
   

 

Miontuairiscí / Meeting Minutes 
Community Cultural Development and Gaeltacht Affairs Strategic Policy Committee 

2pm on 17th September 2025, Hybrid Meeting 
 

Attendees – Elected Representatives: Cllrs Ronan Moore (Chairperson), Helen Meyer, Yvonne 
Everard and Yemi Adunuga. 

Attendees – Sectoral Representatives: Ursula Ní Shionnain and Lisa Rowntree 

Officials Present: Gerry Boyle, Director of Services, Brian Hora, Senior Executive Officer 
Community, Maedhbh Rogan-McGann, County Librarian  

Apologies: Gerardette Bailey County Arts Officer, Suin O’Connor, Paula McCabe, Cllrs David 
Gilroy, Emer Toibín, Maria White 

 

1. To adopt minutes of the meeting held on 30/05/2025. 

Proposed by Cllr Adunuga and Seconded by Cllr Everard.  

 

2. To receive a report on Arts, Cultural and Library Services 

A report was circulated to the SPC members in advance of the meeting. County Librarian, 

Maedhbh Rogan-McGann introduced the Report and responded to questions on  

• Availability of tea/coffee facilities for groups meeting in library rooms – Cllr Meyer 

• Promotion of library and arts activities and social media channels – Cllr Adenuga 

• Opportunities to provide services and social inclusion measure – Cllr Moore 

Members of the Committee welcomed the extensive detail within the Report on Library Services 

and Arts Programmes and complemented staff on their work. 

3. To consider and recommend the Draft Meath County Outdoor Recreation Plan to full 

Council for Approval 

A copy of the Draft Meath County Outdoor Recreation Plan was circulated in advance of the 

meeting. Brian Hora, Senior Executive Officer Community Department outlined the 

development of the Draft Plan and details consultations that had taken place including a 

workshop for Elected Members. He responded to questions on  



   

 

• Availability of green space across the county and the resources to drive the 

implementation of the Plan and monitoring of this from Cllr Meyer and Cllr Moore.  

It was noted the Plan is recommended subject to completion of EEA/AA screening reports. 

On the Proposed of Cllr Meyer, Seconded by Cllr Adenuga it was agreed to recommend the 

Meath County Outdoor Recreation Plan to Council.  

 

4. Items referred from Full Council 

Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr Sharon Tolan referred to the Community, Cultural 

Development and Gaeltacht SPC.  

"To call on Meath County Council to introduce an annual Sports bursary Programme, in 

order to support our local elite and/or high-performance sports people and assist with 

the financial burden of training and competing locally, nationally or internationally.” 

Brian Hora introduced the item and advised that given the short period since the Council 

meeting it was not feasible to prepare a detailed report, but it was included on the agenda for 

today’s meeting for discussion. Gerry Boyle, Director of Servies added the SPC was not being 

asked to make an immediate decision but to identify any initial considerations so a report may 

be brought to the next meeting.  

There were contributions from Cllrs Adenuga, Everard, Moore and Meyer who felt more context 

and information was needed on the rationale for a bursary scheme and how it might operate. It 

was agreed that further research was necessary and that a report be brought to the next SPC for 

consideration.  

5. To receive an update on the development of a vulnerable person’s database to assist with 

the response to future severe weather events.  

A report was circulated in advance of the meeting. Brian Hora introduced the report and how 

the initiative was developed from the response to Storm Éowyn and the steps taken to develop 

the proposed database. He responded to question on 

• How the initiative will be promoted– Lisa Rowntree  



   

 

• How information will be gathered – Cllr Adenuga 

• What assistance may be provided and is itself declaration – Cllr Meyer 

The Committee welcome the initiative and report.  

6.  Details of the Community Amenity Project Scheme 2025 – for information only.     

A report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  

 

7.  Details of the 2025 PPN National Conference – for Information only.  

The PPN National Conference Agenda and Brochure were circulated to the Committee for 

information.   

 

8. AOB 

1. Brian Hora gave a report on the need to refresh the Categories for the 2026 Pride of 

Place Competition. He outlined the basis for the proposed changes to the categories 

and sought agreement from the Committee so that they may be incorporated into a new 

online application system being developed. The Final Pride of Place Scheme for 2026 

will be presented to the December SPC. The report will be circulated, and members of 

the committee will have an opportunity to revert with any questions or comments on the 

changes. Proposed by Cllr Moore and Seconded by Cllr Adenuga  

2. Lisa Rowntree raised an issue regarding the organising of events in Trim 

3. Cllr Meyer request an update on the Art on Utility Boxes Scheme  

4. Agenda Items for next meeting 

a. Gaeltacht Affairs  

b. Sports Bursary Awards Report  

c. Art on Utility Boxes Scheme 

d. Community Grants 2026 

e. Pride of Place Scheme 2026 

5. Date of Next meeting 03rd December 2025 at 2pm 

That concluded the business of the meeting.  


