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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background

The Community Amenity Project Scheme is a grant scheme which provides financial assistance to
Groups and Communities within the County for the development of social, sporting, recreational,
environmental, amenity, heritage and cultural facilities. The scheme provides Capital Assistance for
qualifying projects and recognises the level of voluntary works being carried out by community
groups on an annual basis. These activities make Meath an even better place in which to live, work
and visit. The allocation of funding is the responsibility of the Elected Members of each of the six
Municipal Districts.

N.B: The scheme is not intended to match fund or top-up other grant schemes such as LEADER,
Sports Capital Grant and other similar schemes.




2.0 Scheme Details

2.1 Purpose of scheme

The Community Amenity Project Scheme is available to new projects or refurbishment of existing
facilities/amenities (subject to conditions). Priority will be given to projects that will provide an
overall enhancement of the local area, work in collaboration with other local groups and that
provide the maximum potential for the town/village/rural area to grow socially and economically
and enhance facilities in disadvantaged areas.

The minimum project application is €10,000 with a maximum project application of €100,000 per
Municipal District per annum.

Where proposed works could be classified under climate action, groups should consider applying for
funding under the community climate action fund in the first instance.




3.0 Eligibility

3.1 Whois eligible to apply?

Community groups located in the administrative area of County Meath who are not-for-profit and
tax compliant, with Articles of Association / Constitution, evidence of which must be submitted with
your application.

Entities who are not eligible include:

e Private individuals
e Commercial undertakings
e National bodies

3.2 Projects Eligible for Funding

Funding must be for specific distinct elements of a project which are not being funded by other grant
schemes.

3.3 Eligible projects can include the following:

o Community Amenity areas

e Improvement to towns, parks / common areas and spaces

e Development / renovation of Community Centres (excluding energy efficiency works)
e Sports / Recreational facilities (excluding energy efficiency works)

e Community arts and cultural projects

e Heritage projects

e Professional fees to a max of €3,000

e (Capital investment in community services.

3.4 What is not eligible for funding?

e Routine maintenance, minor repairs, ongoing costs due to wear and tear

e Day to day expenses

e Employment costs

o Legal fees

e Project management fees

e Feasibility fees

e Existing applicant debt

e Projects which have been previously grant funded and additional funding is now being
sought to upgrade/improve the initial project.

e Planting of non-native evergreen hedging such as Laurel hedging, Leylandii, Thuja species

e Tree felling / removal of planting

Note:

Roadside planting must have the permission of the landowners and the local Municipal District
Office to ensure adequate permissions, sightlines and road safety. Installation of street furniture
must have the prior approval of the relevant Municipal District Office.




4.0 General Conditions

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Projects relating to climate action, e.g., energy efficiency projects, must first have sought
funding under existing grant funding schemes such as the community climate action
programme or SEAI grants. Applications under this category must have been refused grant
funding in the other relevant grant schemes before they can be considered for the
Community Amenity Project Scheme.

Projects must show community gain and should demonstrate added value.

Incorporation of universal design in any projects which have an element of building design.
Incomplete applications will be deemed invalid and will not be considered.

Copies of relevant leasing agreements and / or deeds must be supplied.

Groups / organisations availing of a grant must be formally established, and must provide
the following, where applicable:

- Articles of Association/Constitution and minutes of last AGM.

- Income and expenditure account.

- Banking documentation in name of Community Group.

- Charitable status number if applicable.

- Groups whose applications are successful must provide a copy of insurance or a copy of
insurance of the contractors completing the project upon receipt of notification of
application success.

- All applications must comply with current requirements in relation to planning issues,
finance and taxation, health & safety, environment, insurance, and employment

legislation. Contractors engaged to undertake work must have a current C2 or Tax
Clearance Certificate.

Successful groups must undertake specific responsibility for compliance with current
Construction Regulations and refer to HSA website for guidance on contractor appointment
and management process.

When making a claim, documentation, including proof of expenditure, receipts and
photographs, must be produced as evidence of goods purchased or of works carried out.




4.0 General Conditions (continued)

4.9

Note:

Procurement process to be followed as set out below:
All groups must comply with procurement guidelines.

Goods/Services:

- Value less than €2,500, 1 written quote is required.

- Value between €2,500 - €25,000 then seek a minimum of 3 written quotes (national).
- Value between €25,000 - €215,000, then e-tenders (national) must be used.

- Value over €221,000, then e-tenders (OJEU) must be used.

Works Related:

- Value less than €2,500, 1 written quote is required.

- Value between €2,500 - €50,000, then seek a minimum of 3 written quotes (national).
- Value between €50,000 - €5,538,000, then e-tenders must be used (national).

- Value over €5,538,000, then e-tenders (OJEU) must be used.

All figures are ex VAT.

Quotes must be on headed paper, include VAT numbers and items listed must relate to the
project.

If you require assistance, please contact the Community Department.

For more details, please see Public Procurement — An Introduction to Public Procurement for
Grant Applications (available from the Community Department, Meath County Council).

Grant payments will not be made if procurement regulations are not adhered to.




5.0 Other Conditions

5.1

5.2

5.3

54

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8
5.9
5.10

5.11

Applications for a grant must be made on the official application form. Application forms
should be fully completed.

Bank accounts must be in the name of the group.
Full details of the purpose of the grant must be provided.

