking / cycling route(s)
between the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland.

N JRE Boyne Greenway EIAR Screeni
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2.4 Developnent of the Project

ThisGreenway, coupled with the East Coast Trail and Dublin to Galway routes, would be the basis for
increasing cycling tourism in theid-east region of the country. The creation of quality cycle routes
along the east coast and withthe midlands region as part of a national cycle network would clearly
create the potential for increased cycling tourism in Ireland with the opportunitydorists to start

or complete their holiday on the east coast. The Bo@reenway would offer agnificant incentive

for tourists in this regard. It is hoped that the proposed Greenway will link with theibilarth
section ofthe East Cast Trailin future.

The subject section of theproposal entails the construction of a route which will run fr@mp
Street/railway viaduct (Belfagt Dublin line)and travel eastboundnainly adjacent to the R150 and

R151 Roadways to the junction of Tower Road / Crook Road aprtekymi.Okm east of Mornington

Bridge. The proposed route will form part of the Natbborf / @ Of S w2 dzi S The W9l ai
O2yaiNMzOlA2y YSGK2RA& G2 0SS dzaSR IINB 2dzift AYSR |
developed by DBFLiyil engineer$ that will be submitted with the planning applicatioA synopsis

of the construction metbds to be employed (as outlined in the DBFL document) is outlined below.

24.1 Surfacing

Bound Surface

Where he proposed greenwawill be constructedalongside the roadr very close to the road edge

the preferred option is fobituminous constructionn accordance with the recommendations of the
TIl Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (Tl DMR8&example in Figure 2.This would result in
clearirg verge vegetation with limited additional excavation. Tinail will be formed by placing
imported granular subbase material on a geotextile separator and finished with approximately 100mm
of bituminous surfacing in accordance with the TIl DMRB. The wfdtie greenway will be limited

to 4metres and restrained on each side with a kerb.

Figure 2.1: Examp of Bituminous Track Surface

%
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Elevated Boardwalk

There is approximately 1.8km of the proposed greenway located within the SPA/SAC areas with
approximately 610 metres of this within the intertidal zone. In these areas it is proposed that the
greenway wald be elevated onto a boardwalk structure to minisnigotential impacts on habitats

and provide a year round pathway above the tidal flooding elevatdightweightrecycled plastic
composite boardwallstructure (see Figure 2.2yould be instated in loationswhere no solid base
exists (e.g., on rocky steline and intertidal areas and where crossing of mudflats or streams is
required The width of the boardwalk will be limited to 4metres (maximum).

Figure 2.2: Example ofdhtweight Recycled Plasticothposite Boardwalk

¥

Bridges

There are two areas whetteridging of water features would be required. The first is at Mornington
bridge and would consist offaefabricated steel arch bridge placed on precast concrete dreams

on precast concrete pilegbat would limit impact on tlke existing stone arch bridge structure and would

not visually detract from Mornington Bridge. Téecond bridging is farrossinga surface water drain

and is not in an area as visually sensitive as the Mornington Bridgeéngrogshe drain crossingould
consist of a prestressed precast concrete beam resting on a precast concrete ground beam on precast
concrete piles. The deck will be partially precast witkito finished surface.

24.2 Construction Methodology

Constructimm materialscouldbe transported from stockpiled areas along the existing public road in
appropriately sized Dumpers or Trucks for construction of @Gieenway At present there is no
detailed construction methodologydentifying access pointfor construdion equipment toaccess
various phases of the proposed trail or the setback distances of the trail or any stockpiled material for
construction or surface dressing.

Any ecavationwould be minor and would be completed usimgini diggersand would be avoidel
where possibleto ensure minimum disruption to thE&stuary foreshore Any kevelling ofsurface
materialswould be completedusing mini excavators in restricted areAsiyexcavatedsoilswould be
reused, where possibléor the reinstatement of the eges of the newathway ando reduce the risk
of the introduction of invasivepecies|t is envisaged that thenajority of excavation work&ould be
clearing of scrub &as and levelling areas where hardcore surfagesld be instated.

EIRE o Boyre Greenway EIAR Screenit
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Other sections ofhe proposed route (e.g., along the rocky foreshore and sections spanning stream
confluences and mudflat areasjay consist of a lightweight recycled plastic boardwalk construction.
Thesupportsof the boardwalk would need to be piled into the base of #stuary foreshore and/or
mudflat to provide a stable foundation for the boardwalk structure. The installatioh@bgase piles
would require using specialist percussion equipment for the piling process. Once in place the
lightweight plastic boardwalkisicture would be attached and fixed in place. At locations where the
boardwalkmaycross freshwater confluencestithe estuary(e.g., at Mornington Bridgehere may

be arequirementsto ensure a solid screen from the surface to approximately 90 cextiten high to
reduce potentiadisturbanceon wading birds feeding in these areas from the movement of feet and
wheds.

h EIRE e Boyne Greenway EIAR Screeni
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3.0 RECEIVING ENVIRONMENT

In order to inform screening evaluation, consideration was firstly given to environmental sensitivities
in the area and to theotential for impacts on particular aspects of the environment. This section
describes the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly impacted by the project and has
regard to the Environmental Topics as set out in the ElACDIre2014/52/EU a follows:

1 Human beings, Population, and Human Health,

Biodiversity (flora and fauna),

Land and Saoil,

Water,

Air and Climate,

Noise and Vibration

Material Assets, Landscape and Cultural heritage, including architecturalrenaeologich
aspects, and

1 The interrelationship between the environmental topics.

= =4 =4 4 A A

3.1 Human beings, Population, and Human Health

It is expected that th proposed greenwawill have a positive impact on human beingspulation

and human health by improving road safetong the R16 and R15,1by making the countrysidand
ecological diversity along the Boyne Estuargre accessibland by providing a safe pedestrian and
Greenwaylink between Drogheda Town and Mornington and the schools located along the Regional
Roadthat currentlycould not be safely used by cyclists or pedestriansl, by providinggmployment
opportunitiesduring construction and bringing increased opportunities for existing businesses from
the use of the greenway by tourists and visitors

Greenwaysare used for aive outdoor recreational purposes and as a meangafelling between
areasin a mannerthat is beneficial to human health and wellbeifice., cycling and walkingJhis
proposed developmenivould also help sustain and create employmepportunities in thetourism
and leisure related industriege.g., bicycle rentalsyith spin off benefits for the wider economy.
Localized traffic impact is likely to be generated at thaihd locations and may require limited traffic
management.

The preferred route of the proposed greenway development runs along the northern side of the
Regional Road (i.e., estuary side). The majority of residential properties between Drogheda and the
western edge of Mornington are on the southern side of the R150 drid Rnd so the preferred

route reducesthe potential for negative impact on residential amenity.

Potential exists, particularly at the construction stage fbmated amount of nuisancassociated with
localised traffic disruption and noise. However, fthe most partconstruction works related to this
LIN22SO0 | NBE -f 338t By K matukd ®rdadtiprovenent works (tarmacadam
surfacing). Any such impacts wouwdtso be temporary in naturand would only take place during
daytime hours Sgnificant negative impacts on Human Beirigspulation or Human Health have not
been reported fronthe operation ofother existinggreenways and arenlikely to arise in this instance.

h EIRE e Boyne Greenway EIAR Screeni
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3.2 Biodiversity (flora and fauna)

For sections, the proposeBoyne Greenway route between Drogheda and Mangton islocated
within the boundaries of two NATURA 208ifes; he Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC and the Boyne
Estuary SPA.Details of both MTURA000 sites are included in the Ecological Impact Assessment
(EclA) ad the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) completed as part of the planning application. Outlines
of the protected areas are outlined below.

