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Miontuairisci / Meeting Minutes
Ordinary Meeting

Ashbourne Municipal District

10.00am, 4" November 2025, Ashbourne Civic Offices

Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Suzanne Jamal presided.
Councillors Present: Alan Tobin, Joe Bonner, Amanda Smith & Helen Meyer
Apologies/ Absent: Conor Tormey
Councillors Present via Zoom:
Director of Service: Barry Lynch
Senior Executive Engineer: Shane Nugent
Meetings Administrator: Francis Regan
Staff Officer: Kate Lomza

1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1 Confirmation of Minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of 02"! September 2025

The minutes of the meeting held on the 02" September 2025 were confirmed on the proposal of
Councillor Amanda Smith and seconded by Councillor Joe Bonner.

1.2 Confirmation of Minutes from the Ordinary Meeting of 07t" October 2025

The minutes of the meeting held on the 7t of October 2025 were confirmed on the proposal of
Councillor Amanda Smith and seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin.

2.0 Matters arising from the Minutes

There were none.

3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations
Expressions of Sympathy:
There were no Expressions of Sympathy
Expressions of Congratulations :

Congratulations were extended to all who took part in this year’s Pride of Place Awards.
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4.0 Statutory Business

4.1 Transportation

41.1

To receive a Progress Report on works undertaken/planned for
Ashbourne Municipal District.

The report circulated in advance was noted and matters raised included:

Members and the Director of Services welcomed Senior Executive Engineer Shane
Nugent to the MD and wish him well in his role.

Members expressed thanks for the resurfacing work carried out in Ardcath.

Fly tipping is happening again in the area, and at the Delvin River. Are there any
deterrents?

In Deer Park, there may be a need for an additional gully.
Can damaged signage on the Ballybin Road be replaced?

Hard shoulder on the R135 at 9 mile road is not being kept wide due foliage growth
etc. Can this be addressed?

Can a set of ‘eyes’ be placed on roads signs similar to what they have in
Westmeath? May act as a deterrent (eyes on you) to speeding or fly tipping.

How are tall trees going to be maintained in the future? Some lamp posts are on all
the time as branches are touching the sensor of the lamp post.

Pedestrians on scooters drive at speed on paths and have no regard for road users
or road junctions. Can we write to AGS to enforce that if the scooters exceed 20km
per hour that they are seized.

Some manholes cover on the R135 have still not been fixed which are causing
serious noise pollution. When will this be completed?

Can graffiti be removed under the bridge and at the amphitheater?

A holistic approach is required for the residents of Hickeys Lane as it is being used as
a short cut/rat run. Measures could include a possible path and yellow box at the
entrance of the estate.

Can we have an update on the Public Park plans for Ashbourne and can this be a
standing item on the agenda?

Can we come together on where future bins can placed in the MD.

The Area Engineer responded to some of the queries raised and will follow up on others.
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4.2 Corporate Affairs & Governance

4.2.1 To note the Municipal District Allocations submitted by Councillors

on behalf of Ashbourne Municipal District
This was noted.
5.0 Notice of Question
5.1 Submitted by Councillor Helen Meyer

“To ask the Executive to provide in tabular format, the number of applicants and the
allocation wait period for social housing applicants on the 1,2,3 + 4 bed lists in the
Ashbourne Municipal District area. The answer should also include on a separate table, the

same figures for the rural areas within the MD area.”

Response:
TOTAL | 1Bed | 2 Bed 3 Bed 4 Bed 5 Bed
Ardcath 7 4 0 3 0 0
Ashbourne 567 287 164 84 30 2
Bellewstown 9 4 3 0 2 9
Clonalvy 3 3 0 0 0 0
Kentstown 65 29 26 8 2 0
Kilbride 30 9 14 6 1 0

Waiting period for 1-bedroom applicants = 2011

Waiting period for 2-bedroom applicants= 2018

Waiting period for 3-bedroom applicants = 2015

Waiting period for 4-bedroom applicants = 2017

Waiting period for 5 -bedroom applicants = 2022

This was noted.
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6.0 Notice of Motion

6.1 Submitted by Councillor Conor Tormey
"I call on Meath County Council to install a footpath and traffic calming measure from

Skyrne GAA pitch to Swans shop."

