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Presidential Nomination Meeting
22" September 2025 @ 9.30a.m.

Buvinda House, Navan (and online via zoom)

Presiding: An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Wayne Harding

Councillors Present:

Councillors Fionnan Blake, Yvonne Everard, Geraldine Keogan, Amanda Smith, Carol Lennon, Brian Fitzgerald,
Francis Deane, Nick Killian, Edward Fennessy, Alan Lawes, Joe Bonner, Joe Fox, Sharon Tolan, Paul O’Rourke, John
Duffy, Michael Gallagher, Gerry O’Connor, David Gilroy, Padraig Fitzsimons, Peter Caffrey, Emer Tdibin, Yemi
Adenuga

Councillors Present via Zoom:
Councillors Helen Meyer, Dave Boyne, Conor Tormey, Suzanne Jamal, Maria White, Noel French, Stephen McKee,

Mike Bray, Maria Murphy, Sean Drew, Caroline O’Reilly, Eugene Cassidy, Alan Tobin

Apologies:
Councillors Paddy Meade, Ronan Moore, Sarah Reilly, Padraig Coffey

Officials in attendance:

Chief Executive: Kieran Kehoe

Directors of Service: Des Foley, Dara McGowan, Martin Murray, Fiona Fallon, Gareth McMahon, Gerry Boyle
Meetings Administrator: Elaine Daly

Apologies: Fiona Lawless and Barry Lynch, Directors of Service

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Wayne Harding, noted that in accordance with Section 16 of the Presidential Election
Act, 1993, a council of a county or a corporation of a county borough may, by resolution, resolve to nominate one
named person to be a candidate at a presidential election. He further noted that 17 candidates had requested the
support of Meath County Council and had verified their eligibility for nomination for the Election to the Office of
the President of Ireland. He noted that each candidate would be allocated a maximum of 15 minutes, comprised of
5 minutes presentation/speaking time and 10 minutes for questions and answers from the Elected Members.

He further noted that in accordance with the Council’s standing orders, all acts of the Council which are reserved
functions or questions duly coming or arising before a meeting of the Council shall be determined:

(a) by a majority of the Councillors present and voting, or

(b) where there is an equality of votes, by a second or casting vote of the person chairing the meeting, should they
choose to exercise such a vote.
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Councillor David Gilroy noted that several other Local Authorities had recently completed the process but
ultimately chose not to put forward a candidate for consideration.

Councillor Gerry O’Connor proposed to suspend standing orders, to consider a motion not to propose any
candidate for nomination for the Election to the Office of the President of Ireland. This was seconded by Councillor
Joe Fox.

There were interventions from Councillors Joe Fox, Joe Bonner, Nick Killian, Alan Lawes, Brian Fitzgerald, Carol
Lennon and Sharon Tolan. The majority of Elected Members expressed the view that it was unfair to deny
candidates the opportunity to present their cases. Conversely, some members contended that those seeking the
Council's support had not adequately demonstrated their commitment to public service.

The Meetings Administrator noted that in accordance with the provisions of the Standing Orders Governing the
Procedures of the Council, the suspension of standing orders requires the approval of a minimum of two-thirds of

the Members present.

A roll call vote was taken with the following result:

For Against Abstain Absent
ADENUGA, Yemi Vv
BLAKE, Fionnan Vv
BONNER, Joseph v
BOYNE, Dave Vv
BRAY, Mike Vv
CAFFREY, Peter \
CASSIDY, Eugene v
COFFEY, Padraig V'
DEANE, Francis Vv
DREW, Sean Vv
DUFFY, John \
EVERARD, Yvonne Vv
FENNESSY, Eddie \
FITZGERALD, Brian \
FITZSIMONS, Padraig \
FOX, Joe Vv
FRENCH, Noel Vv
GALLAGHER, Michael
GILROY, David
HARDING, Wayne
JAMAL, Suzanne
KEOGAN, Geraldine
KILLIAN, Nick
LAWES, Alan
LENNON, Carol
MCcKEE, Stephen
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MEADE, Paddy v
MEYER, Helen Vv

MOORE, Ronan Vv
MURPHY, Maria Vv

O’CONNOR, Gerry v

O’REILLY, Caroline Vv
O’ROURKE, Paul Vv

REILLY, Sarah v
SMITH, Amanda Vv

TOBIN, Alan v
TOIBIN, Emer v

TOLAN, Sharon Vv

TORMEY, Conor Vv

WHITE, Maria Vv

Result: For - 24, Against — 2, Abstain— 7, Absent — 7.

The proposal to suspend standing orders was agreed as the minimum required two-thirds majority of the Members
present voted in favour.

Councillor Gerry O’Connor proposed a motion that Meath County Council would not nominate a candidate for the
Election to the Office of the President of Ireland. This was seconded by Councillor Joe Fox.