3.2.1 Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC (Site Code 1957)

Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC is a coastal site which includes ninestidél sections of the River
Boyne, intertidal sand and mudflats, saltmarshes, marginal gunagsand the stretch of coast from
Bettystown to Termonfeckin that includes the Mornington and Baltray sand dune systems. The site is
a Special Area of Consation (SAC) selected for the following habitats and/or species listed on Annex

I /11 of the E.UHabitats Directive:

[1130] Estuaries

[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats
[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines
[1310] Salicornia Mud

[1330] Atlantic &It Meadows

* = priority; numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes)
3.2.2 Boyne Estuary SP3ite Code 4080)

This moderatelsized coastal site is situated west of Drogheda on the border of Counties Louth and
Meath. The site comprises most of the estyaf the Boyne River, a substantial river which drains a
large catchment. Apart from one sectiarhich is over 1 km wide, its width is mostly less than 500 m.
The river channel, which is navigable and dredged, is defined by training walls, these beittgelre

in places. Intertidal flats occur along the sides of the channelled river. The sedimentfsora fine

muds in the sheltered areas to sandy muds or sands towards the river mouth. The linear stretches of
intertidal flats to the north and south of thever mouth are mainly composed of sand. One or more
species of Eelgras&dsteraspp.) occur irthe estuaryand although none was noted on the day of the

site walkover its presence should be assessed in more detail as part of any future assessment (e.qg.,
Natura Impact Assessmenfarts of the intertidal areas are fringed by salt marshes, most afhwh

are of the Atlantic type, and dominated by Searslane Halimione portulacoidgs Other species
present include Common Saltmarghass Puccinellia maritha), Sea PlantainP{antago maritima,
Laxflowered Sedavender Limonium humile and Glasswor(Salicorniaspp.). Common Corgrass
(Spartina anglicaoccurs frequently on the flats and salt marshes.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) undeEtble Birds Directive, of special conservation
interest for the following species: Shelduck, Oystercatcher, Golden Plover, Grey Plover, Lapwing, Knot,
Sanderling, Blaetailed Godwit, Redshank, Turnstoaed Little Tern. The E.U. Birds Directive pays
particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated
waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds.
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3.2.3 Habitats of Importance

The Bgne River from Drogheda to the sea at Mornington Beean be defined as an estuawgd the
proposed Greenwayroadly follows the river from Drogheda town tdlornington. While the
proposedGreerway would not directly impact on the river itself, it would pact on some of the
associated habitats such as mudthts at low tide and rocky shorelidal mudflats and sandflats are

an Annex | habitat under the EU Habitats Directive and refers to mudflats and sandflats exposed at
low tide. The proposecreenway would impact upon this habitat in some areas wheretaities of

the Boyne River join the main river

The habitats identified along the proposed greenway route are described accordi@téd & A (0 G &
Guidedl 2 KFoAGFG&a Ay setdNdd & staidadsystemfar idéntifgn, d€étibing and
classifyingwildlife habitats inIreland and covers natural, sermatural and artificial habitats of
terrestrial and freshwater environments, of inshore marine waters, and of urban and rural areas
terrestrialhabitats identified within the route corridor of theroposedgreenway are outlineth Table
3-1below:

Table 31: TerrestrialHabitats Identified along Route of Proposed Greenway

Habitat Description Code ‘
Hedgerow WL 1
Treeline WL 2
Earth Banks BL2
Arable crops BC1
Flower beds and borders BC4
Buildingsand artificial surfaces BL3 4
Amenity grassland GA2
Lower salt marsh CM1
Upper salt marsh CM2
Recolonising bare ground ED3
Improved agricultural grassland GAl
Amenity grassland GA2
Ornamental/nornative shrub WS3
Dry meadows and grassy verges GS2
Muddy Shore LSA
Mixed (broadleaved) woodland wD1
Scattered trees/parkland WD5
Scrub WsS1
Reeds and large sedge swamps FS1

These habitats are further assessed in section 4.1.2 of the EclA report completed as part of the
planning application submissio.hemitigation measures outlined in sections 5.1.2 and 5.1.6 of the
EclAreport and section 6.2.3 of the NIS repatcompanying the planning application provide for
controlling and managing impacts to a level whereby they would not signifidgamigcton important
habitats.
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3.3 Land and Soil

The proposed developmemtould requirea limitedland take(i.e. 4 metres) along the majority of the
greenway extenbut there would be no dmolition of any property. The lands which form part of this
proposal arein the ownership ofDrogheda Port and Meatand LouthCounty Coundland some
sectionsarein private ownership that wuld require to be purchased to accommodate the proposed
development. Th@roposed use is compatible with the land use zoning objecfivethe area Based

on a review ofthe databases maintained by the Qegical Survey of Ireland (GSI) thails for the
greenway section between Drogheda and Mornington Bridge (i.e., adjacent to Bdrbfyises oh

mix of undifferentiated alluvium mateal, manmade ground, estuarine sediments (silts and clays) and
sands and gravels. From Mornington Bridge along the R151 comprise mainly of manmade ground,
sands and gravels and estuarine sediments (silts and cléyisgre there is a required land take for

the development of the greenway it would be assessed by a qualified ecologist to ensure that the
development does not result isignificant impacts on protected habitatWhere there is limited
shallow excavationfcsoils here will be oppdunities for re-use of any surplus soilsewhere within

the proposed development

Due to the scale of the project and the minimal nature of excavation required it is not anticipated that
there will be any significant impacts swils and geology as a consequence of ¢bastruction or
operation of the proposed Greenway scheme.

3.4 Water
3.4.1 Surface Water

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) requires measures to ensure that waters achieve at least
D2 2R { 0l (adefthat the durrentstatps does not deterioraf€he objectives for particular
watercourses are based on Pressure and Impact assessments of human activity, including point
sources (e.g., wastewater treatment plants) and diffuse sources (ermff), landuse (e.g. quarrying,

mining and turf harvestingand morphological conditions (e.g., river depth, width, substrate of river

bed etc.) on surface waters to identify those water bodies that are at risk of failing to meet the WFD
objectivesBased on thelata used to assess the WFD Status between 2082018(EPA Geoportal)

GKS .2@8yS 9aildzz N KFa | 2C5 {dFddzAa 2 TWRPaiskRSNI (S
adldda 2F WIHG NR&1Q

The principal potential impacts to surface water are associatétl discharges to the receiving
watercourses. ThRiver Boyne runs adjacent to the proposed development route. The only identified
watercourse that intersects the proposed development is the Stagrennan StieRMAdeoportal) that
flows to the estuary at Mrnington Bridge.

The Boyne Coast and Estuary S&@l the Boyne Estuary Skéns adjacentwith the route of the
proposed Greenway. There asalt marshlanchabitats locatedwithin the area of the RiveBoyne
Watercourses cahe sensitive to pollution, particularly to the potential increased levetsiended
solids during the construction stage. Suspended sdlid$ affect aquatic life particularly larger
animals such as fish, most criticalpen it settles in spawning areabhere is also the potential for
the disturbance of wintering birds durinfgeding along the foreshore and mudflats and ground
roosting dove the high tide mark. The mampacts include:
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1 Physical obstructions to upstream and downstream migration bdthing and after
construction;

1 Impacts on wintering birds feeding and roosfiareas during construction and operational
phases. Constructh works should be completed in late Spring and Summer to avoid impacts
on wintering birds using the Boyne valley SAC area.

9 Disturbance of spawning beds during constructipnare must be ta&n to ensure that no
spawning grounds are disturbed and that nke are not completed during spawning (i.e.,
typically between November and January).

1 Potential impacts on dolphins and porpoises from impact percussion vibration during piling
activities; and

1 Point source pollution incidents durimgnstruction

During construction there is the potential fampacts to theBoyne River/Estuargnd Stagrennan
Streamfrom sediment loading and associated anthropogenic polluting substances as a result of
surface waer run-off or spills on sitelt is con&dered that the enforcement of industry best practice
pollution prevention measures will prevent the occurrence of a pollution event (for example CIRIA
Guideline Document C532ontrol of Water Pollution from Consttion Sitesand C648 Control of
water polution from linear construction projects)If appropride controls are put in place it is
anticipated that there will be no impact to hydrology or water quality during tl@struction or
operational phaselt isconsidered thathe operation of the greenwawill not createanysignificant
impacts on surface water quality or on the surface watgstem Mitigation measures proposed to
protect fisheries and aquatic biodiversity is included in section 5.1.3 (canistnuphase) and 3.6
(operational phase) of the EclA document prepared as pharhe planning submission. These
measures will mitigate the potential for significant impafitam the proposed developmerdn the

water receptors

3.4.2 Groundwater

The loal geological andydrogeological conditions were established from a review of databases
maintained by the Geological Survey of Ireland (G31¢. so# for the greenway section between
Drogheda and Mornington Bridgge., adjacent to R150)omprises ofa mix of undifferentiated
alluvium material, manmade ground, estuarine sediments (silts and canssands and gravels.