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered:

The Transportation Department carried out a detailed exercise in relation to footpath
accessibility to public amenities in Q2 2025. The findings were presented to the
Transportation and Urban Development SPCin Q3 2025.
3 footpath routes were identified as follows:

e Ashbourne MD - Skryne GAA & Community Centre - 605m

e Kells MD - Oldcastle GAA to Millbrook - 300m

e Laytown Bettystown MD - Julianstown Centre/St Mary’s Church to housing estate
-65m
As Councillor Conor Tormey was not present for this motion, the motion must now “fall”
per the standing orders.

6.2 Submitted by Councillor Alan Tobin
“I call on Meath County Council to redesign the entrance to St. Declan's graveyard to allow
for safe, designated public access, with parking, inside on a daily basis for relatives to visit
their loved ones.”

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered:

There is sufficient car parking available (over 100 spaces) within St Declans’ cemetery,
Ashbourne and there is no proposal to provide further parking.

It is acknowledged that, when the gates are locked, visitors park at the gateway and on
the verge of the N2 and hence, the Ashbourne MD Engineer intends to review operational
arrangements at St. Declans’ cemetery, in particular, access times.

The motion proposed by Councillor Alan Tobin and seconded by Councillor Amanda Smith was
agreed.

It was further noted that the Area Engineer is exploring a solution and hopes to have an answer
for the December MD.
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6.3 Submitted by Councillor Helen Meyer

“To ask that the Transportation Department conduct a thorough inspection after contractors
complete roadworks. Contractors should not leave the site until the road is left in an acceptable
condition. This measure is essential to ensure that roads are not left in poor condition, as was
recently the case with the R135 outside the Coaches development in Ashbourne.”

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered:

The R135 outside the Coaches development in Ashbourne is at temporary reinstatement
stage. Permanent reinstatement will be completed in approximately 12 months’ time in
accordance with national guidelines and the conditions of the road opening license issued.

The motion proposed by Councillor Helen Meyer and seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin was
agreed.

6.4 Submitted by Councillor Helen Meyer

“To ask that the Transportation Department provide a report to the Councillors every six
months, beginning next month. The report should include the locations of rubbish bins in the
Ashbourne MD, details on any bins that have been removed along with the reasons for their
removal, and information on where and when new bins will be provided.”

Supporting information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded, and considered:

It is proposed that mapping of the current Big Belly Bin locations is provided, and thereafter
that the current method of reporting, the Engineer’s Report, is used to advise of any
additions or removals of bins. There are currently 48 Big Belly Bins in Ashbourne MD. There
is no mapping in place for other types of bins, but additions and removals of these will also
be reported in the Engineer’s Report.

The motion proposed by Councillor Helen Meyer and seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin
was agreed.

7.0 Correspondence

There was none.
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8.0 Any Other Business

Transport Queries

Is there an update on the proposed Park & Ride and do we know the location?
Is there an update on the previous motion regarding the establishment of a dog park?
Is there an update on the proposed works at Balrath Cross?

Can signage on the approach to Cromwells Bush Crossroads be improved as trucks are not
stopping and going straight through.

At Junction 7 on the M1 between the 2 MD’s signs, public lighting is not working due to the
overgrowth. Is it Meath County Council or Tl responsibility to maintain this area?

Can we have an update on the road sweeper, when it will be available?

Can we have the results of the recent road safety audits carried out at Garlow Cross and Ross
Cross?

Hedge cutting needed on the R147 as site lines are poor.

Can we have an update on the planning permission for N2, further to the Motion raised at
September MD meeting.

Can a speed survey be conducted on the entrance roads of Kentstown Village?

Housing Queries

Can we write to the Minister for Housing asking why we are not building affordable housing as
we need this option in Ashbourne? Current market prices are not compatible with affordable
housing expectations or household income.

Rural Regeneration Queries

Can more footpaths be considered in the surrounding area approaching Balrath woods?

Environment Queries

Is there an update on the previous motion regarding the establishment of a dog park?

Corporate Queries

It was agreed that there will be €5,000 in the Christmas lights fund for local businesses, based
on match funding.

Compliments to the development of Millrace Estate. Should it be entered for the LAMA
awards?
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Planning Queries

e Can we have an update on the planning permission for N2, further to the Motion raised at
September MD meeting.

e When changes are made to developments after Part 8 agreement, i.e. fencing at the skate park,
can Members be kept informed?

The meeting concluded at 11.25 am

Signed:

Cathaoirleach
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