There were interventions from Councillors Joe Fox, Joe Bonner, David Gilroy, Dave Boyne and Brian Fitzgerald.
The Members noted that the Council meeting was a forum for democracy. There was a five-minute adjournment

to clarify the process.

A roll call vote was taken with the following result:

For Against Abstain Absent
ADENUGA, Yemi \
BLAKE, Fionnan Vv
BONNER, Joseph Vv
BOYNE, Dave Vv
BRAY, Mike v
CAFFREY, Peter v
CASSIDY, Eugene Vv
COFFEY, Padraig Vv
DEANE, Francis Vv
DREW, Sean Vv
DUFFY, John \
EVERARD, Yvonne Vv
FENNESSY, Eddie \
FITZGERALD, Brian v
FITZSIMONS, Padraig \
FOX, Joe Vv
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FRENCH, Noel v
GALLAGHER, Michael v
GILROY, David
HARDING, Wayne \
JAMAL, Suzanne Vv
KEOGAN, Geraldine
KILLIAN, Nick
LAWES, Alan
LENNON, Carol
MCcKEE, Stephen
MEADE, Paddy v
MEYER, Helen Vv
MOORE, Ronan Vv
MURPHY, Maria Vv
O’CONNOR, Gerry Vv
O’REILLY, Caroline v
O’ROURKE, Paul v
REILLY, Sarah v
SMITH, Amanda Vv
TOBIN, Alan v
TOIBIN, Emer v
TOLAN, Sharon Vv
TORMEY, Conor Vv
WHITE, Maria Vv
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Result: For - 11, Against — 15, Abstain — 6, Absent — 8.

The motion proposed by Councillor Gerry O’Connor and seconded by Councillor Joe Fox was defeated.

1.0 To receive presentations from Candidates seeking nomination for election to the Office of President of
Ireland

Mr. Charlie Keddy, retired plumber from Co. Wicklow, outlined his vision for the presidency should he be elected.
There were queries from Councillors Michael Gallagher, Yemi Adenuga, Sharon Tolan, Emer Téibin and Alan
Lawes, with responses provided by Mr. Keddy.

Ms. Charlotte Keenan, artist and trained psychologist from Co. Westmeath, outlined her vision for the presidency
should she be elected.

There were queries from Councillors Yemi Adenuga, Alan Lawes and Gerry O’Connor, with responses provided by
Ms. Keenan.

Ms. Lorna McCormack, CEO of Wool in School, European Climate Ambassador and Heritage Specialist from Co.
Meath, outlined her vision for the presidency should she be elected.

There were queries from Councillors Alan Lawes and Padraig Fitzsimons, with responses provided by Ms.
McCormack.
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Mr. Gareth Sheridan, Director, from Co. Dublin, outlined his vision for the presidency should he be elected. There

were queries from Councillors John Duffy, Nick Killian, Sharon Tolan and Yemi Adenduga, with responses provided
by Mr. Sheridan.

Ms. Sarah Louise-Mulligan had connectivity issues online and was unable to present to the Members.

Ms. Lucy-Anne O’Leary, Marketing Professional, from Co. Cork outlined her vision for the presidency should she be
elected.

Mr. Geardid Duffy, Water Production Foreperson, from Co. Cork outlined his vision for the presidency should he be
elected.

There were no further candidates present.

2.0 To consider the nomination of a candidate for election to the Office of President of Ireland

Mr. Gareth Sheridan was proposed by Councillor Carol Lennon and seconded by Councillor Geraldine Keogan.

A roll call vote was taken with the following result:

For Against Abstain Absent
ADENUGA, Yemi v
BLAKE, Fionnan Vv
BONNER, Joseph Vv
BOYNE, Dave v
BRAY, Mike v
CAFFREY, Peter v
CASSIDY, Eugene \
COFFEY, Padraig Vv
DEANE, Francis Vv
DREW, Sean Vv
DUFFY, John
EVERARD, Yvonne v
FENNESSY, Eddie v
FITZGERALD, Brian Vv
FITZSIMONS, Padraig v
FOX, Joe Vv
FRENCH, Noel v
GALLAGHER, Michael \
GILROY, David v
HARDING, Wayne v
JAMAL, Suzanne Vv
KEOGAN, Geraldine
KILLIAN, Nick
LAWES, Alan
LENNON, Carol
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MCcKEE, Stephen Vv
MEADE, Paddy v
MEYER, Helen Vv
MOORE, Ronan v
MURPHY, Maria Vv
O’CONNOR, Gerry Vv
O’REILLY, Caroline v
O’ROURKE, Paul Vv
REILLY, Sarah v
SMITH, Amanda Vv
TOBIN, Alan \
TOIBIN, Emer v
TOLAN, Sharon Vv
TORMEY, Conor \
WHITE, Maria v

Result: For - 13, Against — 14, Abstain -5, Absent — 8.

The motion proposed by Councillor Carol Lennon and seconded by Councillor Geraldine Keogan was defeated.

The meeting concluded at 11.50am.
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