From Mornington Bridge along the R151 comprise mainly of manmade ground, sands and gravels and
estuarine sediments (silts and clays).

In Ireland, aquifer potential is divided into three broad categories, including: Regionally Important,
Locally Important, and Poor. Based on the GSI Guidelines on Aquifer Classification and Vulnerability,
the bedrock aquifer beneath the proposed develagmnhextentis considered tde alLocallyimportant

Aquifer, Bedrock which is Generally Moderately Productive). The Water Framework Directive
(WFD) Groundwater Status for the Arlang the extent of the proposed Greenwbgsed orresults
2013-2018 is Good (EPA Geoportal)

The groundwater vulnerability along the initial extent of the proposed greenway (i.e., from Drogheda
Railway Bridge to approximately 200m west of Drogheda Grammer School is classified as being
between low andnoderate.
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One area lodad immediately to thewest of Drogheda Grammer School has a high to extreme
groundwater vulnerability and may be due to the shallow bedrock depth in that &ean Drogheda
Grammer School to the eastern extent of the proposed greenway the groundwalieerability is
classifed as being between low and high.

During construction operations there should be controls in place to reduce potential for impacts on
groundwater (e.g.CIRIA Guideline Document CE3antrol of Water Pollution from Construction Sites
and C648 Control of ater pollution from linear construction projects).is not considered that the
operation of the greenway would have any significant impact on groundwater quality

As the Greenwaywill be mainly located on the surfacevith minimal exavation works (i.e., @y
clearing of vegetation and levelling of pathgre will be no requirement for any significant cut or fill,

it is considered that there will be no significant impact on the groundwater regintigese locations.
Where piling work for boardwalk areaalong the foreshore area required, any impact would not be
expected to impact on the local hydrogeology but that may be dependent on the depth of piling
requiredduring construction.

3.4.3 Flood Risk

A flood risk assessment was coetgld as part of the planning submission and areas of possible tidal
flooding were identified. The construction of a boardwalk in the itigal zone will be at a minimum
level defined within the flood risk assessment repf.e., 3.54m Above Ordnance fe). This is
approximately 1.5 metre above the present day highest astronomical tide level and will mitigate the
risk of flood throughout the design.

3.5 Air & Climate

The Drogheda to Mornington Greenwayvolves the cortsuction of a high quality cyclg and
pedestrian facility along the length of tHeank of the Rigr Boyne Estuary to Morningtonrhe
objective of the project is to provide a facility for cyclists and pedestriaaustits operational phase

will have nasignificant impact on air qualignd climate. The construction phase of the development
aims to provide &eries obound surfaceand boardwalk sections &f- 4m inwidth for approximately
5.8m. Itis considered that the level of construction traffiquéed for a project of this saawill have

no impact on the local air quality or climate; neither will a construction project of this scale result in
any significant generation of dusthe operation of the Greenway will have no impact on Air Quality
inthe area as it will be used bydists and pedestrians only.

A proposal of this nature has minimal potential for air and climate related impaGtgerall it is
considered that this proposal is likely to have a long term benefinjghct on air anatlimatic factors
as a consequence @dcilitating sustainable modesf transport (cycling and walking). This proposal
will offer an alternativemore sustainablemeans of movemenbetween Drogheda and Mornington
other than byprivate carand the associategotential air emissions associatedtiwthe use of cars
(e.g., CQ NOx, SOx and Rl

3.6 Noise and Vibration

The proposedreenwaywill largely be active idaytime hours only. During operation there will be an
increase in the number of cyclists or pedestrians in the areghaseare expected to have a negligible
impact on noise or vibration in the local environment.
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The proposedyreenway will be adjacento the R150and R15Xoads for large sections and it is not
anticipated that the operation of th&reenwaywould significantly incrase the baseline noise and
vibration levels currently experienced along the proposed route.

All construction wrks will be arried out in compliance with BS5228: Part 1 and the European
Communities (Noise Emission by Equipment for Use Outdoors) Regul&fits which wilkim to
control leves of noiseand vibration during the construction phadeis considered that the levef
construction traffic required for a project of this scale will not result in the creation of any significant
levels of noise ovibration. Furthermoreany construction operations, such as piling, which have the
potential to causenoise and vibratiomvill not be carried out at times which are considered to be noise
sensitive such as early in the morning or late in the evening onglseasons where wintering birds
are migrating to the area. It may also be prudent to consider potential impacts on delinid
porpoises that may be affected by vibration from piling workiitigation measures proposed to
reduce noise and vibration inagts on wildlife and local residents is included in section 5.1.2
(construction phase) and 5.1.5 (operational phase) of HoéA document prepared as part of the
planning submissionThere are also suggested measures to reduce potential noise impactaddiu
section 6.2.3.1 of the NIS report included as part of the planning submisei@se measures will
mitigate the potenial for significant impacts from the proposed development on wildlife and local
residents.

3.7 Material Assets, Cultural Heritagend Archaeolog

County Meath is renowned for its history and wealth of cultural heritage resoultesstudy area
contains several recorded sites and monuments, the intention ofshigion is to map the potential
constraints and highlight those histaailcfeatures which could be integrated into the scheme. A
limited deskbased screening assessment was completedidientify potential cultural and/or
archaeological features that may exist in the vicinity of the proposed greenway rbuteddition to
this desk based assessment a detailed Archaeological and Built Heritage Assessment was completed
as part of the planmig submissioprocesswvhich included site visits andore detail of features along
the proposed route. The screeningxerciseutilised a nunber of sources including the Record of
Monuments and Places, and documentary and cartographic souftesresouresthat were utilised
included the Record of Monuments and Places, @minty Development Plan (Record of Protected
Structures), historic O$apping, aerial photography and www.excavations.ie. These are further
discussed below.

3.7.1 Record of Monuments drPlaces
The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory list of all recardedeological
monuments from the results of the Archalegical Survey of Irelanghder the National Monuments
Act, 1994 2004, sites that are recorded on tirecord oMonuments and Places all receive statutory
protection. The RMP wa® 2y adzf § SR GKNRdzZAK GKS 5SLI NIYSyi
databa® (www.archaeology.ig

3.7.2 Meath County Development Pi@913¢ 2019)
The development plan includes policy objees for the protection of the £ dzy” (c@t@al heritage
and lists items of special interest within its functional area. It Wghitedural Conservation Areas
and also contains a Record of Protected Structwbih includes every structure which is of special
architectural, archaeologicad tistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest within the county
boundaries.
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3.7.3 Meath Industrial Heritage Survey (August 2010)

Within the study area there are a number of features of industrial heritage int@nest of which are
Corn Mills located to the soutbf the existing R151 and R15® windmill also exists in this araad
three small quarry pits. The Dublio Drogheda railway line is located on the western edge of the
study area, as well dse Boyne Viaduct.

In addition to those features of industrial heritage interest noted above, the area also contains several
archaeologichsites (e.g., Maidens Tower and Ladies Finger) in F&jlrdhe approximate locations

of the Recorded Monuments, Protected Structuresd Industrial Heritage Sites are displayed in
Figures3.1, 3.2 and3.3.

A number of the identified features, as idefigd on the ArcGIS viewer evww.archaeology.ie, along

with their zone of notification may fall within the studyrea. Most notable of thse protected
structuresare the Church and graveyard ruins close to the estaarylorningtonand Mornington
Bridge Other features included in the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) from the Archaeological
Survey of Ireland (ASI) are for features that-gegde 1700 AD, these are included in Tahie

Table3.1 ¢ Sites and Monuments Records Features

SMR No : Class Townland

ME021003-- Monumental structure- Masonry circular column (H c. 6m) o Mornington
square base.

ME021004- Watchtower- Square tower with spiral staircase (H ¢. 16m),| Mornington
tapering towards top. Access to parapet through bawalilt
at top of stairs.

ME021001001/2/3 Church- W gable and part of N wall of large church. Coopel Mornington
(Price 1942, 106) describeslaancel arch and an altar tomb
of which there is no evidence now.

