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Miontuairisci / Meeting Minutes

Ordinary Meeting
11*" May 2026 @ 1.30p.m.

Buvinda House, Navan (and online via zoom)
Presiding: An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Wayne Harding
Councillors Present:

Councillors Fionnan Blake, Eugene Cassidy, Padraig Coffey, Francis Deane, Sean Drew, John Duffy, Yvonne Everard,
Brian Fitzgerald, Padraig Fitzsimons, Joe Fox, Noel French, David Gilroy, Suzanne Jamal, Nick Killian, Alan Lawes,
Carol Lennon, Paddy Meade, Gerry O’Connor, Caroline O’Reilly, Sarah Reilly, Amanda Smith, Alan Tobin, Emer
Toibin and Maria White.

Councillors Present via Zoom:

Councillors Yemi Adenuga, Mike Bray, Eddie Fennessy, Geraldine Keogan, Ronan Moore, Maria Murphy, Paul
O’Rourke, Sharon Tolan and Conor Tormey.

Apologies:

Councillors Joe Bonner, Dave Boyne, Peter Caffrey, Michael Gallagher, Stephen McKee and Helen Meyer

Officials in attendance:

Chief Executive: Kieran Kehoe

Directors of Service: Des Foley, Fiona Lawless, Fiona Fallon, Barry Lynch, Gareth McMahon, Martin Murray
A/Director of Service: Majella Farrell

Meetings Administrator: Elaine Daly

Apologies: Dara McGowan, Director of Service
1.0 Confirmation of Minutes

1.1  Confirmation of minutes of Ordinary meeting held on April 13, 2026

Councillor Yvonne Everard noted that she had raised a matter under Matters Arising and asked that the minutes be
amended to reflect this.

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on April 13, 2026, were confirmed, subject to the amendment as outlined
above, on the proposal of Councillor Francis Deane and seconded by Councillor Nick Killian.

2.0 Matters arising from the Minutes
Councillor Yvonne Everard noted that she had not yet received an update on her query relating to GIS data.
3.0 Expressions of Sympathy and Congratulations

3.1 Expressions of sympathy were extended to:
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Jackie O'Donnell, HR and Geraldine Dolan, Finance on the death of their father, Oliver Dolan.

Mary Loughran, Transportation and Angela Loughran, Climate Action on the death of their mother, Sheila
Loughran.

The family of the late Mai Ryan.
The family of the late Willie Reilly.

4.0 Disposal of Land in accordance with Statutory Notices circulated pursuant to the provisions of Section
183 of the Local Government Act, 2001

4.1 To consider the disposal of 0.0050Ha of land by way of transfer of a freehold interest at Tailteann
Drive, Windtown, Navan, Co Meath, in accordance with Statutory Notice dated 30th March 2026.

The disposal, in accordance with the statutory notice issued on 30™" March 2026 under Section 183 of the
Local Government Act 2001, was approved on the proposal of Councillor Francis Deane and seconded by
Councillor John Duffy.

4.2 To consider the disposal of 0.0018Ha of land by way of transfer of a freehold interest at Townparks,
Townland Kells, Co Meath, in accordance with Statutory Notice dated 30th March 2026.

The disposal, in accordance with the statutory notice issued on 30th March 2026 under Section 183 of the
Local Government Act 2001, was approved on the proposal of Councillor Sarah Reilly and seconded by
Councillor Sean Drew.

5.0 Statutory Business
5.1 Corporate Affairs and Governance

5.1.1 To receive an update on the activities of Meath Women's Caucus

Councillor Maria Murphy provided an update on the activities of the Meath Women’s Caucus. She noted that
Meath Women’s Caucus has continued to progress a number of initiatives since the last update, including
supporting the delivery of an online women’s health session for staff and female councillors, engaging with the
AILG on the development of the new Regional Women’s Caucus Network, and participating in national and regional
networking opportunities. It was also noted that Meath will be part of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
caucus, following AILG’s successful securing of support for the rollout of regional caucuses nationwide. Briefing
sessions were held in February, and the first national meeting of the Women’s Regional Caucus Network took place
on 29 April 2026 in Nenagh, with strong attendance both in person and online. The network, open to all female
councillors nationally, will provide training and mentoring and will complement existing council structures. In
addition, members of the Caucus have continued to build local connections through attendance at Meath Chamber
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Women in Business and Tech Network events.

5.2 Community

5.2.1 To approve Funding Allocations to Community Groups/Organisations under the Community
Amenity Project Scheme 2025 as recommended by the Elected Members of the Ashbourne,
Kells, Laytown-Bettystown, Navan, Ratoath and Trim Municipal Districts at the April
Municipal District Meetings

The following declared that they had a potential conflict of interest and excused themselves from the Chamber for
the duration of the discussion and the decision.

Mr Barry Lynch, Director of Services, due to his position in Navan Silver band.

Councillor John Duffy declared a potential conflict of interest due to his role as a Trustee on the Board of
Management of Claremount Stadium.

