Ty HAP

iocaiocht Cuinaimh Tithiochta
Housing Assistance Payment

Housing Assistance
Payment (HAP)

e
.".'.: . Udarais Aitiula Eireann
33:, .;-.'. Local Authorities Ireland

Qﬁ An Roinn Coimirce Séisialaig

Comhshaol, Pobal agus Rialtas Aiidil

Environment, Community and Local Government www.welfare.ie

V.2 — May 2015

What is HAP?

HAP is a new form of housing support provided by local
authorities. The introduction of HAP will mean that local
authorities can now provide housing assistance for
households who qualify for social housing support, including
many long-term rent supplement recipients. Under HAP, local
authorities will make the full rent payment on behalf of the
HAP recipient directly to the landlord. The HAP recipient will
then pay a rent contribution to the local authority. The rent
contribution is a differential rent — that is, a rent based on
income and the ability to pay.

Why is HAP being introduced?

HAP is being introduced to provide a more integrated system
of housing supports and aims to:

e allow all social housing supports to be accessed through
one body — the local authority, and

e allow recipients to take up full-time employment and still
keep their housing support.

Who is eligible for HAP?

e Any household that qualifies for social housing support will
be eligible to apply for HAP.

e Current rent supplement recipients who qualify for social
housing support will be transferred from rent supplement to
HAP on a phased basis.

When is HAP being introduced?

HAP is being introduced on a phased basis. A HAP pilot
scheme commenced in Limerick in April 2014. Following the
enactment of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
2014 in July 2014, Phase 1 of HAP commenced in Limerick
City and County Council, Waterford City and County Council,
Cork County Council, Louth Gounty Gouncil, South Dublin
County Council, Monaghan County Council and Kilkenny
County Council in September and October 2014. A special
HAP pilot for homeless households also commenced in the
Dublin region (Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council,
South Dublin Gounty Council and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council) early in 2015. HAP is now being rolled out to
further local authority areas.

How will HAP work?

e |n order to qualify for HAP, a household must be qualified
for social housing support by their local authority, which
means the household must qualify to go on the local
authority housing waiting list.

e HAP recipients will be responsible for finding their own
accommodation in the private rented market. (This is the
same as the current rent supplement scheme.)

e The landlord must agree to rent their property to a HAP
recipient.

e The local authority will then pay the rent in full directly
to the landlord, subject to terms and conditions including
rent limits.

e The HAP recipient pays their rent contribution to the local
authority. To begin with, rent contributions will generally
be made through An Post’s Household Budget Scheme.
e Computer systems are being developed to allow rent
contributions to be deducted directly from social welfare
payments made to HAP recipients and local authority
tenants.

What benefits has HAP?

For HAP recipients

¢ HAP allows recipients to take up full-time employment,
while still receiving housing support.

e The rent contribution payable by the HAP recipient will
be based on the differential rent scheme for their local
authority. This scheme links the rent contribution a
household must pay to the household income and the
ability to pay.

e HAP will help to regulate the private rental sector and
improve standards of accommodation. Properties will be
inspected to make sure that they meet the required
standards.

e HAP recipients will be able to avail of other social
housing supports and options, if they so choose.

e | ocal authorities will be responsible for all social housing
supports.

For landlords

¢ The landlord will receive prompt payments directly from
the local authority on a monthly basis, subject to the HAP
recipient paying the local authority their rent contribution.
e There will be no need for rent collection from tenants
who are HAP recipients leading to administrative savings
for landlords.

e All payments will be made electronically.

Who will continue to receive Rent Supplement?
Rent Supplement will continue to be paid to tenants who
have already been in private rented accommodation for at
least six of the previous 12 months before applying.
Tenants may also qualify if they have received rent
supplement at any time during the 12 months before
applying. This payment will be paid by the Department of
Social Protection as before. These recipients will qualify
without being assessed for housing need.

Will HAP clients be able to access other housing
supports?

Yes. HAP recipients will have access to other social housing
supports offered by local authorities, such as local authority
housing or housing provided by Approved Housing Bodies.
Any HAP recipient who wishes to do so will be able to access
other social housing supports, not through the current
waiting list system, but through the transfer system operated
by local authorities, where they can apply to transfer from
HAP to other forms of social housing support such as local
authority housing or housing provided by approved housing
bodies. Examples of approved housing bodies include Clid,
Respond and Tuath.