ME021001---- Settlement deserted, medieval Mornington

ME021-002 Houseg 17th Century Mornigton

The Zone of Notification indicates the area around the monument whereDigartment of Arts,
Heritage and Gaeltacht (DAHG) would need to be notifieditance of any works. As with all medieval
church and graveyardites, the currentboundary may not indicate the former extent of the site
though because of thehoreline it isunlikely it extended much further north.

Figure3.1 ¢ Archaeological Features in Surrounding Area
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Table3.2 ¢ Protected Structures

RPS ID No Structure Townland Building Type
MH021118 Cottage Mornington House
MH021120 Drogheda North Lighthouse Mornington Lighthouse
MH021121 Ladies Finger Mornington Monument
MH021123 The Boat House Mornington Boathouse
MHO021124 Maiden Tower Mornington Towe

DB148 St James House Lagavooren House
DB149 Weirhope House Lagovooren House
Railway Station -
DB395 Engine Shed Newtown Shed Building
MH021200 Mornington Bridge Mornington Bridge (road)
MHO021201 Milestone Church Street, Mornington| Milestone
MHO02122 Pump Church Street, Mornington Pump
MH021203 Star of the Sea Church of Mornington Church (®F 1)
Ireland Church
MH021204 House Church Street, Mornington| House
MH021100 Eden View; The Grammar Stameen School (former house)
School
MH021101 Bay View Sameen Country House, Gates
and out buildings
DB184 The Boyne Viaduct Yellowbatter Rail viaduct
DB345 Stone Marker Newtown Marker

A more detailed assessment ifentified protected structures has been completes part of he
Archaeological and BuilEnvironment Assessment report completed as part of the planning
application process
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Figure3.2 ¢ Protected Structure Overview
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The combination of both the presence of the church gnaveyard and the €uarinelocation of the

site, would indicate a high archaeological potentidl detailed Archaeological and Built Heritage
Assessment report has been completed as part of the planning submission process to address areas
of archaeologial sensitivity andprovides mitigation measures where considered necessary (see
Section 5 of the Archaeological and Built Heritage Assessment report).
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It ispossiblethat archaeologicafnitigation may be required along this stretohthe proposed route
that may include a g®physical survey prior to excavation ared a minimum may require
archaeologicamonitoringduring excavation of the route pathway.

An Archaeological Impact Assessmbaat beencompleted as part of the planning application and
provides etailed informationon features and mitigation measures that would be implemented as
part of the construction phase of works to protemiltural and archaeological features.

3.8 Landscape

The landscape character of the proposed study is definedastal plain bounded tthe north by the

Boyne River estuary and the east by the Irish Sea. It is characterised by scrubby rolling lowland near
the coast with the estuary, back from the coast, being a steep sided river plain bound by attractive
mixed woodand.

Built developments concentrated within Mornington and Donacarney. However there is significant
ribbon development along the R150 and R151 regional roads as well as along the local road network.
A significant amount of land is zoned for future hagsitransport corridorsgd heavy industrial uses
within the study area.

The proposed greenway route runs along a River Corridor / Estuary landscape area. The route is
located within Landscape Character Area 5 (LCA5) that consists of the Boyne \rgllédgvelopment

in the Boye Valley should be completed so that the character of the valley is maintaineshantt

GHave regard to the fathat the entire Rivercorriddr & RSaA Iyl 4GSR & Iy {1/ XX«
not conflict with the reasons for wtfi these designations habeen madé ® ' 4 adzOK GKS f
design of the greenway and the implementation of mitigation measures included in the EclA, NIS and
Archaeologral and Built Environment Assessment reports would help ensure that the greemiay

be constructed and opeated with thesecriteria in mind.

39 Interrelationships betweenEnvironmental topics

The greater the number of different aspects of the environment which are likely to be affected and
the greater the links between theffects, the more likely significaeffects may occur. Impact inter
relationships/interactions relate to the reactions between impacts within a project and the-inter
relationship between impacts identified under one topic with impacts identified undetremdopic.

The consideration of imaxt interrelationships and interactions provides an opportunity to sioler

the overall impacts of a developmetitat might not be immediately apparent. All above receptors
contribute to the distinctive character of tharea. As part of the proposed del@ment, potential

water quality impacs, loss of land area within the SAC/SPA and noise associated with the construction
phasehave potential to interact with and impact on aquaticeptors, flora and faunaHowever,
based on the mitigation measures thiaave been put forward in sectidhof the EclA and sectidh

of the NIS report prepared as part of the planning application iamyacts are not likelyo have
significant impacts on the receiving environment.
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40 EIARScreening Process

4.1 Environmenal Impact Assessment

Environmental Impact Assessment (ElAthes process of examining the anticipated environmental
effects of a proposed project from consideration of environmental aspects at design stage, through
consultation and preparation of an Emimental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), evaluation of the
EAR by a competent authority, the subsequent decision as to whether the project should be permitted
to proceed.

The EIAR is a report or statement of the effects, if any, which the proposedpribjearried out,

would have on the environment. It is prea by the applicant to inform the EIA proced3irective
2014/52/EUlamending Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and
private projects on the environmenwas transposed into national planning law on the 2 September
2018 through the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2018 (S.l. No. 296 of 2018). Projects which require EIA are listed in Annex | and Annex Il
of the EIA Directive, as amended.

National EIA provisions in relation to planning development consents are contained in the Planning
and Development Act 2000, as amended and in the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as
amended. The requirements éinex | and Annex |l of the ElAdRtive have been transposed into
Schedule 5 (Parts 1 and 2 respectively) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.

Projects listed in Schedule 5 Part 1 requireRgfAhe stated threshold set therein has beamet or
exceeded, or where no threslkds are set.

Schedule 5 Part 2 projects meeting or exceeding the stated national thresholds set out therein, or
where no thresholds are set, also require EIRrojects that do not meet the stated threshold may
still relj dzA NEiI KWSBd&EK 2 f R islrelal Gkelihobd dfi sgBificEnt effects on the environment
arising from the proposed development.

4.2 Nature of the Development for EIAR Screening

Based on the type of development proposed (i.e., Greenway cycleapatipedestrian walkway) a
determination of the legal context of the development was completed to determine how it should
be assessed for ElIARreening.

4.2.1 Determination of Road Development

The legal requirements for Environmental Impact Assessmentaofc development are defined in

the Roads Act (1993) as amended by the Planning and Development Actg 20X) and the Roads

Act (2007), and by Regulations made under the Roads Acts, Elinepean Communities
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (AmendithdRegulations 1989 2001 and the EC Directives
85/337/EC and 97/11/EC. The proposed development falls under the requirements of the Roads Act

a4 aw2l Ré¢ A& RSFAYSR gA0KAY GKS ! OG G2 AyOf dzRSY
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(a) any street, lane, footpath, square, court, alley or passage,

(b) any bridge, viaduct, underpass, subway, tunnel, overpass, overbridge flyover,
carriageway whether single or multiple, pavement or footway,

(c) any weighbridge or other facility for the weighting inspection of vehicles, toll plaza
or other facility for thecollection of tolls, services area, emergency, telephone, first
aid post, culvert, arch, gulley, railing, fence, wall, barrier, guardrail, margin, kerb, lay
by, hard shoulder, island, pedeistn refuge, median, central reserve

Furthermorecyclewayis referred to in Section 68 of the 1993 Act as follows:
cy 6mM0 Ly (GKAa &aSOGA2y aOelOfSgreé¢ YSIFya | L)z f
exclusive use of pedal cyclists or pedal cyclists and pedestrians.
(2) (a) A road authority may construct @herwise provide) and maintain a cycleway.

(b)Wherea road authority constructs or otherwise provides a cycleway it shall by order
declare eitherg

(i) the cycleway is for the exclusive use of pedal cyclists, or

(i) that the cycleway is for the exclusive use pédal cyclists and
pedestrians.

(c) any person who usea cycleway in contravention of an order under paragraph (b)
shall be guilty of an offence.

Therefore, under Section 68 of the 1993 Act the proposed development is considered to be a public
road as outhed in the above description.

4.2.2 EIAR for PubliRoad Projects

A summary of the relevant provisions of the Roads Acts in relation to Environmental Impact
Assasment Reportgor a public road development is set out below.