Councillor Amanda Smith declared a potential conflict of interest due to her role as a member of Stamullen rival
group.

Councillor Eugene Cassidy declared a potential conflict of interest due to his role as a Trustee on the Board of
Management of Nobber Hall.

Councillor Sarah Reilly declared a potential conflict of interest as she submitted applications on behalf of Kells
Christmas Lights and Moynalty Tidy Towns.

Councillor Ronan Moore declared that he had a potential conflict of interest due to his position on the board of
Enfield Community Group.

The funding allocations to Community Groups/Organisations under the Community Amenity Project Scheme 2025
were proposed by Councillor Alan Tobin, seconded by Councillor Gerry O’Connor and unanimously agreed by the
Elected Members.

All Elected Members returned to the meeting.

There was a discussion on the overall Scheme. There were contributions from Councillors Sean Drew, Gerry
O’Connor, David Gilroy and Sarah Reilly. It was noted that the overall funding for the scheme should be reviewed
as part of the budget process. It was also agreed that the Scheme would be reviewed by the SPC.

5.2.2 To approve funding allocations to community groups/organisations under the Carranstown
Environmental Projects Grant Scheme as recommended by the Elected Members of the
Laytown-Bettystown Municipal District

The funding allocations to community groups/organisations under the Carranstown Environmental Projects Grant
Scheme were proposed by Councillor Paddy Meade, seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin and unanimously agreed
by the Elected Members.

5.2.3 To approve the allocations under the Community Grants Scheme 2026 as recommended by
the Community, Cultural Development and Gaeltacht Affairs SPC on April 29t", 2026.

The allocations for the Community Grants Scheme 2026 were proposed by Councillor Alan Tobin, seconded by
Councillor Padraig Fitzsimons and unanimously agreed by the Elected Members.
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5.2.4 To approve the allocations under the 2026 Regional Festivals and Participative Events —
Small Grants Scheme in Co. Meath as recommended by Community, Cultural Development
and Gaeltacht Affairs SPC on April 29'", 2026.

The allocations for the 2026 Regional Festivals and Participative Events — Small Grants Scheme in Co. Meath were
proposed by Councillor Noel French, seconded by Councillor Joe Fox and unanimously agreed by the Elected
Members.

5.2.5 To approve Arts Grants & Bursaries 2026 as recommended by the Community, Cultural
Development and Gaeltacht Affairs SPC on April 29, 2026.

The allocations for the Arts Grants & Bursaries 2026 were proposed by Councillor David Gilroy, seconded by
Councillor Francis Deane and unanimously agreed by the Elected Members.

5.3 Climate Action and Environment

5.3.1 To Consider the Chief Executive's Report and to Approve the Meath County Council Draft
Burial Grounds Byelaws 2026

Ms. Kitty Foyle Senior Executive Officer, Environment, presented the Chief Executive's Report on the Meath County
Council Draft Burial Grounds Byelaws 2026.

There were interventions from Councillors Paddy Meade, Alan Tobin, Francis Deane, Brian Fitzgerald, Padraig
Fitzsimons, Emer Téibin, Nick Killian, Joe Fox, Maria Murphy and Wayne Harding. The following matters were
raised including access to graveyards, the number of interments permitted per plot, the existing regulatory
framework, the public consultation process and submissions received, the protection of monuments, the cost of
columbarium niches, the regulation of cemeteries, consistency in gravestone standards, disability parking provision,
the identification of cemeteries within local ownership, the future planning of cemetery capacity, support for the
lawn model in modern cemeteries, and recognition of the ongoing work carried out in support of cemetery
maintenance and management.

Queries raised were responded to by Ms Kitty Foyle, Mr Barry Lynch and the Chief Executive.

Councillor Sarah Reilly proposed to adopt the Meath County Council Draft Burial Grounds Byelaws 2026, this was
seconded by Councillor Joe Fox.

Councillor Padraig Fitzsimons proposed that the matter be deferred to the June Council Meeting to allow for
further consultation, this was seconded by Councillor Francis Deane.

The amended motion to defer the matter to the June Council meeting was put to a show of hands vote, results as
follows:

13 members in agreement, 17 members not in agreement and 0 abstentions. The amended motion was defeated.

The first motion to adopt the bye-laws was put to a show of hands vote, results as follows:
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17 members in agreement, 11 members not in agreement and 0 abstentions.

As a result of the vote above the Elected Members resolved to adopt the Meath County Council Draft Burial
Grounds Byelaws 2026.

6.0 Reports
6.1 Management Report

There were interventions from Councillors Nick Killian, Alan Tobin, Maria Murphy, Paddy Meade, Sean Drew,
Padraig Fitzimons and David Gilroy.

Matters raised included:
Housing: Affordable housing Schemes in Dunboyne & Ratoath, succession of tenancy;
Transport: Workshops with the NTA and Bus Eireann, tender update for the road works programme
Community: Update on CCTV legislation,

Environment: Decarbonisation Zones Events, Workshop with Uisce Eireann, theft of water pumps in North Meath,
grants for septic tanks.

