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Our Case Number: ABP-307652-20

An
Bord
Pleanala

Date: 26th May 2022

Re: Construction of the Boyne Greenway, pedestrian and cycleway linking Drogheda Town in Co. Louth
to Mornington Village in Co. Meath
Townlands at Ship Street in Drogheda, Co. Louth to Mornington Village in Co. Meath

Dear Sir,
An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

Please nofe that the proposed development shall not be carried out unless the Board has approved it
with or without modifications.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.
Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or

telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Hm MAUE

Kleraff Somers ¢/
Executive Officer
Direct Line; 01-8737250
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An Bord Pleanala

64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

D01 va02

20/05/2022

Ref: Construction of Boyne Greenway Drogheda to Mornington, Co Meath & Co Louth

An Bord Pleanala Ref ABP-307652-20

To whom it may concern,

I wish to submit my objection to An Bord Pleanala for the proposed “Boyne Greenway” to be located
In Momington, Co Meath. The Grounds supporting my objection of this planning application are

detailed below:

Privacy

I have viewed the Boyne Greenway maps online and in the Meath County Council offices in Duleek
and have failed to locate an elevation plan / montage views of the structure of the Greenway that Is
directly oppasite 15 seciuded residential houses which are closest in proximity to the river edge. |
have included below the montage views that are available either side of this residential stretch but

there are none that are relative to us.
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Our Living Room and two children’s bedrooms are located at the front of our bungalow facing the
estuary, as the below coast road R151 is much lower there are no privacy concerns. With the
Greenway structure being 4 meters in width {elevation plan unknown) our property will be
overlooked by users of the Greenway. 1 have Included an extract from a local newspaper estimating
up to 1,300 users a day in the summer months and up to 900-1,000 people in the winter months.
This is a grave privacy concern for our family and a serious negative impact to our daily life,
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Parking

I have viewed the Boyne Greenway maps online and in the Meath County Council offices in Duleek
and have failed to identify any designated Greenway car parking, It is inevitable that people will
drive to walk on the Greenway. With the Bettystown Beach car parking ban, there has been a
negative impact on local residents. [n summer months the Golf Links Road and Tower Road is
completely impassable with cars parked either side of road hindering oncoming traffic and




pedestrians. Unfortunately the solution of opening the local school carpark was not sufficient as it is
located too far from the beach. With no proposed car park for any further additional Greenway
visitars/traffic to the area means exasperating already congested roads and pathways.

Speclal Protection Area

| have included extracts below from national newspapers in regards to the current Old Bridge
Greenway. It highlights the negative impact of vandalism and litter created by/on the boardwalk.
There are no clean up committees or bins along the route. As this proposed Greenway carves
through a Special Protection Area, litter/ vandalism would have 3 profound negative effect on the
special conservation species and their habitat. The EU Birds Directive pays attention to wetlands and
as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated water birds are of spetial conservation
interest.
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% you're dead right. The rubbish is
disgusting. | will ralse it with the Meath
Councillors to see If anything can be
done. Thanks,



Anti-social Behaviour

t have included current extracts below from national newspapers in regards to the current anti-social
behaviour on the Old Bridge Greenway. As a family of young children this is of serious concern for
our family and the guality of life we will experience.
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Louth woman traumatised after morning assault on
Oldbridge boardwalk

Gartdai hunt tman in his 30s
Alocal woman has been left seriously traumatised following an unprovoked
assault by a man on the Oldbridge boardwalk last week.

The woman. who does not want to be named, was attacked bv an unidentified
man as she walked her dog along the beauty spot under the Bovne Cable
Bridge at around 8am last Tuesday morning April 19th.

Gardai were notified and are investigating the circumstances. however no one
has been questioned about the incident.

The man is said to be in his late 30s, tall and unshaven with thinning hair,
speaking with a non-Irish accent. and at the time of the assault, was wearing a
red t-shirt, and grey tracksuit bottoms, dirty from the knees down.

It is the second alleged assault in the area in a week. as nvo women have
reported another incident on the Bridge of Peace where their car was
approached by a man as they were stopped in traffic. It is not known if there is a
connection betiveen the incidents.

Local gardai issued a short statement last Friday.

"Gardaf are investigating an incident of assault of a woman {40s) which
occurred at approximately 8am in the Old Bridge area, Drogheda, 19th April
2022. Investigations are ongoing”.

The woman who is in her 40s was approached bv the male, who grabbed her by
the hair as she walked the boardwalk, where she was dragged 1o the ground,
and punched and kicked by her assailant.



Her small dog was also kicked, and is still in serious condition with internal
bleeding.

A man walking nearby intervened. and managed to help the terrified \woman
and dog into a car.

She was treated for minor injuries and shock.

There have been reports that the man was seen topless and in an agitated state
later on the boardwalk, and also in various other locations around the town,

~She is still verv affected by what happened her and thankfuliy isn't badly
injured but is still very shocked,” said her cousin. speaking to the Drogheda
Independent.

"Me and the family combed the area that day until evening, to see if we could
see him, and we were told he approached nivo other women on the same path
at11.10am, but gardai haven't been able to find him.”

Anyone with information is asked to contact Drogheda Garda station on 041
9874200.
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Women who have been attacked in Drogheda urged to
contact gardai immediately

Reports of attacks being posted oh social media

Drogheda Gardai are appealing for assistance from the public following
numerous alleged attacks on women in the area,

They are appealing to anv of the injured parties in these cases and ask that they
ring or contact An Garda Siochéna.

Hoping to renew confidence in the area, they have asked anyone affected by
these attacks to please come forward and appropriate action will be taken.

Speaking at the Drogheda Joint Policing Committee this week Supt Andrew
Watters stated the earlier Gardai are alerted, the more help they are able to
provide.



Instead of immediately resorting 1o social media and posting there, they have
asked the public to instead contact the Garda office. alerting them as quickly as
possible. There is potential to lose valuable evidence if not contacted
immediately and it allows the culprit to flee the scene.

If contacted within the appropriate timeframe. An Garda Siochédna can review
CCTV footage in Lhe area before it is 100 late.

“Please pickup the phone,” Superintendent Andrew Watters said, “We take
these situations very seriously.” adding that thev wish to rid the town of these
violent acts.

Since the recent alleged attacks. Drogheda Gardai have increased patrols in
the town where these incidents have happened.

"Come forward and talk to us, vour call will be treated very seriously and
promptly,” added Superintendent Watters.

Alternative to calling the Drogheda Garda Office number, those affected can
call 999 and a patrol car will be sent directly to the scene.
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Another shocking incident in the tawn!
Woman robbed in Drogheda

The gardai are investigating after a woman was
robbed by a man in the Glen area of Drogheda on
Tuesday, 17th May at approximately 11.45pm.

The gardai snid, "We are investigating on incidert
of rabbery from a woman In Drogheda. The
incident occurred in the Glen area at
approximately 11:45pm. A sum of cash was
laken. No arrests have been made al this time.
Investigations are ongoing"”

Anyone with information can contact Gardai in
Orogheda on 041 9874200




I trust that An Bord Pleanala will take our objections seriously and will reject the proposed planning
for the Greenway for the above reasons.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss the above.

Yours cincaralv