Section 50 (1) of the RoadstA1993 as amendedtates:

(a) A road authority or the Authority shall prepare a statement of the likely effects on the
SYGANRBYYSY(l OWSYGANBYYSYyllf AYLI OG aidladSySyaQ
consisting of

I.  the construction of a ntorway,
Il.  the construction of a busway,
Ill.  the construction of a service area, or

IV.  Any prescribed type of proposed road development consisting of the

construction of a proposed public road or the improvement of an existing
public road.
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(b)If An Bord Pleandlaoosiders that any road development proposed (other than
development to whictparagraph (a)applies) consisting of the construction of a proposed
public road or the improvement of an existing public road would be likely to have significant
effects on the ewironment it shall direct that the development be subject to an
environmental inpact assessment.

(c)Where a road authority or, as the case may be, the Authority considers that a road
development that it proposes (other than development to whparagraph (3 applies)
consisting of the construction of a proposed public road orithprovement of an existing
public road woulde likely to have significant effects on the environment, it shall inform An
Bord Pleandla in writing prior to making any applicatiorhie Bord for an approval referred
to insection 51(1)n respect of the deelopment.

4.3 EIAR Screening

This EIA Screening Rep(EtASRYyas prepared t@assesdf the proposedoyneGreenwayin totality,
or if specific sections of the proposed Boyne Greay\are likely to havesignificant effectsn the
environmentthat would requirea full EARto be completedfor the proposed development. his
report has been prepared having regard to the following documents:

U EU Directives (85/337/EEC, 2011/92/EU (ded)fand 2014/52/EV);
U the Planning and Delopment Act, 2000 (as amended), particularly Part X;

U the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) (the 2001 Regulations),
particularly Part 10 and Schedules 5 and 7A,;

U European Union (Planning abeévelopment) (Environmental Impact Assessith
Regulations 2018;

U Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanala on carrying out Environmental
Impact Assessment (August 2018); and

U  Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Guidelines for Consembritigts Regarding Stub
Threshold DevelopméfDEHLG, 2003);

U Environmental Impact Assessment of National Road Schemesractical Guide (NRA,
2008); and

U The European Commission Guidelines on EIA Screening (European Commission, 2001).

The 2014 Directive troduces new requirements in relation torsening for EIA, including issuing
determinations as to whethesubthreshold development requires BRA There have not been any
changes to the list of projects contained in Schedule 5 of the 2001 Regulatioias, denives from
Annex | and Il of the 201Directive. The provisions of the 2014 Directive have been transposed into
Irish planning law by the European Union (Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact
Assessmaat) Regulations 2018 and thesedrilations introduced a mandatory process for samang

of all subthreshold developmentsThe 2018 EIA Regulations defines-tuleshold development as:
Ya-dz8NBaK2f R RS@St 2 LIYSy i Q sevdutin/Part 20630Hedulz BIvhilydoes2 F
not equd or exceed, as the case may be, a quantity, area or other limit specified in that Schedule in
respect of the relevant class of development;
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4.4 Mandatory EIR

The legislative requirements which deavhether an EIRis mandatory for @aoadproject are oulined

in Section 50 of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, and in Article 8 of the Roads Regulations, 1994. An

overview of these legislative requirements and their applicability to this road project akeded in

Table3.1.

Table 3.1: Screening Matrix for Maatory EIAR

Mandatory Threshold ‘

Construction of a Motorway

Regulatory Reference

S. 50(1)(a) of the Roads A
1993, as substituted by
9(1)(d)(i) of the Roads Act, 20(

Response

The Greenway Proposal is not
Motorway - Threshold Trigger for
Mandatory EIRis not reached.

Construction of a Busway

S. 50(1)(a) of the Roads A
1993, as substituted by
9(1)(d)(i) of the Roads Act, 20(

TheGreenway Proposal is not a Busw
- Threshold Trigger for Mandatory ERA
is not reached.

Construction of a SengcArea

S. 50(1)(a) of the Roads A
1993, as substituted by
9(1)(d)(i) of the Roads Act, 20(

TheGreenway Proposal is not a Serv
Area- Threshold Trigger for Mandatory
EIARis not reached.

Prescribed type of propose
road development

1 The construcion of a new
road of four or more lanes
or the realignment or
widening of an existing roa
S0 as to provide four or mori
lanes, where such new,
realigned or widened roa(
would be eight kilometres o
more in length in a rura
area, or 500 metres or mor
inlength in an urban area

1 The construction of a nev
bridge or tunnel which
would be 100 metres ol
more in length

Article 8 the Road;
Regulations, 1994  (Rog
development prescribed for the
purposes of S. 50(1)(a) of th
Roads Act, 1993

of

1 TheBoyneGreenwg Proposal does
not involve the construction of a roa
with four or more lanes or any othe
criteria  (e.g., realignment o
widening. Although ABP ma
consider the GreenwayRublic Rad
under S50 of the Roads Act, the wid
and length 5.9 km) is less tan the
8km criteria- Threshold Trigger fo
Mandatory EIARis not reached.

1 The Greenway Proposal does n
involve the constructiorof a bridge
or tunnel that would be 100m on
greater - Threshold Trigger fo
Mandatory EIARis not reached.

Based on the sizand criteria of the proposeBoyneGreenway proposal, the proposed development
does not meet the thresholdhat require a mandatory ERunder Section 50 of the Roads Act 1993,

as amended

JRE
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5.0 SUBTHRESHOLD DEVELOPMENT SCREENING

The European Union I@hning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2018 introduced a mandatory process for screening of aliterdshold developments. The 2018 EIA
Regulations defines stthreshold development as:

Y a-thr@sholdR S @St 2 LIY S yuelopmahBdf a/tgpe det out in Part 2 of Schedule 5 which does
not equal or exceed, as the case may be, a quantity, area or other limit specified in that Schedule in
respect of the relevant class of development;

In accordance with Aitle 120 of the 200Planning and Development Regulations, as amended, a
screening was undertaken to establish if the proposed development would be likely to have significant
effects on the environment by virtue of its nature, size or location. As therégw WNBS I fwitd G A O R?2
regard to the likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed
development, particularly noting its sensitive estuarine location and proximity to a Special Protection

Area (SPA) and Special Area afigeovation (SAC),\itas held that a Screening Determination would

be required in accordance with Article 120(1)(ii) of the 2001 Regulations.

As the proposed Boyne Greenway Project is a Local Authority development, this preliminary
examination was carriedut in accordance \h the provisions of Article 120 dfe 2001 Planning and
Development Regulations, as amendad having regard to:

U Schedule 7Criteria for Determining whether development listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5
should be subject to an Envinmental Impact Asses®ent, and

U Schedule 7Anformation to be provided by the Applicant for the purposes of Screening Sub
threshold development for Environmental Impact Assessment

5.1 SubThresholdScreening Exercise

Where a proposed road development would be located oriade environmental sites (see Tale

1), the road authority shall decide whether the proposed road development would be likely to have
significant effects on the environment. The main issues, inctihrdext of the possible need for ERA

of subthresholddevelopment, is whether or not such development is likely to have significant effects
on the environment.
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Table5-1: Environmental Sites

SubThreshold Road Development ‘ Regulatory Reference

If An Bord Pleanala considers that any road development propastber(than | Section 5@. (1) (b) of
development to whiclparagraph (ajapplies) consisting of the construction of| the Roads Act, 199&s
proposed public road or the improvement of an existing public road would be | amended

to have signifiant effects on the environment it shall direct that the developrng
be subject to an environmental impact assessment.

Where a road authority or, as the case may be, the Authority considers tloaids| Section 50 (1) (c) of
development that it proposes (other than development to whpanagraph | the Roads Act, 199&s
(a)applies) consisting of the construction of a proposed public road or| amended
improvement of an existing public road would be likely to have significant ef
on the environmentjt shall inform An Bord Pleafain writing prior to making any
application to the Bord for an approval referred tosection 51(1)n respect of the
development.