Corporate Services: Update on the Electoral Register

Responses to queries raised were provided by Ms. Fiona Fallon, Mr. Des Foley, Mr. Martin Murray, and Mr. Barry
Lynch.

6.2 Report from Corporate Policy Group

The Meetings Administrator noted that the CPG met on Tuesday, May 5th, 2026, to consider the draft agenda and
arrangements for the May Council Meeting.

She noted that the draft minutes of the following SPC meetings were noted and uploaded to Decision Time.

e Housing and Integration SPC, 26" March 2026
e Climate Action, Environment and Emergency Services SPC, 8 April 2026
e Community, Cultural Development and Gaeltacht Affairs SPC, 29" April 2026

Finally, it was noted that conference and training Schedules were approved.

7.0 Correspondence
Noted by the Elected Members.
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Notice of Question
There were none.

Notice of Motion

9.1 Submitted by Councillor Alan Tobin

"Write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage asking for an increase in funding
for the Domestic Waste Water Treatment System (Septic Tank) Grant nationwide, targeting areas
where river networks are of poor water quality to assist with improving water framework directive
targets in 2027."

Supporting Information subject to the motion being proposed, seconded and considered:

Subject to the motion being approved, the Council will write to the Minister for Housing, Local
Government & Heritage, as requested.

It should be noted that, the Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems (Septic Tank) grant was
substantially increased in January 2024. It now covers up to 85% of the cost of works required, up
to a maximum of €12,000. Prior to 2024 the maximum grant was €5,000.

The Department has not set a grant funding limit for the Council. All Septic Tank grants approved
and paid for by the Council are recouped from the Department.

Any proposed significant increase in the number of grants awarded would require the funding of
additional staff resources to carry out the necessary inspections.

Councillor Alan Tobin introduced the motion and advised that he is regularly contacted by constituents in
relation to septic tanks that are not functioning effectively, or which require upgrading in order to
achieve compliance with current legislative requirements. He further noted that the cost of undertaking
such works may present a significant financial burden for some households.

There were interventions of support from Councillors Joe Fox, Padraig Coffey, Nick Killian, Paddy
Meade, Sean Drew, Noel French, and Amanda Smith. The following matters were noted. The
importance of ensuring consistency across all sectors, reviewing the budgetary and resource allocation
process to accommodate additional applications, providing enhanced support for older applicants, and
consideration of the broader extension of the scheme.

The motion, together with supporting information, was unanimously agreed on the proposal of
Councillor Alan Tobin and seconded by Councillor Joe Fox.

General Interest Motions

10.1 Submitted by Councillor Carol Lennon

"That Meath County Council calls on the Government to abolish the Universal Social Charge from 1
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January 2027, funded through a fiscally responsible Resilience Package comprising recurring
efficiency savings, procurement reform, grant transparency, multinational top-up tax revenue
(BEPS Pillar Il QDTT), and a small, capped, time-limited Transition Account funded only by certified
windfall corporation tax, with quarterly Oireachtas reporting and a statutory sunset clause

—and to protect all frontline public services in the process."

Councillor Carol Lennon introduced the motion. She noted that USC had been introduced as a
temporary measure.

The motion, proposed by Councillor Carol Lennon and seconded by Councillor Amanda Smith was
unanimously agreed.

10.2  Submitted by Councillor Yvonne Everard

"I request that Meath County Council write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in relation to new water connections, and that Irish Water be requested to engage with the
Planning Department to establish whether an applicant holds a valid planning permission, is seeking
retention permission, or is the subject of an enforcement notice, prior to any water supply being
connected."

Councillor Yvonne Everard introduced the motion and stated that the proposed measure would serve as a
deterrent to non-compliance with planning legislation and would contribute positively to the prevention of
further breaches.

The motion, proposed by Councillor Yvonne Everard and seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin was unanimously
agreed.

10.3  Submitted by Councillor Yvonne Everard

"I request that Meath County Council write to the Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment,
in relation to new electricity connections, and that ESB Networks be requested to engage with the
Planning Department to establish whether an applicant holds a valid planning permission, is seeking
retention permission, or is the subject of an enforcement notice, prior to any electrical supply being
connected.”

Councillor Yvonne Everard introduced the motion.

The motion, proposed by Councillor Yvonne Everard and seconded by Councillor Alan Tobin was unanimously
agreed.

11.0 Schedule of Chief Executive & Approved Orders (For Information Only)

11.1  Schedule of Chief Executive’s Orders — Transportation
Noted by the Elected Members.

11.2 Schedule of Chief Executive’s Orders — Environment
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Noted by the Elected Members.

11.3  Schedule of Chief Executive’s Orders — Housing
Noted by the Elected Members.

11.4  Schedule of Chief Executive’s Orders — Community

Noted by the Elected Members.
12.0 Any Other Business
There was none.

The meeting concluded at 15.45pm