It is intended that where a HAP recipient applies for a
transfer immediately after entering HAP, the transfer list
would reflect the time the recipient previously spent on the
waiting list. The HAP recipient would therefore be placed on
the transfer list on no less favourable terms than if they had

remained on the waiting list. o
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Céard i iCT?

Is 1 ICT an cineal nua tacaiocht tithiochta arna solathar ag
Udarais aitiula. Cialloidh tabhairt isteach ICT gur féidir le hidarais
aititla cinamh tithiochta a sholathar anois do theaghlaigh a
chailionn le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta sdisialta, lena n-airftear
go leor faighteoiri fadtéarmacha an thorlionaidh chiosa. Faoi ICT,
deéanfaidh na hudarais atitla an iocaiocht chiosa iomlan thar
ceann an fhaighteora ICT direach leis an tiarna taltn. Ansin
iocfaidh an faighteoir ICT ranniocaiocht chiosa leis an idaras
aitiil. Cios difredlach ata sa ranniocaiocht chiosa - is € sin, cios
bunaithe ar ioncam agus an cumas iocaiochta.

Cén fath go bhfuil CT a tabhairt isteach?

Ta ICT & tabhairt isteach chun coras nios comhthaite de
thacaiochtai tithiochta a sholathar agus ta sé mar aidhm aici:
e rochtain a thabhairt ar thacaiochtai tithiochta soisialta uile tri
aon chomhlacht amhain - an t-Udaras aitiil, agus

e cead a thabhairt d'fhaighteoiri dul i mbun fostaiochta lan-
aimseartha agus a geuid tacaiochta tithiochta a choimead.

Cé ata inchailithe don iCT?

* Beidh teaghlach ar bith a chailionn le haghaidh tacaiocht
tithiochta soisialta inchailithe chun iarratas a dhéanamh ar ICT.
e Déanfar faighteoiri reatha an fhorlionaidh chiosa a chéilionn
le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta a aistriti 0 thorlionadh ciosa go
ICT ar bhonn céimnithe.

Cathain a bheidh ICT a thabhairt isteach?

Ta ICT & thabhairt isteach ar bhonn céimnithe. Tar éis achtu
Acht na dTithe (Foralacha lighnéitheacha) 2014 i mi Itiil 2014,
tosaiodh le Céim 1 den ICT i gComhairle Cathrach agus Contae
Luimnigh, Comhairle Cathrach agus Contae Phort Lairge agus
Comhairle Contae Chorcai, Tugadh Comhairle Contae L,
Comhairle Contae Bhaile Atha Cliath Theas, Comhairle Contae
Mhuineachain agus Comhairle Contae Chill Chainnigh i mi
Mhean Fomhair agus Deireadh Fomhair 2014. Cuireadh tus le
ICT piolotach speisialta do theaghlaigh gan didean i réigilin
Bhaile Atha Cliath (Comhairle Gathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath,
Comhairle Contae Fhine Gall, Comhairle Contae Atha Cliath
Theas agus Comhairle Contag Dhin Laoghaire Rath an Duiin)
go luath i 2015. Ta ICT & chur i bhfeidhm anois go dti réimsi
eile Udarais aitivil.

Conas a oibreoidh iCT?

e Chun cailii le haghaidh CT, n mér go mbeadh teaghlaigh
inchailithe le haghaidh tacaiocht tithiochta séisialta ag a n-
Udaras aitiuil, rud a chiallaionn nach mér go gcéileodh an
teaghlach le dul ar liosta feithimh tithiochta an Udarais aitiil.

* Beidh faighteoirf [CT freagrach as a geuid céirfochta féin a
aimsit sa mhargadh cdiriochta priobhaidi ar cios. (Ta sé seo
mar an gceanna le scéim reatha an fhorlionaidh chiosa.)

* Ni mér go n-aontoadh an tiarna taltin a réadmhaoin a thabhairt
ar cios d'fhaighteoir [CT.

e Ansin focfaidh an t-Udaras aititiil an cios ina iomlaine direach
leis an tiarna talin, faoi réir téarmai agus coinniollacha lena n-
airitear teorainneacha ciosa.