Where a proposed roadevelopment (other than development to which Section 5 (1) (d) of
mandatory requirement applies) consigy of theconstruction of a proposed the Roads Act, 1998s
public road or the improvement an existing public road would be located on | amended

certain environmental sites, the road authority concerrgddll decide whether
the proposed road development would or would not be likelyhave significant
effects on the environment. The sites concerned are:

(i) a European Site, meaning

(i) a candidate site of Community Importance,

(iii) a site ofCommunity Importance,

(iv) a candidate Special Area of Conservation,

(V) a Special Area ob@servation,

(vi) a candidate Special Protection Area, or

(vii) a Special Protection Area

(viii) Land established or recognised as a nataserve within the

meaning of section 15 dr6 of the Wildlife Act1976 (No. 39 of 1976)

(iX) Land designated asrafuge for fauna undesection 17 of the Wildlifé\ct,
1976 (No. 39 01976)

5.1.1 Schedule Triteriafor SubThreshold Development Screening

Directive 2014/52/EU contains guidance for Member Stateteims of deciding whether or not a
RSOSt2LIYSyid Aa tA1Sfe (G2 KI@S aarayArAFTFAolyld STFS
way of critgia set out in Annex Ill of the Directive. The critesé out in Annex llare included in

Schedule 7 ofhe Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 as amended, under the heading:
Criteria for Determining whether development listed in Part 2 of Sébddahould be subject to an
Environmental Impact Assessmgand aregrouped under three headingad areoutlined in Téle

5-2 and are further discussed below.
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Table5-2 ¢ Schedule Bcreening Criteria for Determining Likely Significant Effects
Characteristics of Proposed Development
The characteristics of proposed development, in particular:

(a) the size andlesign of the whole of the proposetévelopment

(b) cumulation with other existing development and/or development the subject of a consent for
proposed development for the purposes of section 172(1A)(b) of the Act and/or development
any development consetfor the purposes of the Environméal Impact assessment Directive by
or under any enactment

(c) the nature of any associated demolition works

(d) the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil water and biodiversity

(e) the production of waste

() pollution and nuisance;

(g) the risk of majoaccidents, and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned, inclu
those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge; and

(h) the riskto human health (for example, due to water contamiion or air pollution)

Location of Proposed Development
The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affectétaelproposed developmentyith
particular regardo:

(a) the existingand approvedand use,
(b) the relative abundanceavaihbility, quality andregenerative capacity of natural resources
OAYOf dzZRAY3a az2Afts fFYyRZI 461 GSNIIFYR 0A2RAOSN
(c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the following
areas:
(i) wetlands, riparian area, river mouths;
(ii) coastal zones and the marine environment;
(iii) mountain and forest areas,
(iv) nature reserves and parks,
(v) areas classified or protected under legislation, inclutiatura 2000 areas designated
pursuant tothe Habitats Directig and the Birds Directive; and
(vi) areasin which there has already been failure to meet the environmental quality standal
laid down in legislation of the European Union and relevant to the project, or in which i
considered thathere is such a faile;
(vii) densely populated areas,
(viii) landscapeand sitesof historical, cultural or archaeological significance.

Types andCharacteristics of Potential Impacts
Thelikely significant effects on the environment of proposexelopment inrelation to criteria set out
under paragraphs 1 and 2, with regard to the impact of the project on the factors specified in paragra
O00VOAVOLY (2 020 2F (GKS RSTAYAIGAZ2Y 2F WSy JANIT
taking into acount;
(a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example, geographical area and size of th
population likely to be affected;
(b) the nature of the impact,
(c) thetransboundary naturef the impact,
(d) theintensity and complexity of theripact;
(e) the probability of the impact;
() the expected onsetduration, frequency and reversibility of the impact
(g) .the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and or development the subje
a consent for proposed developmeifur the purpose s of ection 172(1A)(b) of the Act and/or
development the subject of any development consent for the purposes of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Directive by or under any other enactment, and
(h) The possibility of effectively reducing the impact
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51.1.1 Characteristics of the Proposed Development

(a) The size and design of the Proposed Development

¢CKS LINRP2SOG RSaAaAday Aa asSi 2dzi Ay RSOFAf gAGKAY
2 of this report.The proposed route starts in theastern suburban area of Drogheda Town, travels

through both rural and suburban areas and ermisthe Tower / Crook Road Junction east of
Mornington Village. The proposed Greenway development is approximately 5.9km in lengtitand 3

in width. Approximatef 4.1 km of the Greenway route is located directly alongside the R&fibnal

Roadand The R151 RegiahRoad, and 1.8km of the Greenway is away from the RegionalsRmad

ensure both a safe continuation of the route and the retentionhef views acrosthe Boyne Estuary.

The proposed development will be a cycleway and pedestiate (Greenway and does not meet

the mandatory threshold for EIAR.

The 4.1km section of the proposed greenway to be constructed alongside or very close to the road
edge woull consist of bituminous construction in accordance with the recommendations of the TII
Design Manual fioRoads and Bridges (Tl DMRB). Vegetation on the verge would be cleared with
limited excavation. The paved surface consist of imported granular sulvhatial on a geotextile
separator and finished with approximately 100mm of bituminous surfacing witith of the paved
sections of the greenway will be limited to 4 metres and be bounded on either side with a kerb.

The 1.8 km section of the proposedegnway to be constructed away from the road is located within

the Boyne EstuargPAand Boyne Coast ariestuarySACarea. It is proposed that this section of the
greenway will be elevated on a boardwalk construction to minimise impacts on habitat whthin t
Boyne Estuary SPA and Boyne Coast and Estuargr&&@nd reduce the use of natural resources
within the Boyne Estuary SPA and Boyne Coast and Estuagr&isQi.e., soil, land and habitat). The
boardwalk will be limited to a maximum width of 4 me$ be constructed using propriety recycled
plastic elements. The boardwalk construction would be Hame mini piles (i.e., 200mm x 100mm)

that will be piled into the underlying ground (depth will depend on geological conditions to provide a
solid base).The recycled plastics have been used in previous Greenway developments and are robust
and longlasting.

It is envisaged that the project will include the following general werks:
w wSY2@If 2F a2YS O@SNHS @S3Sil gkehway Adi@the edgésS NERB I F
of the Regional Roads

w { dz2NF I OS -kongidnmt Bolnd Suyface with tarmacadam surface finish. The width of the
Greenwaywill be circadm.

wBridge / culvert installation at Mornington Bridge and at existing surface waién d

w S5NIAYIF3IS 2Nl a OLINRPGAAAZ2Y 2F RNIAYlF3AS OKIFIyySt 3
w / NRPaaaAy3al LRAYG 62N a

w . 2dzyRFNE GNBI GYSyi

w {A3ylI3AS

W

LyadglrttAay3a aiyAa t Af S& Aalfow fodzReTidstaliation of & raidedl 2 2 R L.
boardwalk
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(b) Cumulation with other exiBng and/or approved projects

The proposed development will be a low energy and low impact development that would not be
considered to have significant impacts even in cumulation with other developments in the area (e.g.,
schools, residential properties drRegional Roads) as long las mitigation measures outlined in the
EclA, NI&nd Archaeological and Built Environment Assessment repamtsimplemented in the
construction and operational phases.

(c) Nature of any associated demolition works

There ae no demolition worksissociated with the proposed greenway development

(d) The use of natural resources, in particular land, soil water and biodiversity

The use of naturaltesources for the construction of the greenway would involve the shallow
excavation ofkoil along the vergesf the Regional Roads for the bound surface sections and would
also involve the loss of vegetation along the verges of the Regional R&radscological Impact
AssessmentEclA) otthe preferred greenway route, which will be submittedth the application
indicated the loss ofegetation losgo the proposed development and the mitigation measures that
would be put in place to minimise impacts (section 4.1.2.1 of EEH#ere may also be the loss of trees
and hedging as part of the @posed development. Adetailed Arboricultural Assessment,
Arboricultural Impact and Tree Protection Strategy Repbthe preferred greenway route was also
completed and has outlined the trees that could be impacted and removed as part of the proposed
development and has put forward mitigation measures (Section 9) and a tree protection strategy
(Section 10) to minimespotential impacts There would also be a requiremefdr imported base
material and bitumen for the bound greenway sectioi®me naturafesources will be required for

the construction, such as crushed stone, howeverriigese ofexcavated sowvill reduce the need to
import soil Thereis no perceivedequirement for water abstractiofor the proposed development

The installation of a liaed boardwalk on piles (100mm x 100mm) would reduce any potential loss of
biodiversity within the SAC/SPA areabe Boardwalk will be raised above ground to preserve grasses
and vegetation and mudflat areas and will result only in a loss of a neghbgitdant of habitat where

the piles are installed. These would be completed under strict supervision efaagicé clerk of
works with the authorisation to stop workes outlined in sectiob.1.20f the EcIA.

