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Construction of the Boyne Greenway
Drogheda to Mornington, Co Meath and Co Louth

The road in its current state is not adequately designed for active
travel A footpath or any cycling infrastructure doesn’t exist along
most of the road. With several schools located along this road, stu-
dents should be provided with a safe way to and from their school
that promotes active travel. The greenway will increase the number
of children using active transport to scheol. Unless the cycling or
pedestrian network is suitable for all ages people won’t be enticed
out of their cars.

Laytown, Bettytown, Mornington and South Drogheda have been
experiencing a population explosion. Laytown, Bettystown and
Mornington’s population alone is set to increase by 60% from 11,872
(CSO 2016) t0 12,000 by 2025. Despite the projected increase in popu-
lation the cycle and pedestrian infrastructure is very poor or simply
doesn’t exist in many cases. For these new housing developments
to be successful and for people to have a higher quality of life in
the area needs amenities such as cycling infrastructure, public
walkways etc... The greenway would cover many of these areas. The
last time there was significant housing development in this region
there was little to no investment that promoted active travel. There
must be this time around.

Along with the population increase, school populations in the vicin-
ity of the Grammar School are exploding — 1,000 mere students will
be attending schools on Mill Road in the next 4 years. As mentioned
previously there is no continuous footpath from these schools into
Drogheda town — this is simply not right.

Connectivity with other greenways and cyclings routes.

If this project goes ahead, it will assist in other developments in
Fingal, Meath and Louth. Recently the government announced it is
to spend €153,000 building a 54km grey way cycle track along the
former Drogheda to Dundalk road (N1/Ri32). Hopefully, this will give
a greater impetus to invest in further cycling infrastructure in the
region. It would be great to see all of the major population centres
of the North East connected via active travel. The greenway would
do this if it is given the go-ahead.

Best international practice.

The coastlines of France, the Netherlands and many other European
countries have cycle routes on the majority of coastline in their
countries. We can see during the current pandemic how these
countries are benefiting from investing years ago in outdoor public
amenities.