* locfaidh an faighteoir [CT a ranniocaiocht chiosa leis an Udaras
aitivil. Ar dtus, déanfar ranniocaiochtai ciosa go ginearalta trid
an Sceim Buisead Teaghlaigh de chuid An Post.

e T4 riomhchorais & bhforbairt ionas go bhféadfai
ranniocaiochtai ciosa a asbhaint direach 6 iocaiochtai leasa
shdisialaigh a ndéantar le faighteoirf [CT agus tionontai na n-
Udaras aitiil.

Céard iad na buntaisti ata le iCT?

| gcés na bhfaighteoirf ICT

e Tugann ICT cead d'fhaighteoiri dul i mbun fostaiochta
lanaimseartha, ach a geuid tacaiochta tithiochta a fhail freisin.
* Beidh an ranniocaiocht chiosa infoctha ag an bhfaighteoir (CT
bunaithe ar scéim ciosanna difredlacha an Udarais aitiil.
Nascann an scéim seo an ranniocaiocht chiosa nach mor do
theaghlach a ioc le hioncam agus cumas iocaiochta an
teaghlaigh.

e Cabhréidh ICT an earndil chiosa priobhdidi a rialail agus
caighdedin chdiriochta a fheabhsul. Déanfar ionaid réadmhaoine
a iniichadh chun a chinntii go gcomhlionann siad na
caighdedin riachtanacha.

e Lena chois sin beidh faighteoirf ICT in ann leas a bhaint as
roghanna agus tacaiochtai tithiochta soisialta eile, mas rogha
leo.

e Beidh udarais ititla freagrach as na tacaiochtai tithiochta
shisialta uile.

| gcés na dtiarnai talun

¢ Gheobhaidh an tiarna talun iocaiochtai prasa direach on
Udarés 4ticil ar bhonn miosuil, faoi réir an fhaighteora ICT ag
foc a ranniocaiochta ciosa leis an Udaras aitiil.

« Ni bheidh aon g4 cios a bhailit 6 thiondntai ar fhaighteoirf CT
iad, rud a laghdoidh an t-ualach riarachdin do thiarnai taltn.

e Déanfar na hiocaiochtai uile go leictreonach.

Cé a leanfaidh orthu ag fail Forlionadh Ciosa?

Leanfar ar aghaidh ag ioc Forlionadh Ciosa le tionontai atd i
geairiocht phriodach ar cios cheana féin le ar a laghad sé¢ mhi
asan 12 mhi sula ndéantar iarratas. D'fhéadfadh go gcaileodh
tiondntai freisin ma ta forlionadh ciosa faighte acu ag am ar bith
i gcaitheamh an 12 mhi sula ndéantar iarratas. focfaidh an
Roinn Coimirce Soisialai an iocaiocht seo mar a bhiodh a
dhéanamh cheana. Caileoidh na faighteoiri seo gan measunu
a dhéanamh orthu i dtaca le riachtanas tithiochta.

An mbeidh cliaint iCT in ann rochtain a fhail ar
tacaiochtai tithiochta eile?

Beidh. Beidh rochtain ag faighteoiri [CT ar thacaiochtai tithiochta
Shisialta eile & dtairiscint ag Udarais aititla, cosuil le tithiocht an
Udarais aitidil nd tithiocht & solathar ag Comhlachtai Tithiochta
Faofa. Beidh faighteoir ICT ar bith, ar mian leo amhail a
dhéanamh, in ann rochtain a fhail ar thacaiochtai tithiochta
sbisialta eile, ni tri choras reatha an liosta feithimh, ach trid an
gcoras aistrithe a fheidhmiu ag Udarais aititla, ait inar féidir
jarratas a dhéanamh aistriti 0 ICT go cinedlacha tacaiocht
tithiochta soisialta eile cosuil le tithiocht an Udarais ititil no
tithiocht & solathar ag comhlachtai tithiochta faofa. | measc
samplai de chomhlachtai tithiochta faofa diritear Cluid, Respond
agus Tuath.

T4 sé beartaithe 4it ina ndéanann faighteoir [CT iarratas ar aistric
léithreach bonn tar éis tost leis an scéim ICT, go Iéireodh an
liosta aistrithe an t-am a chaith an faighteoir roimhe sin ar an
liosta feithimh. D4 réir sin chuirfi an faighteoir ICT ar an liosta
aistrithe ar théarmai nach It fabhar na mar a mbeidis tar éis
fanacht ar an liosta feithimh.