(e) The production of waste

There will be a smbVolume of waste material from the construction of the proposed Greenway. All
waste produced during the constructigghase will be stored appropriately before being moved from
site by a licenced contractor for recycling, or disposal depending on theofypaste.

) Pollution and nuisance

The most sensitive environmental receptors within the study area are the Boyn¢ &wh&stuary

SAC and the Boyne Estuary SPA. During construction, polluting material has the potential to cause
environmental effects, howear the likelihood and severity of these effects will be minimised through
compliance with the NRA/TII Environmendsld Construction Guidelines, IFI Guidelines 2016 and the
employment of construction management best practice. During operation, the propGsednway

will reduce air pollutant emission levels in the area through encouraging the switch from the use of
carsto the use of bicycle and walking facilitig3isruption to existing traffic and to local land
owners/tenants and property owners/tenantsicéde expected as may constitute a degree of nuisance
during the construction stage.
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Q) Risk of Major Accidents

The risk of accidents associated with the development is limited mainly to potential hydrocarbon
spillages or an uncontrolled release of sedimeutig construction. No other risks of major accidents
and/or disasters which are relevant to the project cemed, including those caused by climate
change have been identified. As part of this the potential for landslides, flood risk and wildfires has
been taken into account. A flood risk assessment has been completed for the proposed greenway
development (anawill be submitted with the planning application) and indicates that the proposed
development, although within a flood zone for short sections| & constructed at an elevation
above the flood zone (i.e., raised boardwalk) in these areas.

No hazardousactivities are proposed which would pose a significant risk to habitats or the
environment during construction. Any works that are located witlgnsitive areas (SAC/SPA) would
be completed under strict supervision of an ecological overseer as outlindd.ip of the Ecl4o
mitigate any significant impacts. During the operational phase it is anticipated that the risk of road
traffic accidents andassociated pollution risks will be reduced due to the provision of amoafi
transport corridor. During tke construction stage, the likelihood of an accidental spillage of
construction materials into the aquatic environment will be managed through twp#@ion of strict

best practice construction management.

(h) Risk to Human Health

Any dinking water abstractiorpoints serving oneoff developments in the areahould not be
negatively impacted if theCIRIA Guideline Document C58dntrol of Water Pollutionrém
Construction Siteand C648 Control of water pollution from linear construction projactsfollowed.

Positive impacts on human health are likely to arise at operational stage through the provision and
use of an offfoad transport and amenity corra. Standard health and safety precautions will be
required at design, construction and operation stages.

5.1.1.2 Location of Proposed Development

(a) The existing and approved land use.

Land uses along the length of the proposed Greenway development csempiinly of grass verge
along the northern side of the R150 and R151 Regional Roads (i.e., approximately 4.1 km in length
with a limited section (i.e., 1.8km) of the Greenway is awayfthe Regional Road and within the
southern boundary of the Boyne &st and Estuary SAC and the Boyne Estuary SPA. There are areas
of coastal plain bounded to the north by the Boyne River estuary and the east by the Irish Sea. It is
characterised by schby rolling lowland near the coast with the estuary, back from thestdeing a

steep sided river plain bound by attractive mixed woodland. Built development is concentrated within
Mornington and Donacarney. There is also significant ribbon developniemg she R150 and R151
regional roads as well as along the local raativork. A significant amount of land to the south of the
R150 and B51 is zoned for future housing.
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(b) The relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the @a and its underground.

The proposed development is adjacent to, and climsthe existing Regional Roads for large sections
and would only require limited shallow excavation that wouldjeaerallylimited to the width of the
greenway trail only (i.egpproximately 4.5m to allow for thd mwide greenway srfacewith minor
allowance either side for constructiamorkspurposes) It is intended that any excavated soils would
be reused at other sdions of the development were possible and that an ecoldgiterk of works
would ensure that the route would not remove or disturb natural resources that would impact the
abundance, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources in the areao Bigelow impact
nature of the proposed development oncertstruction has been completed it is not considered that
the proposed development would any significant impact.

(c) The absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attentio the
following areas:

(i) wetlands, riparian areas, river wuths;

The Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC and the Boyne Estuamui@PAdjacentwith the route of the
proposed Greenway. There asalt marshlanchabitats locatedwithin the area of the RiveBoyne
Watercoursesthat can be sensitive to pollution, particutly to the potential increased levels of
suspended solids during the construction stage. Suspended solidaffsitfs aquatic life particularly
larger animalsuch as fish, most criticallyhen it settles in spawning areaghere is also the potential

for the disturbance of wintering birds during feeding along the foreshore and mudflats and ground
roosting above the high tide mark. The mampacts include:

9 Physical obstructions to upstream and downstream migration bathring and after
construction;

1 Impacts on wintering birds feeding and roosting areas during construction and operational
phases. Construction works should be completed in late Spring and Sumaweid impacts
on wintering birds using the Boyne valley SAC area.

9 Disturbance of spawningeds during constructiolq care must be taken to ensure that no
spawning grounds are disturbed and that works are not completed during spawning (i.e.,
typicallybetween November and January).

9 Potential impacts on dolphins and porpoises from impact pesicusvibration during piling
activities; and

9 Point source pollution incidents during construction

Avoidance and control measures will be implemented during areat ebnstruction in order to reduce
the risk of these impactand are includedn Sectios 5.1.2 through5.1.60f the EclA accompanying
the planning application

(i) coastal zones and the marine environment;

The proposedyreenwaydevelopmentwill end at thejunction of Tower Road / Crook Road east of
Mornington and therefore will not extend intdve coastal zone dflornington Beach and will not have

any direct impact on coastal zones and the marine environment. There may be activities related to
construction works along the estuary that could result in indirect impacts, including; siltation from
sediment loss duringexcavation, fuel leaks and potential piling vibration impacts on marine fauna
(e.g., dolphing
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It is envisioned that there wibe no significant impact on coastal zones and the marine environment
during construction works if the mgation measures olited in sectiorb of the EclA and sectidh2.3
of the NIS are implemented.

() mountain and forestareas;

There are no mountain ranges within the study area. Furthermore there@ferest areas along the
proposed route.

(iv) naturereserves and parks;

There are no nature reserves or parks affected by the proposed Greenway.

(v) areasclassified or protected under legislation; including Natura 2000 areas designated
pursuant to the Habitats Directive and Birds Directive;

The Boyne Coast drEstuary SAC and the Boyne Estuary SPA are located adjacent to the proposed
Greenway locatiorfor large sections An Ecological Impact Assessment (Eeid Natura Impact
Statement (NIS) was completed as part of the design phase of the proposed greand/ayill
accompany the planning application. Within the EclA and NIS documents are a number of suggested
design and control measures that would mitiggtetential impacts. Section 6 of the EclA indicates

that the residual impacts from the constructioméoperation of the proposed Greenway would not

be significant. Similarly, the conclusions in section 7 of tigerdibortalso indicate that the proposk
development would not have significant impactsamy of the European sitéémitigation measures

were employed as part of the construction and operational phases.

(vi) areas in which there hagslready been a failure to meet the environmentajuality
standards, laiddown in legislation of the European Union and relevant to the project, or in
which itis considered that there is such a failure;

From theavailableinformationthere are no known aream the proposed developmeti which the
environmental quality standards have already been exceeded. All relevant environmental quality
standardsmustbe achered to during constructiomorks

(vii) densely populatedireas;

The proposed route is locatash the eastern suburbsf Droghedaown for the initial section of the
proposed Greenway (i.eQrogheda Railway StatiprAfter the FLO Gas yard travelliegst towards
Mornington, the area becomes more rural in nature adaellings are sparsely located atpnoute

for the rest of its duration. These residential areas will benefit from a Greenway by providing a safe
cycleway and pedestrialink between Morningbn and Droghed&own that can be used by cyclist
commuters and recreational user§he greenway wdd also provide connections to schools along

the route (i.e., Le Cheile Educate Together, Bhradain Feasa Primary School and Drogheda Grammar
Schools).Noneof the sections of the greenway are located within densely populated areas.

(viii) landscapes and sites dfistorical, cultural or archaeological significance.