If the proposed project impacts on the work or area of responsibility of any Department of
Meath County Council, the works must be agreed in advance with the relevant Department
and evidence of the agreement provided.

Applications must be submitted and approved for funding prior to expenditure being
incurred.

Meath County Council must be publicly acknowledged in all associated promotional material
pertaining to the project. Groups must adhere to standardised branding template issued to
all successful applicants to publicly acknowledge Meath County Council in all associated
promotional material pertaining to the project. These should be erected on all the relevant
sites in a location that can be seen by users of the facilities. (GAA & other sports grounds,
social media outlets, etc. and should be at the forefront of their social media pages). The
Toolkit for Promoting Council funding or support should also be used to follow the
guidelines pertaining to publicity. Please contact the Community Department at
community@meathcoco.ie for a copy of the Toolkit for Promoting Council funding.

Community Grants are not available to individuals/organisations that are engaged in
community activities or operate on a commercial basis.

Evidence of fundraising and other sources of income must be included in the application.
Applications received after the published closing date will not be considered.

Meath County Council reserves the right to request further information or documentation at
application, assessment or claim stage. Failure to provide any documentation or information

requested may result in an application not being considered or claims being rejected.

Requests for extension to approved projects should be sought from the Senior Executive
Officer in written format for consideration.
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6.0 Applicant Funding / Match Funding

6.1

6.2
6.3

6.4

No match funding is required for projects. However, community groups may contribute
their own funds towards the project.

Funding is not intended to be used to match fund other grant schemes.

All projects will be considered individually on its merits by each of the Municipal District
members.

The committee reserves the right to modify these terms at their discretion.




7.0 Appraisal

7.1

7.2

7.3

The Community Section of Meath County Council will appraise applications and make
recommendations as to the level of support which can be provided.

For the Community Amenity Project Scheme 2025 priority will be given to groups who have
not received funding under the Community Amenity Project Scheme in previous rounds.

Projects will be considered under the following criteria with a maximum of 1050 marks
available overall:

Marking Criteria

Community gain - how does the project benefit the community & add to the 300

facilities already available (300 marks available).

Value for money - this is where evidence of the procurement process is 50
essential (50 marks available).

Need/potential - demonstrate that this project is needed for the 200
growth/expansion etc of the club/group/organisation (200 marks available).

Collaboration - is the project being developed in partnership with other 200
groups or will the project be used by other groups, details should be
provided (200 marks available).

Has the group received funding under this scheme in previous years? (300
marks available allocated on a sliding scale):

- if not funding previously received under CAS - 300 marks, 300
- if received one allocation of funding - 100 marks and 100
- anything greater than one allocation of funding - 50 marks. 50

7.4

7.5

The recommendations of the Community Section will be submitted to the Municipal District
Members for the area where the projects are situated for recommendation and forwarded
to the Full Council of Meath County Council for approval. The decision of the Elected
Members is final; there is no appeal process.

Additional information may be requested from applicants during appraisal process to assist
the Council assessing applications. Where this information is not provided an application
may not be considered further.




8.0 Payment of Grants

8.1
8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

Meath County Council will facilitate the payment of the grants to successful applicants.

100% of the grant will be paid subject to an inspection being carried out by a MCC engineer
to verify that all works were carried out as per the approved application.

The grant must be drawn down strictly within 12 months of the grant offer letter, no
extensions will be given.

In cases where an applicant has limited financial means, phased payments of the grant can
be facilitated by agreement with the council.

Groups shall submit all receipts and required documentation otherwise the grant will not be
paid.

For all claims under the Scheme, bank statements showing payment being made to
supplier/contract should also be provided.

The Community Amenity Project Scheme is a retrospective grant. Under no circumstances
will advance payment be made to successful groups. Groups, who have been approved
under the scheme, can only apply for grant funding after they have made payment to their
suppliers/contractors.

In circumstances where a Grant Offer letter (letter that confirms approval of a grant from
Meath County Council) has been supplied to the community group who are applying for an
overdraft or loan facility, this does not confirm payment of a grant. Payment of a grant
approved will be subject to compliance with the terms of the Capital Amenity Project
Scheme.
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9.0 Potential Reasons for Disallowance of Claim

The following list presents potential reasons for disallowance of claims but
does not purport to cover all scenarios.

9.1 General Disallowance

e Costs and/or activity were carried out prior to the Grant of Approval date.

e Costs being claimed which do not relate to the approved Programme or project activity
and/or include ineligible activity, were not pre-approved.

e Excessive costs in any regard.

e Costs claimed which are not verifiable and for which there is no or insufficient supporting
documentation and/or which are not presented in the required format as set out by the
Community Amenity Project Scheme 2025 guidelines.

e Costs or requests for additional funding to cover increased costs or additional activities.

e Costs for a project which requires a lease/licensing agreement and where no signed
lease/licensing agreement has been confirmed to be in place in the Application Form.

e Costs claimed that are already the subject of separate exchequer grants and for the same
activity which constitutes double funding.
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10.0 Miscellaneous

10.1 Extensions to Projects

e Requests for extension to projects may be agreed in exceptional circumstances.

e Requests for extensions to projects should be sought from the Senior Executive Officer in
written format for consideration by emailing community@meathcoco.ie

12
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