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Ordinary Meeting 

Ashbourne Municipal District 

10.00am, 7th October 2025, Ashbourne Civic Offices 
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Conor Tormey presided. 

Councillors Present: Suzanne Jamal & Alan Tobin 

Apologies/ Absent: Joe Bonner, Amanda Smith & Helen Meyer 

Councillors Present via Zoom: 

Director of Service: Barry Lynch 

Executive Engineer: Mel Cronin 

Meetings Administrator: Francis Regan 

Assistant Staff Officer: Stephen Carey 

 

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of 02nd September 2025 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd September 2025 will be deferred for confirmation 
until the November meeting as there was no seconder present from the September meeting. 

2.0 Matters arising from the Minutes 

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations 

There were none. 

4.0 Statutory Business 

4.1 Community 
4.1.1 To receive details of recommended grant offers by the Knockharley 
Community Liaison Committee under the Knockharley Environmental & 
Community Projects Grant Scheme 2025, for recommendation to Full Council 

 
The Senior Executive Officer from the Community Department updated the Members on the 
above.  

 
The above statutory process was confirmed on the proposal of Councillor Suzanne Jamal and 
seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin. 
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4.2 Transportation 

4.2.1 To receive a Progress Report on works undertaken/planned 
for Ashbourne Municipal District. 

The report circulated in advance was noted and matters raised included: 

• Thanked the Area Engineer and the outdoor crew for all the work being done.  

• Can we have an update on when the Road Sweeper will be ready for use? 

• When will the lights in Greenogue be connected? 

• Can hedge cutting be completed at Fieldstown? 

• Can the pothole at Donaghmore bridge be filled? 

 

The Area Engineer responded to all the queries raised. 

 

All Members thanked Mel for all his hard work and professionalism whilst Executive Engineer for 
Ashbourne and wished him well in his new role. This was echoed by Barry Lynch, Director of 
Service who thanked Mel for the positive contribution that he has made to the Ashbourne MD and 
how his fingerprints are all over the good works carried out in Ashbourne MD. 

 

4.3 Corporate Affairs & Governance 

4.3.1 To approve the Arts, Festivals, Festive Lighting Allocation 
2025 for Ashbourne MD 

• Kentstown and Stamullen Christmas Lights - €2,000 

• Ashbourne Chamber of Commerce, St Patrick’s Day Festival - €1,000 

• Ashbourne town centre Christmas lighting - €4,500 

Cllr Alan Tobin asked if it was possible to match funding of €5000 with local business’s on 
Killegland Street as Christmas lights need repair and replacement. Cllr Tobin also queried 
that there should be a larger figure available than above. Can this be followed up? 

Barry Lynch mentioned how the funding for replacement rather repair may be brought 
under a new scheme in 2026. 

 

The above statutory process was agreed by Members on the proposal of Councillor Alan 
Tobin and seconded by Councillor Conor Tormey. 

 
Members agreed that they will be turning on the Christmas lights on the 28/11/2025 at 6.00pm.  
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4.3.2 To note the Municipal District Allocations submitted by Councillors on behalf 
of Ashbourne Municipal District 

This was noted. 

4.3.3 To agree to hold the Ashbourne MD General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 
Budget Meeting on Wednesday 12th November 2025 @ 11.30am in hybrid 
format 

The above was unanimously agreed by Members on the proposal of 
Councillor Alan Tobin and seconded by Councillor Conor Tormey. 

 

5.0 Notice of Question 

There was no notice of question.
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6.0 Notice of Motion 
 6.1 Submitted by Councillor Alan Tobin 

"With the increases in traffic volumes in Ashbourne, to make parts of the town centre both 
pedestrian friendly and most importantly wheelchair & mobility friendly (per the 2015 UN 
Charter access for all), I call on the Transport Department to provide funding for a raised 
table on Broadmeadow Street/Killegland Street Junction, extending to the Castle Street 
junction, in order to improve access/safety on the ferociously high kerbs, provide safe 
crossing points, and control traffic speeds." 

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered: 

Meath County Council Transportation Section is currently in the process of drafting and 

adopting a Traffic Calming Policy for the County. 

The policy sets out detailed criteria for the assessment and delivery of Traffic Calming 
measures to reduce the adverse effects that speed, and volumes of traffic have on our 
roads.Traffic Calming aims to improve road safety and enhance the environment for all road 
users and allows for a programme of schemes to be developed and to seek annual funding. 

Once adopted all requests for calming measures will be assessed based on the criteria 
and the appropriate action will be taken in line with the policy. Your request has been 
added to the list. 

The motion proposed by Councillor Alan Tobin and seconded by Councillor Suzanne Jamal 
was agreed. 

 

6.2 Submitted by Councillor Conor Tormey 

"I call on Meath County Council install traffic calming measures in Kilbride Village - road 
number L1007 (Kilbride/Ratoath Road). Traffic calming is needed from Cherry Tree Drive to 
the National School. 

Several residents have informed me that speeding in the area is an issue" 

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered: 

Meath County Council Transportation Section is currently in the process of drafting and 
adopting a Traffic Calming Policy for the County. 

The policy sets out detailed criteria for the assessment and delivery of Traffic Calming 
measures to reduce the adverse effects that speed, and volumes of traffic have on our 
roads. Traffic Calming aims to improve road safety and enhance the environment for all 
road users and allows for a programme of schemes to be developed and to seek annual 
funding. 

Once adopted all requests for calming measures will be assessed based on the criteria 
and appropriate action will be taken in line with the policy. Your request has been 
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added to the list. 

The motion proposed by Councillor Connor Tormey and seconded by Councillor Alan 
Tobin was agreed. 

 
Whilst the motion was agreed, Cllr Tobin queried, how will works be prioritised in the new Traffic 
Calming Policy? How will past submissions be prioritized i.e. safety measures outside Kilbride 
National school have been referenced for the previous 10 years. Will the MD Engineer lose power 
in decision making to the new policy? 

 
Members also asked for an update on Ned’s Cottage and would Meath Partnership be interested? 
Barry Lynch confirmed that conveyance is nearly complete. Furthermore, an Expression of 
Interest will be organized by the Community department to explore who would be interested in 
being the tenant of Ned’s Cottage. The building is to be used for community rather than 
commercial purposes. 

 

7.0 Correspondence 

There was none. 

8.0 Any Other Business 

 

• Is it possible to place a commercial entity in or just outside the Skate Park, i.e. coffee shop? 

• It is suggested that Cllr Tormey should cut the ribbon at the official opening of the Skate Park. 

• Have the developers been in contact regarding the a apartment development at Bridge Street in 
Ashbourne? 

• Is there any update on the OPW site at Ashewood? 

• Can we have an update on the pedestrian crossing from Ashwood to Brookville? 
 

Barry Lynch also added that a 3X3 basketball court and SEB connection will be completed shortly at the 
Ashbourne Skate Park. 

The meeting concluded at 10:50am 
 

Signed: 
 
 

 

Cathaoirleach 
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