The nature of the proposed Greenway along the Estuary foreshore, with areas of hardcore pathway
piling and boardwalk, is unlikely to have any significant impact on the landscape of the area. During
the constructiorphasethe presence of plant and machinewill detract from certain views. However

this is considered to be only a temporary impact ethis easily offset by the benefits accrued at the
operational stage.
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As part of the planning application works an Archaeologi@at Built HeritageAssessmentvas
completed and shows thahe area is relatively rich in cultural heritage possessing a runob
recorded monuments and protected and proposed protected structures. However, it is considered
that the Greenway will have no direct negative impact onmmynuments or structures. The proposed
project, with the correct archaeological and architectungritage supervision during construction,
would serve to enhance heritage sites through improved access and interpretation. The identification
of all heritagdeatures and appropriate mitigation measuras included in section 5 and Appendix 7

of the archaeological and built heritage assessmeaport that will accompany the Planning
submission.

5.1.1.3 Types and Characteristics of Potential Impacts

(a)the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example, geographical area and size of the
populdion likely to be affected

The proposed Greenway consists of-48 wide, paved and boardwalk corridor of approximately
5.9km in length. with approximately 4.Irkof the route directly alongside the Regional Road, and
1.8km away from the route of the roam ensure both a safe continuation of the route and the
retention of the views across the Boyne Estuaie preparation of an Ecological Impact Assessment
andNatura Impact Statement as part of the planning process have addressed the potential impacts
from the construction and operation of the greenway and provide mitigation measures to ensure that
there are no significant impacts from the proposed development.

(b) the nature of the impact

Human Beings, Population and Human Healtliemporary constructio stage related nuisance
associated with traffic disruption and noise. On completion, development is likely to have positive
implications for thepopulation of the wider area (driver for employment). Facilitation of walking and
cycling is likely to impagtositively on human health.

Biodiversity. Flora and Fauna & Watérrhe route of the proposed greenway would result in the loss

of some habitat da to shallow excavation works required for the construction of the bound surface
sections of the greenway with the SAC/SPA areas. There may also be some initial impact with the
installation of the mini piles for the construction of the raised boardvgalétions of the greenway and

if trees need to be removed there may be an impact on bat roosts in the areder\Wgacts may

come from discharges of sediment and anthropogenic inputs to the River Boyne and Stagrennan
Stream during construction.

Noise Impats - The works associated with the construction of the proposed development (i.e.,
mechanical excavation anaini piling works) would be the main noise impacts. These would be
mainly duringthe construction phase. During the operational phase there beadisruption related

to the use of the greenway and dogs barking while being walked.

Landscape The main actions of the greenway would be immediately besidelose to the existing
Regional Roads and would therefore not have any visual or landscape impact in the area. Where the
greenway bitumen route diverts away from the Road it is understood that the amand the trail

would be allowed to grow naturally gbat the trail would blend intdhe environment.
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Theboardwalk sections would have some initial impact but would consist of natural colours so as to
blend into the existing area as much as possible.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritag&he area is relatively rich in cultural heritage possessing a number
of recorded monuments and protected and proposed protected structures.

(c) the transboundary nature of the impact

There are nadentified transboundary impacts associated with the proped Greenway development.

(d) the intensity and complexity of the impact

Air Quality and Climate

The Drogheda to Mornington Greenwayvolves the construction of a high quality cycling and
pedestrian facility along theehgth of thebank of the River Boyne Estuary to Mornington Beddte
objective of the project is to provide a facility for cyclists and pedestrians thus in its apebihase

it will have no significant impact on air quality and climate. The constnugihase of the development
aims to provide &eries ofbound surfaceand boardwalk4m in width for approximately 5.8m. It is
considered that the level of constructidraffic required for a project of this scale will have no impact
on the local air qualy or climate; neither will a construction project of this scale result in any
significant generation of dustThe operation of the Greenway will have no impact onQuality in

the area as it will be used by cyclists and pedestrians only.

Noise and Vibation

The proposedreenwaywill largely be active in daytime hours only. During operation there will be an
increase in the number of cyclistsmedestrians in the area btiteseare expected to have a negligible
impact on noise or vibration in the looahvironment. The proposegreerway will be adjacent to the
R150 road for large sections and it is not anticipated that the operation ofGieerway would
significantly increase the baseline noise and vibration levels currently experienced along thequtop
route.

All construction works will be carried out in compliance with BS5228: Part 1 and the European
Communities (Noise Emission by EquipmiemtUse Outdoors) Regulations, 2001 which will aim to
control levels of noise and vibration during the comstion phase. It is considered that the level of
construction traffic required for a project of this scale will not result in the creation of gmjfisant

levels of noise or vibration. Furthermore any construction operations, such as piling, whicthkave
potential to cause noise and vibration will not be carried out at times which are considered to be noise
sensitive such as early in the mornioiglate in the evening or during seasons where wintering birds
are migrating to the area. It may also be gemt to consider potential impacts on dolphins and
porpoises that may be affected by vibration from piling workiitigation measures proposed to
reduce noise and vibration impacts on wildlife and local residents is included in section 5.1.2
(constructionphase) and 5.1.5 (operational phase) of the EclA document prepared as part of the
planning submission. There are also suggested measures to redigdial noise impact included in
section 6.2.3.1 of the NIS report included as part of the planning sgsmmisThese measures will
mitigate the potential for significant impacts from the proposed development on wildlife and local
residents.
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Soils and Geology

Due to the scale of the project and the minimal nature of excavation required it is not anticifhated

there will be any significant impacts to soils and geology as a consequence of the construction or
operation of the proposed Greenway scheme.

Hydrology
The principal potential impacts to surface water are associated with discharges to theingceiv

watercourses. The River Boyne runs adjacent to the proposed development route and the Stagrennan
Stream. During construction there is the potential pmilution of theBoyne Estuary and Stagrennan
Streamfrom sediment loading and associated anthropag polluting substances as a result of
surface water ruroff or spills on site. It is considered that the enforcement of industry best practice
pollution prevention measures will prevent the occurrence of a pollution event (for example CIRIA
Guideline Doument C532Control of Water Pollution from Construction Sitewl C648 Control of
water pollution from linear construction projects)f appropriate contrés are put in place it is
anticipated that there will be no impact to hydrology or water qualityidg the construction or
operational phase. Thgreenwaywill not create any traffic pollutants impacting on the water system.

Hydrogeology
Hydrogeological assessment addresses the potential impact of the proposed project on groundwater

features and grondwater flow regime.As theGreenwaywill be mainlylocated on the surfacevith
minimal excavation works (i.e., only clearing of vegetatim levelling of pathjhere will be no
requirement for any significant cut or fill, it is considered that theri# e no significant impact on
the groundwater regimeat these locations. Where piling works for boardwalk areas along the
foreshore area rguired, any impact would not be expected to impact on the local hydrogeology but
that may be dependent on the déeptof piling required during construction.

Ecology (Flora and Fauna)

The route lies alongsidbe Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC and the Bastnary SPA, which are areas
of ecological significance. As part of thanning application an EcglArboriculturd Assessment,
Arboricultural Impact and Tree Protection Strategy Report (Arboricultural AssessamehylS were
prepared for the proposed dedopment. The reports put forward a number of mitigation measures
to protect ecological receptors and if theseeamployed the EclAdrboricultural Assessmeand NIS
documents conclude that there would not be a significant impact from the proposedaaveint.

Archaeology, Architecture and Cultural Heritage

The area is relatively rich in cultural heritage possegsh number of recorded monuments and
protected and proposed protected structures. However, it is considered thaGiteenwayproject

will have no direct negative impact on any monuments or structufiene proposed project, with the
correct archaeologicahnd architectural heritage supervision, will serve to enhance heritage sites
through improved access and interpretation. Identification of all heritage features and appropriate
mitigation measures (g., archaeological monitoring, in particular along énea close to Mornington
Church and Mornington Bridge) should be included as part of any planning submis§hamn.
conclusions of the Archaeological and Built Heritage Assessment completed as {hertptdnning
application indicate that th@roposed greaway is considered to be low impact in nature, due to the
limited requirement for groundworks Theimplementation ofthe mitigation strategy outlined in
section 5 of theArchaeologicahssessmentvould further ensure that impacts were minimised
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